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social system of the empire. The essay seeks to show how the historically closed Kazakh elite began to
acquire the characteristics of an imperial estate and furthermore opened to ordinary Kazakhs. It argues
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19 racbipaafbl Ka3sak ABOPSIHAbIFbIHbIH, SBOAIOLUSICbI

Anaarna. LLleT aiiMakTapAbiH UMINEPUSIABIK, BUAIK asiCbiHA 6TY MEH UMIEPUS YATICIHE cait @3repyAiH,
epeKLUeAIKTePIH aHblKTayAa anMakTblK, e3relleAikTep lWelywi peA aTtkapAbl. byAa ypaicte aayaH
TYPAI KOFAMAQPAbIH, UMIMEPUSIHBIH, CasiC BAEYMETTIK XYyHeciHe 6erniMAeAy TaCiAAepi, SFHM OAApAbIH
opTak, UMrepust YATICIHAETI XKyiere eHyAeri Xkeke >XOAAQPbIH »Kacaybl MaHbI3Abl OpblH aAabl. backa
AQ KerTereH >afFpanAap CUSKTbl, Ka3ak, KeluneAi KoFaMbliHbIH Aa Pecell uMnepuscobl >KyieciHe eHyi
MeH 6GeriMAEAYIHAE MHAMBUAYaAAAbI >KOAbI 6OAABL. 19 Facbipaarbl Kasak, AasacblHAQFbl aliMaKTbIK,
cascum e3repictep OGyriHri TaHFa AeMiH TapuX FbIABIMBIHAA XKeKe 3epTTey 06bekTici 6OAFaHbIMEH, OyA
TEPPUTOPUSAAFbl DAEYMETTIK TpaHCopMaumsa YPAICi oAl 3epTTeamereH. bepiareH makaaa Tapumx
FbIABIMbIHAQFbI OCbl MOCEAEHI TOAbIKTbIpyFa apHaAaabl. ByA Makasa kasak, KeLumneAi KOFaMblHbIH
GeAriAi GOAIriHIH MMNepuUst XKYMeciHe cail 9aAeYMETTIK e3repicTepre yliblpay Ke3eHiH, atan anTKaHAa
19 FacbIpAbIH €KiHLLI >KapTbICbIHAAFbI DAEYMETTIK ©3repiCTepAi 3epTTenai. Makaraaa Tapuxm xaoblk,
cunaTtra GOAFAH Kasak, DAMTACbl MMMEPATOPAbIK, COCAOBME >XYMECIHIH epeKlIeAiKTepiH CiHipreHiH,
COHbIMEH KaTap Kasak, KOFaMblHbIH GapAbIK MylleAepiHe atublk, 60Aa GacTaraH YpAICi 3epTTeAeai.
3epTTey >KYMbICbl Ka3ak, KeLUrneAi KOFaMblHAAFbl Kapa XaAbIKTblH MMMEPUSHbIH, apTbIKWbIAbIKKA Me
COCAOBUEAepiHe — aTa TeriHeH Gepri ABOPSIHAbIK XXOHe KYpMeTTi azamaTTap KypamblHa eHyi Kasak,
ABOPSIHADBIFbl 3BOAIOLIMSICbIHBIH, ASAEAI GOABIM TabbIAATbIHbI TY>KbIPbIMAAAFAH. 3€PTTEY >XKYMbICbI XKaHa
MMIMEPUOAOT S, DACYMETTIK TapmX CUSKTbl TAPUXM YCTAHbIMAAPFa HEri3AEATeH.

