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The urban population in 
Kazakhstan is the context of 
global trends and features of 

urbanization in the country in 
the late twentieth and early 

twenty-first of century 

Today, more than half of the world’s population live in cities, and its 
growth rates continue to increase. A big number of large urban agglomera
tions. According to the Secretary of the United Nations the number of citi
zens is increased from 2.3 billion to 3.9 billion in 1994. By 2050 it should 
be grown to 6.3 billion. The degree and rate of urbanization are significant 
variations on region, country and even individual cities. The development 
of the urban population in Kazakhstan is the country initially being in line 
with global trends for all in the late twentieth and early twentyfirst centu
ries., the city entered a new phase of population growth associated with 
the transfer of the capital to Astana, Kazakhstan and realization of forced 
modernization tasks.
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ХХ ғaсыр дың со ңы – ХХІ ғaсыр-
дың бaсындaғы ел де гі  

урбa низaция мен әлем дік  
тренд тер кон текс ін де гі  

Қaзaқстaнның  
қaлa тұр ғындaры

Бү гін де жер шaры ның жaрты сынaн aстaм тұр ғындaры қaлaлaрды 
ме кен деу де жә не бұл қaр қын ды түр де өсу де. Ірі қaлaлaр сaны 
aртудa. БҰҰ Хaтшы лы ғы ның мә лі мет те рі не қaрaсaқ, 1994 жыл ғы 2,3 
мл рдтaн 2014 жы лы 3,9 мл рдқa де йін  өс кен. 2050 жылғa де йін  6,3 
мл рдқа же ту ке рек ті гі болжaнып отыр. Со ны мен бір ге, урбa низaция 
қaрқындaры же ке ле ген aймaқтaрдa, ел дер де, тіп ті қaлaлaрдa aйқын 
бaйқaлaды. ХХ ғaсыр дың со ңы мен ХХІ ғaсыр бaсындa қaлaлaр тұр
ғындaрдың сaнын aрт ты ру дың жaңa фaзaсынa өт ті. Оның бір қы ры 
елордaның Астaнaғa aуысу мен де бaйлaныс ты. 

Түйін сөз дер: урбa низa ция, қaлa тұр ғындaры, қaлaлaр, қaлa тип
тік по се локтaр, тұр ғындaрдың өсу кө зі, мигрa ция, мехa никaлық өсім, 
тaби ғи өсім.

Алтaев А.Ш., Хaсaнaевa Л.М., 
Урaзбaевa А.М.

Го ро дс кое нaсе ле ние 
Кaзaхстaнa в кон це ХХ – нaчaле 

ХХI векa в кон текс те ми ро вых 
трен дов и осо бен нос тей  

урбa низaции в стрaне

Се год ня боль ше по ло ви ны нaсе ле ния плaне ты про живaет в го
родaх и тем пы его ростa про должaют уве ли чивaться. Пос тоян но 
рaстет чис ло круп ных го ро дс ких aгло мерaций. Соглaсно дaнным 
Сек ретaриaтa ООН чис лен нос ть го рожaн уве ли чилaсь с 2,3 мл рд. в 
1994 го ду до 3,9 мл рд. в 2014 го ду. К 2050 го ду оно долж но вырaсти 
до 6,3 мл рд. При этом сте пень и тем пы урбa низaции имеют знaчи
тель ные вaриaции по ре ги онaм, стрaнaм и дaже от дель ным го родaм. 
В кон це ХХ – нaчaле ХХI  вв. го родa вс ту пи ли в но вую фaзу ростa 
чис лен нос ти нaсе ле ния, связaнную с пе ре но сом сто ли цы в Астaну и 
реaлизa цией зaдaч фор си ровaнной мо дер низaции РК.

Клю че вые словa: урбa низa ция, го ро дс кое нaсе ле ние, го родa, по
сел ки го ро дс ко го типa, ис точ ни ки ростa нaсе ле ния, мигрa ции, мехa
ни чес кий при рост, ес те ст вен ный при рост. 
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With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the process of urbanization 
and urban population growth has slowed down and even began to 
show a drop. In the 90 years of the twentieth century, the urban 
population in Kazakhstan has decreased more intense than the 
rural. This process has been replaced back, the urban population 
has increased and agriculture has declined in 1999-2005 years. In 
2006-2007, the number of residents fell again, and rural residents 
increased, which was due to the administrative and territorial 
changes, the transformation of urban settlements in rural areas. 
Currently, the overall rate of growth of urban population is much 
higher than the rate of growth of the villagers. Today, the urban 
population determines the overall dynamics of the population of 
Kazakhstan, for example, in 2008-2009 the population growth in 
the Republic of Kazakhstan took place at the expense of citizens to 
74.1%.

