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SOME ASPECTS OF THE «<BASMACHI» MOVEMENT
AND THE ROLE OF ENVER PASHA IN TURKESTAN

The national independence movement, which swept almost every region of Turkestan from 1917
to 1934, was crushed with blood by the Soviet government. This word at different times took on differ-
ent meanings. Etymologically, <basmachi» comes from the verb “pressure” or engage in “hooliganism”.
Therefore, <basmachi» in translation from the Uzbek language means «bandit», «stop the road», «bully».
Over time, this word was used to express the general anti-Soviet movement in Turkestan. For this reason,
this movement, which occupies a very important place in the struggle for the independence of Turkestan,
does not refer to a popular uprising, but to an armed struggle against Soviet Russia. The name «basmachi»
first appears in Ferghana during the Russian Revolution. Similar actions are observed in tsarist times. The
movement swept Turkmenistan, Bashkortostan and Crimea. The Bashkir people at one time called Bas-
machism the Khorasan revolution, that is «ayyar». The Basmachi did not touch the Muslims, but opposed
the Russian troops and the establishment of Soviet power. After the development of cotton growing and
the deterioration of the economy in Ferghana, the number of <basmachi» increased. Thus, this article sets
the goal — on the basis of Turkish and foreign historiography, to carry out a comparative analysis of the
«Basmachi» movement in Turkestan and to reveal the role of Enver Pasha in this movement.
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TypkicTaHAaFbl «0acMallbl» KO3FaAbICbl MEH
OHyap lMawa KbI3amMeTiHiH, Keibip MaceaeAepi

1917-1934 XbIApap apanblifbiHAa TypKiCTaHHbIH, 6APAbIK, AEPAIK aliMaKTapblH KaMTbliFaH YATTbIK,
TOYEACI3AIK KOo3FaAbiCbl KeHec yKiMeTi TaparblHaH KaHAbl X)XOAMEH 6acTbipbiAAbL. ByA ce3 ap yakpiTTa
BPTYPAI MarblHara me BOAFaH. DTUMOAOIMSIABIK, TYPFbIAAQH aAFaHAQ, «0aCMaLLIbIAbIKy «KbICbIM KOPCETY»
Hemece «Oy3aKblAbIK» AereH Co3AeH LbikkaH. COHABIKTAH «6acMallbIAbIKy ©30eK TiAIHEeH ayAapFaHAa
«BaHAMT», ©KOAAbI TOCY», «<KOpPAQy» AreHAl Binsipeai. YakbIT eTe keae 6yA co3 TypKicTaHAaFbl XKaAMbl
AHTMCOBETTIK KO3FaAbICTbl BiAAIPY YLWiH KoAAaHbIAABL. Ocbl cebenti TypKiCTaHHbIH TOYEACI3Airi
YWiH KypecTe eTe MaHbI3Abl OPbIH aAaTbiH OYA KO3FaAbIC XaAblk, keTepiaiciHe emec, KeHec PeceniHe
Kapcbl KapyAbl KypecTi 6iraipeai. «<bacMmalibl» aTtaybl aaraw pet MepraHapa Peceit peBoAtoumscChbl
KesiHae narnaa 6oaabl. OcblHAAM 8pekeTTep MarTlia 3amaHblHAA Aa Gankassbl. ByAa Kosfaabic
TypkimercTaH, bawkyprtcraH xxaHe KbipbiM xepaepiHae Ae 60AbIn oTTi. bawkypT xaAkbl 6ip ke3aepi
«BacMaLlIbIAbIKTbl» XOpacaH TeHKEpICi Aern aTafaH, siFHM «aisp». «bacMatubirap» MyCbIAMaHAPFa KOA
Turizbeai, Gipak opbic ackepAepi MeH KeHec ekimMeTiHiH opHaybiHa Kapchl WbIKTbl. DepraHasa MakTa
LIAPYaLLbIAbIFbIHbIH AAMybl MEH 3KOHOMMKA HallapAaraHHaH KeniH «6acMallibIAapAbIH» CaHbl KeOGENAI.
Ocbinaniiua, B6YA MakKaraaa TYPKMUSIAbIK, XKOHE LIETEAAIK TapuxHamMaHblH HerisiHae TypkicTaHAarbl
«Bacmallibl» KO3FaAbICbiHA CAAbICTbIPMAAbI TAAAQY XKacayAbl XX8HE OCbl KO3FaAbICTarbl IHBep [NatuaHbiH,
POAIH alyAbl MaKCaT eTiAAILL

Ty#in ce3aep: TypkicTaH, «<bacMallbi» Ko3fFaabicbl, DepraHa, YAT-a3aTTbIK, KOTEpiAic.
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HekoTopble acnekTbl «6acMaueckoro» ABXKEHUS U
poau JHBepa lNawm B TypkectaHe