TyitiH ce3aep: aAeyMeTTIK Tapux, cocaoBueAep, Kasak, aaAachl, Kasak, ABOPSIHAbIFbI, KYPMETTi
a3amMaTTbIK,
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DBOAIOLIMSA Ka3aXCKOro ABOpPSIHCTBA 19 Beka

AHHOTaums. PervoHaAbHble 0COGEHHOCTM MrpaAW PELLAIOWYIO POAb B OMPEAEAEHMM XapakTepa
npeo6pasoBaHusl nepudeprn MoA MMMNEPCKMM MPABAEHMEM M OCOOGEHHOCTSIX WX MHTerpaumn B
MMMEPCKOe MPOCTPAHCTBO. BadkHbiIM B 3TOM npouecce ObiAM CcBOE0Bpa3Hbie CrocoObl, KOTOPbIMM
pasHble 06LlecTBa MPUCTIOCOOASIAUCH K COLIMOMOAUTMYECKON CUCTEME WMMEpUM — TO €eCTb, WX
WHAMBWAYAAbHBIN MYyTb BKAIOYEHUS B OAHOPOAHYIO MMMEPCKYI0 MOAeAb. Kak CO MHOrMMM ApPYrMmu
CAYYasIMM, Y Ka3axCKOro Ko4yeBoro o6uectsa ObiA CBOM MyTb B aAanTaLlMu U MHKOPTOPALLMKN B CUCTEMY
Poccuiickor nmnepun. Bee >ke, eCAM pervoHaabHble MoAUTHYeckue npeobpasoBatus Kasaxckoi crenm
B 19 BeKe SIBASAUCb AO 3TOrO BPEMEHU 06BHEKTOM MCTOPUUECKOTO M3YUEHUs], TO NPOBAEMA COLLMAAbHbIX
M3MEHEHMIN B 3TOM PErMoHe OCTAETCS BCE ellle He MCCAeAOBAHHOM. AaHHAs CTaTbs SIBASETCS MOMbITKON
BOCMOAHWUTb 3TOT NpobeA B nctopuueckoit Hayke. OHa MCCAEAYET CoLMaAbHble npeobpa3oBaHUsl BO
BTOPOW NMOAOBMHE 19-r0 Beka, KOraa onpeAeAeHHble MPeACTaBUTEAN Ka3axCKOro KO4eBoro obuecTsa
AAQNTMPOBAAMCH K COLIMAAbHBIM NPeo6pa3oBaHMsM MO CUCTEME MMMepUK. B cTatbe aeraeTcs nonbiTka
M3yunTb BOMPOC Kak MCTOPMYECKM 3aKpbiTas Kasaxckas dAMTa HauaAa npuobperatb 0COOEHHOCTU
MUMIMEPATOPCKOM COCAOBHOM CUCTEMbI, M KPOME TOro, CTAHOBMAACb OTKPbITOM OObIYHbIM Ka3axam.
McecaepoBaTeabckas pabota yTBEPXKAAET, UTO MHTErpaums oOblUHbIX Ka3axoB B MPWMBUAErMPOBaHHbIE
COCAOBMS MMIMEPUN — MOTOMCTBEHHOE ABOPSHCTBO M TaK Ha3blBaeMOE MOYETHOE TPaXKAAHCTBO —
SBASIETCSI AOKA3aTEAbCTBOM 3BOAIOLIMM Ka3axCKOro ABOPSIHCTBA. MccaeaoBaHme 6asmpyeTcsl Ha Takmx

noAXoAaX Kak HOBad MMMNeproAormga, coumaAbHasa MCTopud.
KAtoueBble cAoBa: couMaAbHas MCTopund, COCAOBUA, Kazaxckas CTelnb, Ka3aXCkoe ABOPAHCTBO,

noYyeTHoe rpakK AaHCTBO.