 The demographic development of population growth trends 
are remained the urban and rural population decline. By 2001, the 
urban population of the Republic amounted to 8.3 million (55.8%), 
agriculture – 6.5 million people (44.2%). The highest proportion of 
urban population was in the city Karaganda – 82.4%, respectively, 
and the lowest percentage of the rural population – 17.6%. The 
urban population of Karaganda region amounted to 1138.8 thousand 
people, which is comparable with the population of Almaty. Second 
place in the urban population occupies the East-Kazakhstan – 882.6 
thousand people (58.7%). But here too large proportion of the rural 
population – 41.3% – mainly due to the territory of the former 
Semipalatinsk region. In third place for the urban population – the 
South-Kazakhstan oblast – 740.3 thousand people, although the 
proportion of the urban population is the lowest in the country – only 
36.6%. But as the total population of the region is high, and high 
absolute number of residents. The lower indicator of the share of 
the urban population was registered only in Almaty region – 28.7%, 
but this does not include most of Almaty. A high proportion of the 
urban population showed Mangistau (78.8%) and Pavlodar (63.7%) 
regions. But in absolute terms, the urban population here is small – 
255 thousand and 494.5 In 2003, the urban population of Kazakhstan 
was 8,457,152 thousand people, in 2007 it increased to 8,833,249 in 
2009 – to 8,662,919 in 2012 – to 9,127,105, and in 2014 it reached 
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9,433,482 thousand. In absolute terms, the rural 
population has also shown growth since 2003 their 
number has increased from 6,409,685 to 7,727,292 
thousand people in 2014. At the same time it has 
decreased in the share of urban population in the 
total population, while the share of agriculture has 
increased. Thus, the share of urban population was 
56.9% in 2003, and rural – 43.1%. In 2014, this ratio 
was 54.9 / 45.1%. Despite the fact that the Republic 
of Kazakhstan is a country with an average level of 
urbanization since the end of the twentieth century, 
and today, it is the trend of urbanization. However, 
due to the development of immigration, due to the 
repatriation of ethnic Kazakhs, dispersing mainly 
in rural areas, there has been an increase in the 
proportion of rural population in the country.

The results of the 1999 census recorded the 
most urbanized areas that are Karaganda, where the 
proportion of the urban population accounted for 
82.2%, Mangistau – 78.4%, Pavlodar – 63.4% and 
East Kazakhstan – 58.8%.

In the period between the censuses of 1989 and 
1999 a significant reduction of the urban population 
was noted in Akmola (to 122 thousand or 24.3%), 
Karaganda (to 267.4 thousand or 18.7%) and the 
East Kazakhstan (to 131.9 thousand or 12.8%) 
regions. At the same time its observed in Kostanay 
by 3.7 percentage, Aktobe – 2.1, North Kazakhstan 
– by 1.9, 0.5 Karaganda, East Kazakhstan – to about 
4 and Kyzylorda – on 0 3 [1].

The 2009 census noted the increase in urban 
population in most regions of Kazakhstan. As 
before, the greatest number of citizens was observed 

in Karaganda region (1,039,005 persons.), In the 
second place – South Kazakhstan (970 164) on the 
third – the East Kazakhstan region (801,145). 10.9% 
respectively. In the period between the censuses of 
1999 and 2009 the urban population in the South 
Kazakhstan region has increased by 178,831 people, 
or 1.2 times.

Share according to the 2009 census, the urban 
population accounted for 54.2%, agriculture – 
45.8% (PN 1999 – 56.4%). The decline of 2.2 points 
[2].

The most urbanized regions were Karaganda 
(where lived 77.8% of the urban population), 
Pavlodar (67.9%) and Aktobe (61.1%) regions.

In 2013, the proportion of the urban population 
of Kazakhstan was 54.9%, having increased in 
comparison with 2009 by 0.7%. Karaganda region 
is still the most urbanized region in Kazakhstan, 
the proportion of citizens rose to 78.4% (PN 2009 
– 77.8%). It is followed by Pavlodar – 69.2% 
(PN 2009 – 67.9%), Aktobe – 61.6% (PN 2009 – 
61.1%). In all of these areas the percentage of the 
urban population has increased in the years 2009-
2013, which was caused by the development in them 
within SPAIID new productions.