ABV>KeHMe 3a HaLLMOHAAbHYO HE3aBMCUMOCTb, KOTOPO€E OXBAaTMAO MOUTU KaXKAbI pernoH Typkec-
TaHa B nepnoA ¢ 1917 no 1934 roabl, ObIAO KPOBaBO NMOAABAEHO CO CTOPOHbI COBETCKOM BAACTH. ITO
CAOBO B PasHOE BPEMSI MPMHUMAAO PasHble 3HAYEHUS. DTUMOAOTMYECKM «0acMauyecTBO» MPOUCXOAUT
OT TAAroAa «HaXkKMm» AMBO 3aHMMATbCH «XYAMIaHCTBOM». [103TOMy «6acMayecTBO» B MEPEBOAE C
y36EKCKOro f3blka 03HavaeT «0aHAUT», «MPeCceKaTb AOPOry», «XyAUraHuTb». Co BpeMeHeM 3TO CAOBO
MCMOAb30BaAOCb AAS BbIpaXke€HMsi 0OOLLEro aHTMCOBETCKOro ABWMXKeHWMs B TypkectaHe. Mo aTon
NPUYMHE AQHHOE ABMXKEHME, KOTOPOE 3aHMMAET OYeHb BaXKHOE MeCTO B 60opblOe 3a HE3aBMCUMMOCTb
TypkecTaHa, OTHOCUTCS He K HAPOAHOMY BOCCTaHMIO, a K BOOpY>keHHon 6opbbe npotms CoBETCKOM
Poccun. Haseanue «Gacmaum» Briepsble nosieasercs B (DepraHe B nepmoa pycCKOM PEBOAKOLMMN.
[ToAOGHbIE AEMCTBMS HAOAIOAQIOTCS M B LAPCKOE Bpemsl. ABMXKEHWME OXBAaTMAO TYPKMEHMCTaH,
bawkopToctad n KpbiMm. ballknupckunii Hapoa B CBoe Bpemsl «6acMayeCcTBO» Ha3blBAaAO XOpaCaHCKOM
peBoAloumen, T.e. angap. «bacMaum» He TpPOraamM MyCyAbMaH, a BbIXOAMAWM MPOTUB PYCCKUX BOMCK
1 yctaHoBAeHns CoBeTckon BAAcTU. [locae pa3BUTUS XAOMKOBOACTBA M yXYALIEHME 3KOHOMMUKM
B PDepraHe KOAMYECTBO «BacMayer» YBEAMUMAOCh. TakMm 00pa3oM, B AQHHOWM CTaTbe MOCTaBAEHa
LEeAb — Ha OCHOBE TypPeLKOM 1 3apy6exkHON McToprorpadmm NPOAEAaTb COMOCTABUTEAbHbIN aHAAM3

«Bbacmayeckoro» ABWXXEHNA B TypKECTaHe M PaCKpbITb POAb 3HBepa [MTawyn B AQHHOM ABMXKEHMUM.
KAroueBble caAoBa: TypKeCTaH, «BbacMaveckoe» ABVXXEHue, CDepraHa, HaLLl/IOHa/\bHO—OCBO6a—

ANTEAbBHOE BOCCTaHMe.

Introduction

Many of the «Basmachi» stacks established
after 1918 and the most influential ones, the old
Koroglu grandmother and the heavy-headed village
elders who did not have any contact with them, were
sometimes educated and all of them were called
«Basmachiy». In this respect, the word «Basmachi»
was used in the sense of «political gang» in
Turkistan, or rather «gangs» representing the revolt
of the colonial people against the cousins (Togan,
1981: 381)

Turkestan people who had armed struggles
during Tsarist Russia and the Soviets had never
called themselves «Basmichi». In the Russian
political literature, the rebellion in 1916 and the
national resistance movement in the Soviet-Russian
period were shown as «Basmichi» (gangster, rogue).
Those who carried out this movement have shown
themselves as Islamic Soldiers, Muslim Fighters,
Homeland Defenders, Islamic Defenders and the
Military of Islam, Military of Turkestan. The national
liberty struggle that started in the beginning of 1918
in Turkistan through the propaganda and writings
of Soviet Russia was recognized under the name of
«Basmichi» in Western Europe (Hayit, 1986: 273).
Or it was named as «Korbashi» movement with
a general name. Thanks to the writings of Joseph
Castagne and Mustafa Chokay, after the 1930’s, this

word was established in Western countries as a phrase
that expresses the struggle for independence, apart
from the meaning of mobbing and rogue. This article
was published in 1999 at the Fourth International
Ataturk Congress, where some reflections of the
Basmach movement were made. In this article,
the problem is highlighted from the perspective of
foreign historiography and supplemented by some
materials (Sahingdz, 2000: 699-718). This scientific
study in Turkish historiography is considered in the
context of comparison with the national liberation
movement in Turkestan.

The Causes of the «Basmachi» Movement

Although the beginning of the «Basmachist»
movement seems to have started with the reaction
of the Turkestan to the Bolshevik conflict, it is
possible to take it up to the revolt movements
seen since the Russian occupation of Turkistan.
A Soviet researcher named Ginsburg said, «...
The Fergana people were rebelled against Russia
many times in 1877-82, 1886 and 1916... These
situations initially made the people, who had
not forgotten the 1916 rebellion, hostile to the
Soviets. This movement strengthened hostility
between Turkistan and Russia. The destruction of
the Hokand National Government by the Soviets
was felt as an invasion by the people of Turkistan.
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This movement started as a protection against it»
supports this view (Yarkin, 1999: 42)

XX. The transition from Tsarist to
constitutionalism in Russia at the beginning of
the 19th century provided partial comfort among
the Turks who lived under the domination of this
country, and the Turks made visible developments in
the fields of education and politics. For this reason, it
is seen that the political activities among Turkestan
Turks have increased compared to the past. Under
the influence of Kazan Tatars from 1905 and finally
from «Young Turks» from 1908, reformist and
Turkist ideas penetrated Turkistan (Devlet, 1989:
144). In this environment in which nationalist ideas
developed, the emergence of the First World War
increased the political, cultural, social and economic
pressure of the Russians on the Turkistan Turks.
Although this revolt was bloodyly suppressed by the
Tsar armies and Russian Kazaiks, the Tsarist regime
in Russia collapsed and the republic was declared
due to other reasons.