Introduction

In contemporary research on the Russian Em-
pire as a multinational state, more scholars are di-
recting their attention to the empire’s regions. Re-
gional features played a critical role in determining
the nature of the transformation of peripheries under
imperial rule and the particularities of their integra-
tion into that larger polity. Essential to this process
was the manner in which distinct societies adapted
to the empire’s socio-political system—that is, their
individual way of embedding themselves within a
uniform imperial model. Scholars have demonstrat-
ed the ways in which different borderlands of the
Russian Empire entered into this system—a process
that depended on the directed policy and the atti-
tude the imperial state. Many historical works ex-
plore this process of the socio-political incorpora-
tion of particular borderlands into the central orders
of the empire (Central’naia Azia, 2001; Zapadnye
okrainy; Severnyi Kavkaz, 2007; Kusber, 2008). As
with many other cases, Kazakh nomadic society had
an individual way of adapting and entering into the
imperial system. Yet if regional political transfor-
mations of the Kazakh steppe in the 19th century
have been the object of historical investigation (Ab-
drakhmanova 2010; Zimanov2009), then problem
of social change in this region at the time remains
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largely unstudied. This essay represents an attempt
to fill this designated lack.

The formation of new estates [sosloviia] in the
Steppe, and in particular the emergence of a Ka-
zakh nobility, was the result of social differentia-
tion of society. The empire’s regional policy in the
19"-century Kazakh steppe aimed to integrate this
emerging group into the political and social order
of the Russian empire. With large-scale reforms on
administrative management of the Steppe, St Peters-
burg introduced considerable change into the social
structure of local society throughout the century.
Among the most important alterations was the for-
mation of new estates among the Kazakh people:
officials, nobles, and honored citizens. Naturally,
these estates, which combined both traditional no-
madic and imperial characteristics, had their own
specific properties. Nevertheless, the formation of
new social groups, such the Kazakh nobility and
honored citizens, challenges claims that the Kazakh
nomadic society did not incorporate into imperial
social space (Kappeler, 2001: 94; Kappeler, 2007).

Kazakh society up to the beginning of the 20th
century continued to lead a nomadic lifestyle, and
the imperial state maintained several levels of lo-
cal government that were rooted in traditional pat-
rimonial ties. This socio-economic particularity
represented the main reason for the incomplete in-
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tegration of Kazakh nomadic society into the impe-
rial social system. But fundamental changes in the
Kazakh Steppe and the emergence of the new so-
cial phenomena and groups influenced and gradu-
ally changed public consciousness of the Kazakh
nomadic society throughout the 19th century. To
be sure, traditional clans continued to exist, but Ka-
zakh officials adopted new priorities in managing
the empire’s social space. So in the second half of
19th century, in line with the empire-wide policy de-
signed to standardize estates all over the empire, the
Russian administration in the Steppe tried to weaken
the influences and advantages of the local elite and
to strengthen a role of the Russian officials in non-
Russian regions. This policy opened a door to Ka-
zakhs who lacked aristocratic origin but aspired to
be a part of the imperial privileged estate. Indeed,
this process cardinally changed the consciousnesses
of Kazakh nomads about enjoying elite status. The
result was an absolutely new structure of society, an
alternative type of culture on the basis of traditional
nomadic society. How did this process of social ad-
aptation of some Kazakh nomads to the empire’s
elite features occur? How could the ordinary Kazakh
become a part of the empire’s privileged estate?

This essay explores social transformations in the
second half of the 19th century, when certain mem-
bers Kazakh nomadic society embraced the social
system of the empire. It seeks to show how the his-
torically closed Kazakh elite began to acquire the
characteristics of an imperial estate and furthermore
opened to ordinary Kazakhs. It argues that the inte-
gration of ordinary Kazakhs into the empire’s privi-
leged estates —principally the nobility and so-called
honored citizens—is the proof of evolution of the
Kazakh nobility.

New estates in the Steppe

The purposeful incorporation of the Kazakh
Steppe into the system of the Russian Empire began
with administrative-territorial reforms in 1820s.
These reforms were an important indicator of the
imperial state’s political aspirations, which in the
19™ century entailed an effort to promote a more
uniform system in all aspects of the state. But at this
stage tsarist rule could realistically aspire only to
external homogenization of structures of rule and in
fact intentionally maintained a variety of structures
and institutions among the people of the empire. A
formula “equivalent in form and not equal in status”
(Kivelson, 2017: 126) became an important element
in imperial policy in relation to different groups.
The process of the Kazakh steppe’s inclusion into a

uniform imperial system of rule and social order is a
striking example of this statement: legally, Kazakh
society came to approximate the imperial model, but
in fact new estates among the Kazakh population
had a distinct character in which more traditional
features prevailed.