Geographically, the majority of the urban 
population is concentrated in the Central Kazakhstan. 
The territorial distribution of the urban population is 
presented in Table 1 [3].

In 2013 comparing 2009, the urban population 
has grown, as in the whole country and by region. 
The largest increase was registered in Western 
Kazakhstan – 108, 9%.

Table 1 – The urban population of Kazakhstan and its regions in 2009 and 2013

2009 2013 2013 в %
к 2009

Kazakhstan 8 662 919 9 277 657 107,1
South 2 093 869 2 238 148 106,9
West 1 238 577 1 349 540 108,9
East 801 145 815 502 101,8

Central 1 039 005 1 068 385 102,8
North 1 523 192 1 552 455 101,9

In 1999, the largest city of Kazakhstan is Almaty, 
where 1,130,100 people lived.. The cities with a 
population of 450 thousand people treated Karaganda, 
Shymkent, Taraz, Astana, Ust-Kamenogorsk, 
Pavlodar; up to 300 thousand inhabitants – Semey, 

Aktobe, Kostanay, Petropavlovsk.; up to 200 
thousand -. Uralsk, Temirtau, Atyrau, Kyzylorda, 
Aktau, Ekibastuz, Kokshetau, Ore. The rest of the 
cities had a population of less than 100 thousand. 
Man. At the same time, in 1999, almost all cities 
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there was a reduction in population and only four 
– its growth: Astana (35.2 thousand people, or 
12.8%.), Almaty (57.5 thousand person, or 5.4%), 
Taraz (26.1 thousand, or 8.6%) and Kyzyl-Orda (7 
thousand. pers., or 4.7%). The largest decrease in the 
number of inhabitants was recorded in Karaganda 
(70.4 thousand. or 13.9%), Semipalatinsk (by 47.5 
thousand. Pers., Or 15%), Temirtau (43.1 thousand 
people., or 20.2%).

The ethnic composition of the urban population 
there are significant changes related to the ongoing 
process of urbanization of the Kazakh ethnic group. 
So, since 1989 the Kazakhs have increased their 
representation in the cities by 75.6%. A share of 
Kazakhs in the composition of the urban population 
has risen by 24 points and reached 50.6% by 2006. 
Currently, the title ethnic group is more than half the 
population of cities in Kazakhstan.

On activation of the Kazakhs urbanization also 
indicates the specific ratio of the people who live 
in towns and villages as part of the ethnic group of 
the population, which in 2006 came close to equal 
performance: 49.4% and 50.6%. In comparison with 

1989, when the proportion of urban residents in the 
composition of the Kazakh population was equal to 
38.4%, one can observe an increase in the proportion 
of 11 points, or 28.6%, with a similar reduction in its 
villagers. In other ethnic groups there was a reduction 
in the number of cities of Kazakhstan. There can be 
distinguished Russian, whose number decreased by 
36.6%, Germans – 74.8%, and Ukrainians – 53.1%.

In 2013, the majority of citizens amounted 
to Kazakhs. Only in 2010-2013 years the Kazakh 
population of the urban population increased from 
4833131 to 5456746, the Russian population has 
decreased from 2767037 to 2710396 people. Russian 
now account for 29.1% of the urban population, the 
Kazakhs today represented 58.82% [4].

In terms of economic regions of the urban 
population predominates in the Centre, East and 
West Kazakhstan. Southern and Northern regions 
are still the least urbanized in the country. Since 
2003, it began to increase the number, both urban 
and rural populations. Fig. 1 – Changes in the 
number of urban and rural population of Kazakhstan 
in 2003-2014 gg. [5].

 

0

1000000

2000000

3000000

4000000

5000000

6000000

7000000

8000000

9000000

10000000

2003 2007 2009 2012 2014

Figure

In 2003, the urban population of Kazakhstan 
was 8,457,152 thousand people, in 2007 it increased 
to 8,833,249 in 2009 -.. To 8,662,919 in 2012 – 
9,127,105, and in 2014 reached 9,433,482 thous.. In 
absolute terms, the rural population has also shown 

growth since 2003 their number has increased from 
6,409,685 to 7,727,292 thousand people in 2014. At 
the same time there was a decrease in the share of 
urban population in the total population, while the 
share of agriculture – increased. Thus, the share of 
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urban population was 56.9% in 2003, and rural – 
43.1%. In 2014, this ratio was 54.9 / 45.1%. Despite 
the fact that the Republic of Kazakhstan is a country 
with an average level of urbanization since the 
end of the twentieth century, and today, the trend 
of urbanization. However, due to the development 
of immigration due to the repatriation of ethnic 
Kazakhs, dispersing mainly in rural areas, there has 
been an increase in the proportion of rural population 
in the country.