The Bolshevik revolution, which ended the
Tsarist regime in 1917, initially viewed the Turks
of Turkistan. They believed that the slogan of
«Freedom for People, Independence for Nationsy,
which was one of the important slogans of the
Bolsheviks, would have their independence and
determined their own destiny. With the help of
tens of thousands of immigrants who were brought
and armed with the decree, Russian military and
civilian rulers, who struck the 1916 national
rebellion with blood, were staying in Turkistan
(Saray, 1995). Despite this situation, the 1917
conflict gave the opportunity to express the wishes
of the Turkistanians. The societies, newspapers and
other social activities that were founded with the
freedom of the revolution were gathered around
«Jadidismy». Thus, a national movement was born in
Turkestan. The «Alash-Orda» party in the steppes
and the «Turkistan National Council» in the center
of Turkistan emerged as two political organizations
and later merged and established the «Turkistan
National Uniony.

Founded in the city of Hokand, the center
of Fergana, the Constituent Assembly declared
the Turkistan National Mukhtar on 1 December
1917. On December 13, 1917, the Alash-Orda
Government was established in the city of Semey
in the Kazakh steppe. Both governments agreed
to provide the Turkestan union. To demonstrate
this, some members of the Turkistan National
Mukhtar Government also served in the Alash-Orda
Government (Cebeci, 1975: 29). In March 1917, a
Turkestan Muslim Congress was held in Tashkent
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and a national committee was established. An
Islamic-Government was established for Turkestan
in Hokand. After this government was disbanded in
February 1918, at the end of 1919, the Red Army
entered Turkistan starting from the Volga and
ended the Hive Khanate in December 1919 and the
Bukhara Khanate in February 1920 (Devlet, 1989:
145-146).

With the end of the Hive and Buhara Khanates,
the Harezm and Bukhara People’s Republics were
established with the efforts of the Bolshevik Turks. But
the nationalist Turks also waged their independence
struggle against the Tsarist regime against the
Bolshevik regime. In this way, this movement, which
is called Literature, has started. It is not possible to
talk about consensus among the «printers» in every
subject. Broxup says that the «Basmachi» have no
tangible ideologies, but he mentions that there are
reasons that require them to rebel (Brxup, 1984: 6).
Although the grounds of each «Basmichi» leader or
group are different, the dissatisfaction with the Russian
administration and the fact that some of them express
national demands and become an independence
movement over time show that it is based on various
reasons. The causes of the «Basmachist» movement
can be listed as follows:

1- The work of the Nationalist Turkish
intellectuals after 1917 and encouraging the public
about independence. These studies and incentives
cause the spread of the idea and ideal of independence
among the people.

The extraordinary, unprecedented anti-national
and class-unrelated violence of the Soviet regime in
Central Asia.

3- The hostile attitude of the Tashkent Soviet
to the «Turkistan National Headman Government»
declared in Hokand. As a result, he took Hokand and
Margilan in February 1918 and eliminated this state.

4- The implementation of an unbelievable,
barbaric genocide among the Russians.

5- The inevitable and even necessary self-
defense reaction of the Muslim people against the
anti-Muslim politics implemented by the Soviet
power in Turkistan as a whole and without class
difference’.

6 — Economic scarcity and difficulty in all
Turkistan.

7- Decline in cotton agriculture.

8- The hostile approaches of the Soviet power to
Muslims and their possession to be captured.

9- The war that started between the White and
Red Russians in Turkistan?.

10- Accelerating the “punish the locals” practices
implemented in the Fergana and Semirege regions.
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11- The fact that the Ottoman Empire was an
ally with Germany fueled the hostility towards the
Russians among the people.

12- The Russians colonization policies in
Turkistan and partly the economic turmoil resulting
from the expansion of cotton agriculture in the
second half of the 19th century and the desire of the
locals to take back the lands where Russian colonists
settled (Lageard, 1987).

13- The disruption of the local economy against
the competition of Russian industrial products.

14- As a result of the joint efforts of Russian
immigrants and armed troops in 1916, they were
unable to suppress the revolts of the Uzbek, Kazakh
and Kyrgyz nomads, despite the massacre of
nomadic tribes in East Fergana (Brxup, 1984: 3).

15- The social breakdown created by the harsh
conditions of the First World War and the reaction
to the Russian administrators in the region.

Although the Soviet writers use expressions to
reduce the causes of the movement, they point out
the national and religious qualities of this struggle
from time to time and express that the carelessness
and unnecessary pressures of the officials in the
region have been caused (Lageard, 1987: 3-4).

“Basmachi” Movement in Fergana and its
Transfer

The Turks, who wanted to take advantage
of the liberal air that started in 1917, took an
important path towards the national unity of
Turkistan by uniting the two separate branches,
the Turkistan National Council and the Ulema
Society, in October and November 1917. In
December 1917, the foundation of the Turkistan
National Mukhtar Government was announced
in Hokand. The government of the Turkestan
Mukhtar Republic was entirely elected from the
members of the Constituent Assembly sent by the
people of Turkistan. It was supported by all the
people of Turkistan (Cagatay, 1969: 16).