Those Kazakhs who held imperial positions
became enmeshed in the rank system of the empire
and thus acquired a way to attain the status of
noble or honored citizen. Tsarist social policy at
the time promoted inclusion of the Kazakh steppe
into the empire’s legislative space, and efforts
to incorporate the region into the system of all-
imperial rule necessitated reorganization of local
administrative-territorial management of the
Steppe. Through changes in local administration,
tsarist rule entered the imperial social order. In the
steppe the government created several jurisdictions
with different political forms of rule: Kazakhs of the
Siberian department (vedomstva), governed by so-
called “senior sultans” [starshie sultany]; Kazakhs
of the Orenburg department (vedomstva), headed by
so-called “sultans-governors” [sultany-praviteli];
and the Bukeev (or Inner) Horde, ruled by a khan
and his council. All these new or transformed
positions represented imperial power in the steppe
region, and those inhabiting them now received
imperial ranks based on the all-imperial “Table of
ranks.” In this way the imperial state also supported
the advantaged position of the local elite. In line
with these innovations, Kazakhs received ranks and
moved ahead in state service, thereby becoming
officials of the empire.

It is notable that in the course of reforming the
Kazakh steppe the imperial government authorized
a curious combination of traditional and modern
elements and outlooks between “traditional” and
“new”. Kazakh officials holding positions in local
administration remained nomads and continued
to live a tribal existence. Even having attained the
high rank of a noble status, a Kazakh sultan, first of
all, remained chingissid, or a representative of the
nomadic aristocracy. Especially at the beginning of
the steppe’s social transformation, tsarist statesmen
continued to accentuate traditional values and
features of nomadic life and culture. Thus the
particular nature of new social groups among the
Kazakh nomadic society as officials, noblemen
and honored citizens reflected the intertwining of
the “nomadic” and the “imperial.” Most notably,
traditional aristocracy asserted its numerical
majority within the new privileged estates. Wishing
to keep elite privileges and features, the Kazakh
nomadic aristocracy adapted to the new order within
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imperial ruling system. Its members assumed the
principal positions created by imperial government,
entered into the imperial system of ranks, submitted
applications for gaining status as nobles or honored
citizens in hopes of making use of the associated
privileges, and furthermore played a critical role
in acquainting other Kazakhs with the imperial
order and tsarist conceptions of imperial power. It
is interesting that even as they embraced the estate
prerogatives of the tsarist order, representatives of
Kazakh privileged estates nonetheless sought to
preserve their traditional lifestyle. For example,
in petitions at the end of 19th and begin of 20th
centuries, Kazakh noblemen and honored citizens
invoked the “faithful service” and “noble origin”
of their family as a foundation for requesting the
government to allocate land “in the increased norm”
for the preservation of traditional nomadic economy
ofthemselves and their descendants. Tsarist officials,
in particular the general-governors, considered these
applications as noteworthy, moreover remarking,
as Orenburg military governorwrote, that “the
interests of the state demand not deterioration, but
improvement of development conditions of cattle
breeding farms” (TsGA RK, F.25, Op.1, d.3092: 1)
Thus the Russian administration in some cases tried
to support developing huge nomadic farms. The
Great War intervened before much could be done
on this score, however.

In short, then, political transformations and
the appearance of the imperial system of rank
in the Kazakh steppe not only eliminated the
traditional political system among Kazakhs, but also
transformed their social system. The incorporation
of the local Kazakh aristocracy (sultans) into
the empire’s privileged estates through service
represented the initial stage in the transformation of
the steppe’s social structure in 19" century.