In 2014 in Kazakhstan there were 30 cities with 
a population numbering 50,000 or more inhabitants, 
and a population of over 100 thousand and 22 cities. 
In 01/01/2014, the urban population in Kazakhstan 
was 43%.

The largest city is Almaty Kazakhstan, home to 
more than 1400 thousand. People (in the metropolitan 
area around 2100 thousand people).

Cities with population of 600 thousand 
inhabitants are: Karaganda, Shymkent, Astana.

Cities with population of 400 thousand 
inhabitants are: Taraz, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Pavlodar, 
Semey, Aktobe.

Cities with population of 200 thousand 
inhabitants are: Kostanay, Petropavlovsk, Uralsk, 
Temirtau, Atyrau, Kyzylorda.

Cities with population of 100 thousand 
inhabitants are: Turkestan, Aktau, Ekibastuz, 
Kokshetau, Rudny, Zhezkazgan, Taldykorgan.

Other cities have a population of less than 100 
thousand people: Ridder, Baikonur, Balkhash, Satpayev, 
Kentau, Stepnogosk, Zhanaozen, Shakhtinsk.

14 cities are regional centers: Kokshetau, Aktobe, 
Taldykorgan, Atyrau, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Taraz, 
Uralsk, Karaganda, Kostanay, Kyzylorda, Aktau, 
Pavlodar, Petropavlovsk, Shymkent. The two cities 
have the status of republican significance: Alma-Ata 
(Almaty), Astana (the capital). Other large cities are 
the cities of regional subordination: Stepnogorsk in 
Akmola region; Zhanaozen in Atyrau oblast; Semey 
and Ridder of the East Kazakhstan region; Balkhash, 
Zhezkazgan, Satpayev, Temirtau, Shakhtinsk 
Karaganda region; Baikonur in Kyzylorda oblast; 
Rudny in Kustanai region; Ekibastuz in Pavlodar 
region; Kentau and Turkestan in South Kazakhstan 
region [6]. 

Table 2

М Name of cities Region Population Place Name of cities Region Population
1 Almaty - 1 507 737 12 Kyzylorda Kyzylorda 213 165
2 Astana - 814 401 13 Petropavl North-Kazakhstan 207 402
3 Shymkent South Kazakhstan 683 273 14 Atyrau Atyrau 196 494
4 Karaganda Karaganda 484 596 15 Aktau Mangystau 181 526
5 Aktobe Aktobe 377 520 16 Temirtau Karaganda 175 632
6 Taraz Zhambul 351 476 17 Turkestan South Kazakhstan 155 549
7 Pavlodar Pavlodar 329 901 18 Kokshetau Akmola 140 846
8 Ust-Komenogorsk East Kazakhstan 314 014 19 Taldykorgan Almaty 135 217
9 Semipalatinsk East Kazakhstan 312 065 20 Ekibastus Pavlodar 130 903
1 Ural West Kazakhstan 227 385 21 Rudnyi Kostanay 114 170
1 Kostanay Kostanay 221 970 22 Zhanaozen Mangystau 106 221

So, still the largest largest city in Kazakhstan is 
Almaty, which today is the home to more than half a 
million people. In the near future, one million people 
will become the center of the capital Astana and 
South Kazakhstan region – Shymkent. For example, 
the population of Astana during the intercensal 
period increased from 328,300 people – in 1999 
to 613 thousand people – in 2009, ie, population 
increased by 1.9 times, while the total population 

of the republic the share of Astana city population 
increased from 2.2% – in 1999 to 3.8% – in 2009 and 
had one of the highest growths in comparison with 
other regions of the republic. Thus, at the present 
moment the Republic of Kazakhstan is a country 
with a fairly high level of urbanization, the urban 
population as a whole is close to 60% of the total 
number. In some regions, such as in the center and 
east of the urbanized population share exceeds 80%.
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