Mehmed Emin Bek, from the «Basmachi»
around Fergana Margilan, and Kichkine Irgesh
around Hokand were very famous. Mehmed Emin
Bek joined the Hokand national government with
the intention of working in the way of freedom
and revolution after the national government was
declared in Hokand and Irges after the establishment
of the national government. Mehmed Emin Bek
Margilan was appointed as the police director,
and Irges was appointed as the head of the police
and soldiers of the Hokand government. They
had gathered their old arms friends around them.

These were the only military bases of the Hokand
government (Togan, 1981: 388).

OnJanuary 31, 1918, the Tashkent Sovietdecided
to abolish the Turkistan National Government in
Hokand and immediately withhold its members.
On February 18, the red army militia and Armenian
assistants surrounded Hokand and abolished the
national government. He was abandoned by Hokand
Korbashi on 23 February. irges Bek retreated in the
direction of Bachir-Okchu village. He wanted to
reorganize his former agency and continue fighting
the Russians. He was martyred with a Russian bullet
on February 27. Katte Ergesh was commanded by
his forces. The Korbashi retreated to the ridges
of the Bachir mountains. They began to organize
attacks against Russian centers in short intervals
(Hayit, 1975).

The resistance movement that started in Hokand
spread all overin 1918. At the city of Osh, Hal Hodja,
Parpi Bek in Endican, Muhiddin Bek from Kipchaks
near Navkat, Aman Pehlivan from Nemengan,
Kiirsimmet (Shirmehmet) from Margilan, and
his brother Nur Mehmet Bek, Canibek Kadi from
Kyrgyz from Ozkend, and Rahman Kul Bek from
Nemengan, joined Kuliya. These began to manage
all Fergana except the cities and attack the Russian
headquarters.

The raids made by the «Basmachi» were felt in
the big centers of Fergana and even around Hokand.
Before these gangs retreated, they destroyed the
material warehouses, set the ginning factories on
fire, and destroyed the Shurap mines, the Cemyon oil
wells. The «Basmachi», who raided on the Sundays
in Margilan, attacked the militia mail, attacked the
state shops after receiving the weapons of the militia
and returned with the spoils, the Celalabad supply
center, surrounded by the «Basmachi», was looted
and some Soviet officers were killed. While the
Russian people in the villages migrated to the cities,
the Russian colonies were leaving their fields. Cotton
production was alarmingly declining, factories
were closing, mining quarries left by miners were
no longer working, and the material was destroyed
by the «Basmachi». Mass arrests were made in
villages and cities, and there were retaliations. The
enraged people went to the ranks of the «Basmachi»
(Castagne, 1980: 120).

Shir Mehmet Bek became the head and
commander-in-chief of all Fergana «Basmachi»
forces. Fergana under his command divided his
mujahids into 8 continents. There was a Korbashi
at the head of each continent. 1200 people at
the disposal of Ergesh Korbashi, 5000 people in
Mehmet Emin Bek, more than 3000 people in Hal
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Hodja, 3400 people in Parpi Korbashi, 4500 people
in Muhiddin Bek, 1800 people in Aman Pehlivan,
Nur Muhammed Bek There were 3900 people,
Canibek Korbashi had 5700 people. The total force
of the «Basmachi» in the Fergana region was thus
up to 28500 (Cebeci, 1975: 35).

Fergana managed to occupy all the important
regions by the «Basmachi» until November 1919.
They removed the Russian Soviet agencies in the
Fergana Valley. Soviet administration in Tashkent;
The Fergana region, which was officially present,
dissolved the Soviet Executive Committee. On
November 11, 1919, a Fergana Revolutionary
Committee formed, consisting of 5 people. In
August 1919, the Soviet Government in Tashkent
established a Fergana front consisting of three
Russians. The Red Army and the Revolutionary
Committee could not suppress the «Basmachi»
movement. So the Fergana revolution committee
was abolished on 20 August 1920. Instead, a
military dictatorship was established for Fergana.
This administration oversaw civil and military
affairs and made decisions as desired (Hayit, 1975:
279).

Soviet rule in Turkistan was in a dangerous
situation despite all the measures taken. However,
Kizilordu was able to dispatch its forces to Turkistan
by creating the Orenburg front line of Beyazordu
in August 1919. The wave of the uprising was not
in a position to suppress the Soviet-Russian armed
forces present only in Turkestan. For this reason,
the Soviet administration opened a «Turkistan
front» in August 1919, which would ensure Soviet
rule in Turkistan. Frunze, who was appointed as the
Commander-in-Chief of this front on August 18,
1919, ordered the necessary preparations to enter
Turkistan on September 3. The Turkistan Front
General Staff, with Frunze at its head, arrived in
Tashkent on February 22, 1920. Thus, a systematic
struggle against the «Basmachi» movement was
possible. But the reinforcement of the Soviet armies
in Turkistan and their operations against the national
uprising could not stop the progress of the liberation
war (Hayit, 1975: 280).

When the Samara-Orenburg railway was
opened on September 11, a significant amount of
aid came to Tashkent. The Bolsheviks took Osh
on September 26 and Jalalabad on September
30. Russian villages in the region also began to
help the Bolsheviks. I Korbashi from Algiers and
Nouakchott in 1920 and Akbar Ali Haji 2000 600
armed and unarmed soldiers with the 2 Parpan
Korbas in February 3000 with the soldier went
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over to the Soviet side. On February 4, the Soviets
attacked Mehmet Emin Bek’s headquarters with
important forces and defeated him. In March,
Mehmet Emin started negotiations with the
Soviets. Mehmed Emin only wanted the bear to be
a scarce for himself. A peace agreement was signed
on March 7, 1920. According to the agreement,
Mehmet Emin Bek remained in his arms. Until the
middle of March, most of the «Basmachi» societies
annexed and obeyed the Red Army (Togan, 1981:
394).