The evolution of the Kazakh nobility: from
sultans to “common” people

The next stage of this transformation was the
incorporation of other, non-aristocratic elements of
nomadic society into the empire’s social structure.
This process was decisive turn in nomadic society
and represents the evolutionary nature of social
transformation of the Kazakh society on imperial
model in 19" century.

The Kazakh nobility included all major types of
the Russian noble estate: hereditary [potomstvennoe],
private [/ichnoe], and titled [titulovannoe] nobilities.
These different types of nobility enjoyed essentially
the same privileges in imperial laws, except that
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only generations of the titled nobility could study
in certain prestige educational institutions like
the Corps of Pages [Pazheskii korpus]. Dzhanger
khan’s generations, at the time candidates for
khan’s title in Bukeev Horde, were representatives
of the titled Kazakh nobility. In comparison with
other Kazakh noblemen, who gained noble title
by service, representatives of the titled Kazakh
nobility had complete noble estate privileges. This
was a function of their khan origin. After the death
of the last Bukeev khan Dzhanger in 1845, the
tsarist government strove to assimilate the system
of rule there more closely to imperial rule system
and therefore granted Dzhanger’s descendants
princely title rather than that of the khan. In this way
the Dzhangerovs were included into the empire’s
nobility and acquired its privileges. Thus in this case
we can see that the Kazakh nobility had differences
in acquisition noble title and its privileges. How,
then, did Kazakh noblemen differ from ordinary
nomadic social groups? How did they gain the noble
title and what kind of estate privileges they enjoy?
In the second half of the 19th century, with
changes in the government’s political intentions and
the emergence of a new order in Kazakh society, the
Kazakh nobility and its relation to estate system of
the empire was also transformed. The incorporation
of local elite into imperial estate system represented
the initial step in the process of integrating the
Steppe into the Russian Empire. Initially, imperial
rulers regarded regional elites as a key source of
social support in borderlands and therefore showed a
willingness to accept existing local social categories.
Subsequently, however, with border territories
substantially more secure, the imperial government
evinced less willingness to maintain local features.
So in the second half of 19 century imperial officials
took a different tack in ruling the Steppe, whereby
the local administration should be constituted on
the basis of personal qualities of Kazakh officials,
in particular the highly appreciated characteristics
of “fidelity to service”, “honesty”, “education”, etc.
These changes in regional rule can be explained by a
general trend of the empire on the standardization of
estates in the period of “Great Reforms,” a tendency
that was accompanied by efforts to strengthen a role
of the Russian officials in non-Russian regions. In
this regard, representatives of ordinary Kazakhs
acquired the right to occupy positions in the regional
administration and an opportunity to enter the
highest estate of the empire through faithful service.
There were two main reasons for extending
access of non-aristocratic elements of the Kazakh
society to privileged estates of the empire. First, as
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part of reforming the political system of rule in the
Steppe in the second half of the 19th century, imperial
powers found it desirable to weaken the local elite;
and second, the expansion of knowledge within
the Kazakh society, in particular among Kazakh
officials, about the estate system of the empire and
the kinds of positions that were available drove
Kazakhs themselves to seek new opportunities.

Kazakhs gained the status of nobles and honored
citizens through military and civil service, so that
social changes within regional administrative
positions altered the composition of the Kazakh
nobility.Although the reform of Siberian Kazakhs
in 1822 rendered the position the senior sultan an
elective office (§18) (PSZRI: 419), at this early
stage the Kazakh steppe was not ready to embrace
significant change, and the senior sultans were
therefore generally elected from sultans’ lineages.
We observe the same for the election of volost’
sultans: for example in 1831 in the Karkaralinsk
district[vneshnii okrug]18 of 20 volost’ rulers had
sultan origin (Institut volostnyh, 2018: 11). But
in 1840-50s the situation changed: local ruling
positions filled by representatives of common
Kazakhs, i.e. officials who received awards, Biy and
Elders (starshiny), or Kazakhs who simply enjoyed
particular respect.