Mehmet Emin Bek set out to discuss the peace
issue with Shir Muhammed Bek on May 14. While
on the road, he was murdered by Hal Hodja. Shir
Mohammed was anti-Bolshevik and he was an
irreconcilable opponent of the Soviet regime and a
loyal supporter of Turkestan’s Muslim government
among those leading «Basmachi» leaders. Shir
Muhammed Bek accepted the «Emir-i Leshker-i
Islam» mission, which was vacated by Mehmed
Emin Bek. On April 3, 1920, he declared the
Turkistan Independent Government at the meeting
in which Garbasi and local people were deputies in
Garbaba village. Shir Muhammed Bek became the
head of government and commander-in-chief. Shir
Muhammed Bek sent his brother, Tas Mehmed, as
an ambassador to Afghanistan. He started to arrange
the administrative organization by the old Hokand
inns (Togan, 1981: 395).

The Russians had begun to try the path of peace,
as they understood that they could not achieve
a result only by continuing the fighting. Peace
agreements were made with Korbashi who gave
up fighting, and some soldiers were left with them.
Some of them were trying to join the Red Army.
The Soviet-style organization was not issued in
the provinces dominated by Korbashi. Upon this
approach, many of the Korbashi agreed with the
Russians.

The Russians attempted to end the fighting, Shir
Muhammed Bek, who continued the war. During
the talks held in August and September, there was
no result. On this, Frunze mobilized all military
forces against «Basmachi» on September 13, 1921.
After that, the «Basmachi» started to suffer defeats
in a row in the struggle in Fergana. Shir Muhammad
(Mehmed-Kur Shimmet) Begin at the end of 1923,
if the guy continued to struggle to put an end to
the fighting on the very reduction emigrated to
Turkey and settled in Adana. Although the small
«Basmachi» forces in the Fergana region continued
their struggle, they were followed up and destroyed
by Russian forces.
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«Basmachi» Movements in Hive

(Turkmenistan) and its Transfer

Like the Bukhara Khanate, Hive Khanate
continued its existence as a free and dependent state
in its internal affairs after the Russian occupation.
When the Bolshevik conflict began in 1917, unlike
other parts of Turkistan, the innovative group
known as «Young Hiva» with Han in Hanve
agreed and established a reformist and democratic
administration style in the country. However,
the eruption of the spiritual rivalry between the
Uzbeks and the Yomud Turkmens was the biggest
misfortune of Hive in these critical days. After
the Turkmen-Uzbek conflict was not resolved, the
Turkmen leader Cuneyd Khan surrounded the city
by walking with the Turkmen forces around Hive.
Taking advantage of this confusion, the Soviets sent
a red-army unit to Hive and removed the siege of
Cuneyd Khan (Togan, 1981: 395).

The October Revolution, which brought the
Bolsheviks to power in Russia, had no noticeable
effect in the first periods. In this period, some of
the Young Genres opposed to Isfendiyar Han were
cooperating with the leader of the Turkmen rebels
Ciineyd Han. Isfendiyar Han was charged with
being the stooge of the Russians and oppressors
of the Turkmens and killed by Isim Khan, son of
Cuneyd Khan. Cuneyd Khan started to dominate the
Uzbeks after he became dominant in Hive Khanate.
He confiscated his property. He put some of them
in jail. Some also executed. These unexpected
practices cooled the Young Genres of Uzbeks from
Cuneyd Khan and prompted him to fight against
him. With the help of the Bolsheviks, they tried
to take over the countris administration. For this,
they applied to the Tashkent Soviet government in
November 1919. After this application, on the 25th
of December 1919, the Red Army forces, consisting
of 800 soldiers, seized the city of Hive together with
a volunteer continent composed of Young Hive.
Cuneyd Khan had to retreat to Karakum desert
(Togan, 1981: 395).

With the help of the Red Crescent under the
presidency of a non-communist Cuma Niyaz
Sultanmurat, the «Revolutionary Committeey,
which was established in Urgeng in June 1918, took
power. On February 1, 1920, the «Khanate System»
was abolished and replaced by the «Khorezm
Peoples Republic» (Hayit, 1975: 272).

Although the new regime established in Hive
was named as Peoples Republic under the pressure
of Soviet Russia and came to power with the

bayonet of the Red Army, it was not socialist in
the beginning. The Young Judges in power were
not only satisfied with promoting political freedom,
but also protecting the territorial property right and
industrial enterprises (Yarkin, 1999: 241).

The Soviets arrested the government of the
Young Hive, headed by Pehlivan Niyaz, by accusing
them as bourgeois nationalists. The «Basmachi»
movement was growing as it showed violence. At
the end of 1920, almost four-fifths of Harezm was
in the hands of Cuneyd Khan. At the end of 1921,
Cuneyd Khan was strengthened again (Togan, 1981:
424-425).

While the struggle of Cuneyd Khan continued,
national uprisings continued against the Russians
in West Turkmenistan. Oraz Serdar, son of Tikma
Serdar, who heroically ruled the Turkmen during
the Russian invasion, studied at the Russian military
school and was promoted to Colonel when the
revolution began, and the troops from Turkmen
were appointed commander. Colonel Oraz Serdar,
who saw the heroic struggle of Cuneyd Khan and
meanwhile benefiting from the complicated situation
after the Bolshevik revolution, rebelled with the
Turkmen troops under his command (Saray, 1995:
143). Mumin Sufi and her friends continued to
fight between Charchoy and Kerki and Andkhoy by
forming small gangs by other Turkmen groups in
the Merv-Serahs border.

In January 1924, Cuneyd Khan Hive made a big
revolt with the participation of 10-15000 people.
Cuneyd Khan, who came before Hive on January 10,
surrounded the city. However, on 6 January 1992,
the Central Committee of the Russian Communist
Party had ordered an important amount of forces
to go to the aid of Hive, as such a movement had
previously been expected. In order to support the
Soviet garrison in Hive, on February 4, 1924, the 82
Cavalry regiment reached Hive. The uprising was
suppressed and the siege was repulsed (Hayit, 1975:
273).

There were over 80,000 soldiers in Turkmenistan
under the order of Cuneyd Khan. In addition, the
forces of Oraz Serdar and Aziz Han were also fighting
the Russians. Under the order of Oraz Serdar, there
were 3000 mujahideen in mid-1918. Russians were
very disappointed in their fight with Cuneyd Khan
in Khorezm region (Cebeci, 1975: 35).

Despite all the absence, Cuneyd Khan did
not give up his struggle for independence and
struggled the Russians until 1931. Cuneyd Khan,
who was forced to leave Turkmenistan, went to
Iran and then to Afghanistan, and continued his
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fight against Russian troops until his death in 1938
(Saray, 1995: 143).

«Basmachi» Movements in Bukhara and its
Transfer

When the Soviet troops withdrew the Bukhara
Emirate with the help of the Young Bukhara,
the Emir retreated to East Bukhara and tried to
fight. His biggest rival was Young Bukhara, not
Russians. Thus, the «Basmachi» movement started
in the Bukhara region. Bukhara Government was
established on October 6. It was named the Peoples
Republic of Bukhara. After the Bukhara government
was established, finance minister Osman Hodja was
sent to Dushanbe to prevent confusion as the Deputy
Mukhtar of Bukhara.

The «Basmachi» who fought against the Russians
in Turkistan were mostly based on the mutaastop
part of the ulema and the Uzbek bourgeoisie. By
1920, Turkish intellectuals no longer began to have
friendly feelings towards the Soviets. Meanwhile,
the authority of the ulema over the «Basmachi»
began to shake. Meanwhile, the secret society
created by the intellectuals in Turkestan was trying
to establish a relationship with the «Basmachi»
in Semerkand, Fergana and Hive. The aim was to
give this movement a genuine national spirit and an
archaic order, to bring the idea of the society to the
body of the military, under the direction of the pro-
experienced and protesting men, and to bring the
existing continents into the hands of the moral men
whenever possiblem (Togan, 1981: 419).

Emir, who was trying to continue his struggle
in East Bukhara in September 1920, asked for help
from Fergana Fellows to support him. Shir Mehmed
Bek first sent his brother to Emir with 500 soldiers
upon this request, and he himself came and met with
Emir. The order had to take refuge in Afghanistan
on February 1, 1921, when the Fergans fought with
the Russian forces in the Baysu border. During his
duty, Osman Hodja made various contacts with the
corpses and took the first step in establishing the
national unity for the future. When Emir took refuge
in Afghanistan, Sir Mehmed took his forces and
returned to Fergana.

In Bukhara, the struggle for power between
Feyzullah Hodja and Mirza  Abdulkadir
Muhiddinoglu continued. The Russians were
promising help to both sides. At the 2nd congress
of the Bukhara Peoples Representatives gathered
on September 23, 1921, M.A. Muhiddinoglu
was dismissed. Osman Hoca was chosen instead.
Feyzullah Hoca became the prime minister. The
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Russians, who took advantage of this situation,
had the opportunity to re-enter troops in Bukhara.
Supporter of Mirza Abdiilkadir, police director
Muhiddin Mahdum joined the “Basmakilar” with
his 300 men. In this period, the movement area of
Bukhara «Basmachi» stretched towards the Afghan
border in the south, Hisar province and wild river in
the east. Hisar region and Garm region in the east
became the most dangerous «Basmachi» epicenter.
The Russians were trying to hold on in city centers
such as Dushanbe, Bukhara, Feyzabad, Shehr-i
Sebz, leaving the regions outside of them.

The «Basmachi» leaders knew that this war
could not be won with untrained people gathered
from the region. They started taking measures for
this. First of all, former Turkish officers left by
Cemal Pasha in Bukhara started to provide military
training to young people by opening courses under
the leadership of Harbiye Minister Abdulhamid
Arif. Later, these young people were sent to cities
such as Karshi, Shehr-i Sebz, Guzar, Hisar and tried
to establish a national army there.

After the Bukhara Emir was withdrawn to
Afghanistan, Soviet troops settled in East Bukhara.
Emir supporters have started to work as gangs,
namely «Basmachi». In June 1921, ibrahim Bey
from the Lakay tribe, Sheyh Sultan from Kurgan
Tepe-Kulab Lakays, Fuzeyl Mahdum from
Karatekin Tajiks, Devletmend from Karatic Tajiks,
Abdurrahman Bek in Karatag, were well-known
«Basmachi» leaders (Togan, 1981: 426).

The most powerful «Basmachi» leaders in
Bukhara were Devletmend and Ibrahim Lakay.
While Devletmend Bey even agreed with his former
enemies for the sake of independence, Ibrahim
Lakay paid more attention to eliminating his rivals
in order to continue his domination in the region.
The fate of Turkestan could have changed if Lakay
Ibrahim had merged with 20 000 soldiers under his
command and other «Basmachi». Lakay Ibrahim,
who remained under the Emir of Bukhara Emir, who
fled to Afghanistan, had lost considerable time to the
independence movement by capturing Enver Pasha
for the purpose of reconciling him with the Peoples
Republic of Bukhara and ensuring the national
unity of the Turkestan Turks. Thus, he prepared the
opportunity for the Russians to save time and send
more troops to the region.

The efforts of the Russians to Sovietize the
Bukhara started to increase day by day. The new
head of state of Bukhara, M.A.Muhiddin, was
forced to resign and was replaced by Osman Hodja,
who was thought to be more moderate. However,
Osman Hodja did not make any concessions to the
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Soviets and, in cooperation with Enver Pasha, who
came to Turkistan for full independence, he further
accelerated the fight against the Russians (Saray,
1995: 104).

Enver Pasha Coming to Bukhara and joining
the «Basmachi»

Enver Pasha with friends after leaving the mostly
Muslim Turkey overtime to support the national
liberation movements in the world dedicated. These
works, which started in Berlin, have intensified
after coming to Moscow and started to work within
the «Society of Islamic Violations». A newspaper
named «Liva-i Islam» was also issued in the name of
the society. The Bolsheviks wanted to stop Britains
support in the Russian civil war by supporting the
Bolsheviks in the Russian civil war, taking into
account the influence of Enver Pasha on the Islamic
world, by revoking a rebellion in Muslim countries
where Britain was ruled by her (Aydemir, 1972: 546-
548)%. For this, Pasha was provided as a delegate to
the «Eastern Peoples Congress» in Baku, but the
desired outcome could not be achieved. and asked
to be taken over by the people who were rebelled.
Enver Pasha, who went to Bukhara in October of
1921, was welcomed with great enthusiasm (Tiirker,
1961).

Irregular and scattered fighting that Turkistan,
Enver Pasha, after leaving Turkey has found morale
to participate in the struggle to come to Turkestan,
began to organize more regular. Since the end
of 1921, Enver Pasha has taken over the task of
managing the «Basmachi» movement from one
hand. However, it cannot be successful in this for
various reasons. On November 8, 1921, he leaves
Bukhara with 74 Turkish officers under the pretext of
going for a hunt to reach his region in East Bukhara.
Welcomed by Molla Nafiz, one of the leaders of the
struggle for liberty in Cilligol, which is connected
to Karshi (according to some sources, as Killi-Gol)
(Tiirker, 1961: 200). Thus, she started to take part in
the «Basmachi» movement as of November 9, 1921.

Enver Pasha, who took the control of a significant
part of the territory of the Bukhara Emirate with
around 20,000 mujahedin gathered in the first
places, tried to unite the Basmachi groups around a
program in the «Misak-i Milli» congress he gathered
in Kafirnihan (Baysun, 1945: 92-93). Especially,
he tried to take Lakay Ibrahim Bey, which is an
important power among the Uzbek people, but the
fact that Lakay Ibrahim had difficulty with Pasha
and even kept him under surveillance had lost time
to Enver Pasha in the other parts of Russia. The Red

Army, who took control, had the opportunity to shift
a significant amount of military power to Turkistan.
These developments resulted in depression among
the «Basmachi» and the leadership of Enver Pasha
among the «Basmachi» groups in other parts of
Turkistan.

As Enver Pasha moved to the ranks of the
struggle for freedom, different views appeared in the
administrative staff of the Bukhara public republic.
While Osman Hodja and his friends wanted to
follow an independent state policy by getting rid of
the hegomania of the Russians, Feyzullah Hodja and
his comrades, who served as the Prime Minister in
the Government, preferred a way of compromising
the Russians. Many government members (11 of the
21 ministers were very rich). Favored determining
the attitude according to the course of the struggle
between Enver Pasha and the Russians. Many
supporters of Emir, such as ibrahim Bek, opposed
both Enver Pasha, the government of the Ceditites
and the Communists, as well as the Russians.
Bukhara Communists, like Akgurin, favored
working together with the Russians unconditionally.
Enver Pasha had to do the truth in an environment
where there were such opposing ideas and powers
(Hayit, 1997: 215).

The number of soldiers gathered around Enver
Pasha in May 1922 was around 20,000. In addition,
as the center of East Bukhara, Duchenbe and
important cities such as Hisar, Belcivan, Kolab,
Darvaz, Karatekin, Saraykemer, Korgantepe,
Kabadivan and a significant part of Baysun province
were seized, local and civil administrations in these
places in accordance with the decisions taken at the
15 April 1922 congress. It was established.

Battles took place in many places in May.
While these battles also achieved great success,
the «Basmachi» movement had the opportunity
to spread to almost everywhere in June 1922. The
Russian headquarters were attacked with night and
day raids, the Russians were bored in many places,
the Russians who heard the «Basmachi» were
leaving their places.

The participation of Enver Pasha in the
«Basmachi» movement has given the movement
a more in-depth dimension. This has led to new
interactions inside and outside Turkistan. While
it brought a new hope and excitement to most of
the «Basmachi», it caused panic and fear in the
Russians. This fear of the Russians was due to
the understanding that the movement they tried to
present as an internal issue could turn into a broader
meaning and that other states could get involved. So
they took much tougher military measures. Russians,
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who sent an army of one hundred thousand people
to the region, began to take control of the region
in a short time. Enver Pasha, who lost his war on
June 15, 1922, retires to the village of Belcivan
near Dusenbe. He tries to resist the Russians with
a few soldiers around him. However, on August 4,
1922, they were subjected to Russian raids when
they performed festive prayers. Red-army troops led
by a Armenian Communist Agabekov and a Tajik
Abdurrahman attacked Enver Pashas headquarters
on the second day of the sacrifice. Enver Pasha
was martyred in this conflict. The Russians, who
evaluated the negative effect of the death of Enver
Pasha on the «Basmachiy, dispatched more soldiers,
planes and tanks to the region and occupied almost
all of the regions that participated in the national
uprising until the winter of 1924 (Saray, 1995: 104:
112-113).

Although the sudden death of Enver Pasha
caused disappointment and despair among the
«Basmachi», they continued their struggle without
giving up. In this respect, Russian officials, who
thought that the wars would come to an end with
the death of Enver Pasha and that the «Basmachi»
movement would be digested, were disappointed.
The «Basmachi» continued their struggles until
1934, and had troubled days for the Russians.

Conclusion

The «Basmachi» movement was not a class
struggle, but a religious and nationalist struggle. The
struggle between the nomad and his obscene was
ultimately the Turkish-Russian struggle. Turks were
defeated from this struggle. The reason for this was
not that Russia was Russia, but Turks were nomadic
and their economic structures could not find their
place in the communist elements. Because these
items consisted of soldiers, peasants and industrial
workers.

Since 1919, the Russians had the opportunity
to dispatch a large number of soldiers and
officers to Turkistan. The Red Army used tanks,
planes, cannons and gas against «Basmachi».
He even poisoned some wells in the deserts. He
won some of the people who would make Soviet
propaganda among the Turkestan people. Some
of the Muslims living under Russian domination,
not from Turkistan, deceived them to serve against
the Turkistan struggle. The fact that Muslims in
European Russia do not support their brothers in
Asia, work for the Russian government and take the
front of the Eastern Turks who are trying to carry
out the local mukhtar program within the federal
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framework are among the indispensable reasons
for the failure of the «Basmachi» movement. If
we briefly summarize the reasons for the defeat
of «Basmachi»; The «Basmachi» cannot create
a dictated, disciplined unity among themselves,
lack a central administration, act as the rulers of
the leaders, and act as if they were the rulers of
their own regions, the disadvantages of the arms of
the mujahids and the soldiers of the mujahids. the
lack of quality and importance in the face of their
arms, the start of the economic crisis due to wars
and various reasons (Russia could bring supporters
from outside Turkestan to its troops), the absence
of a strong Islamic state that helped Turks and
Muslims of Turkestan in the middle, and the fact
that Western European states did not approach the
Turkistan issue and the lack of political and military
assistance, the number of soldiers and superiority
of the Red Army compared to the «Basmachi» etc.
reasons can be counted.

There were several reasons for the Russians
success in Central Asia. Terrorism and the Hokand
massacre, which the Russians had manifested
once, prevented the rebellion from possessing an
intellectual administrative staff and at the same
time, dropped the hopes of establishing a central
government. After the massacre, the possibility
of the «Basmachi» movement to reach a political
opposition status was also eliminated. Secondly,
the excitement and fanatic belief created by the
revolution were the desire to destroy the enemies of
the revolution, the driving forces. The Russians and
some Muslims who joined the Red Army in 1920
were ready to die for the sake of the revolution.
Finally, Frunze’s policy of softening tension began
to take effect. The natives really began to believe
that Russian terror had disappeared. In addition, the
«Basmachi» were never able to receive any real help
from outside. The clashes with the Red Army were
rural and guerrilla warfare. After 1923, the Red
Army Command forced the «Basmachi» to battle
in both Turkistan and Lakay and «Basmachi» were
defeated in these battles. In addition to the in-place
maneuvers of the Red Army, Frunze’s rationalist
approaches to political problems have brought
about the results that have caused the environment
to settle.

At that time, the only state that could help the
«Basmachi» was England. «Basmachi» leaders have
made great efforts to obtain this opportunity from
different channels, but they have not been able to
achieve this. The British did not support the struggle
and success of the Central Asian Turks against
the Russians. Because if the Turkish elements in
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the region succeeded in the revolt against Russian
imperialism, Afghanistan, India and Far East
Muslims who were in their own domination could
follow the same path, which could have a headache
in the region. Moreover, the fact that Enver Pasha,
a powerful politician of the Ottoman State, who
was a beloved person in the Turkish-Islamic world
at the beginning of the movement, could not be
considered as a local movement for the British. His
messages could influence the entire Islamic world,
in particular, it could also lead to developments
that could delay the division of Anatolia or the
liquidation of the Ottoman State. However, given
the Russian-British competition in the region, there
are many reasons that may require the British to
support this revolt.

Notes

1. «The only and undeniable reason for the birth
of the Basmist Movement among Muslims is hid-
den in this extraordinary and unprecedented anti-
national and unrelated class violence» says Mustafa
Chokay, one of the Basmach leaders.

2. These wars eliminated state authority and
public order in the region and created a chaos. This
situation caused the Russians in the region to think
about themselves and engage in various activities.

3. Enver Pasha gave information about her ac-
tivities in her letters she sent to Mustafa Kemal Pa-
sha at different times while she was in Moscow and
stated that they accepted the activity of the Russians
as a principle.
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