In general Kazakh noblemen from non
aristocratic social group had similar characteristics
with noblemen from sultan’s origin. But notable
that existed several distinctions in an acquisition
process of the nobility by non-aristocratic Kazakhs.
In 1841, in response to Chairman’s of Border
ruling [Pogranichnoe upravlenie] petition to give a
certificate of hereditary nobility to the senior sultan,
Dzhilgar Baytokin, (The Kokchetav district) noted,
that “Baytokin held the position of senior sultan
from September 1824 to June 1826, and has held
it since 28 August 1839 until the time of petition,
and that lieutenant colonel Baytokin holds the senior
sultan position not by election, but according to the
appointment of the administration” (Kazakhskie
chinovniki, 2015: 95). He was not descended
from a sultan family, but was instead the son of
simple Kazakh. Further, the petition indicated
that Baytokin, as an ordinary Kazakh and without
serving three terms in the position of senior sultan,
did not yet have legislative grounds to receive the
nobility. Nevertheless, Border ruling [ Pogranichnoe
upravienie] left this proposal to the governor’s
“own decision” (TsGA RK, F.345, d.234: 11-13).
As a result, Dzhilgary Baytokin became a member
of the empire’s hereditary nobility: the government
designed a coat of arms for his noble family and

sent a certificate as the evidence of his noble title.
Yet this result was achieved only after the imperial
administration had considered the case for some 10
years (1841-1851), and in the end it was Baytokin’s
son Musa who received noble diploma, because the
father had died in the meantime. In comparison,
the sultan major general Mukhamedzhan
Baymukhamedov received his noble title in a year.
Thus ordinary Kazakh officials had some difficulties
in gaining a noble title in compare with sultans who
got an answer for petitions immediately.

Yet another ordinary Kazakh, lieutenant colonel
Turdybek Kochenov, received noble title in 1854.
Border ruling [Pogranichnoe upravlenie] petitioned
to the main governing of Western Siberia about the
acquisition of nobility by Kochenov, basing on his
service at the rank of lieutenant colonel. Much like
Dzhilgarin, Kochenov received his noble status only
after long discussions of the Russian administration,
in his 13 years after the original petition (TsGA RK,
F.345, d.1660: 8-11).

As these examples show, Kazakh officials
who were not originally members of the local elite
gained nobility through military or civil service. In
general, they acquired the same estate privileges
as nobles of sultan origin enjoyed, but the process
of receiving that status differed: cases involving
ordinary Kazakhs took a very long time to resolve.

Thus across a number of years there was a
gradual process of changing the social content of
local rulers in the Steppe, whereby the principle of
elite origin was replaced by that of’loyalty to the
empire.” Through faithful service, ordinary Kazakhs
could become a part of imperial elite. Such changes
in the Kazakh society, on the one hand, demonstrate
the evolution of social integration of nomadic
Kazakh society into the imperial system, and, on the
other, reveal an example of adaptation of nomadic
society to imperial orders.

Changes in perception of the noble status

The imperial government tried to implement
a bureaucratic rule system that was traditional for
the Russian Empire, according to which persons
most suitable for the activity held administrative
posts. However, in practice the colonial system in
the steppe experienced strong influence from the
traditional ruling system of nomads. The political
or social actions of the imperial power ultimately
changed depending on perception of local nomadic
society. As Virginia Martin notes, Kazakh nomads
were active participants in the exercise of the
colonial power in the Steppe—a point that she
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makes with regard to customary law of Kazakhs
continued to exist within colonial rule, answering to
challenges of the new socio-political order (Martin,
2001). Kazakh nomads perceived the new social
differentiation entered by the imperial government
through their own expectations. Kazakh nomadic
society gradually adapted to the social norms of the
empire and was co-opted into the structure of estates
and officials, noblemen and honored citizens, but
at the same time that society preserves important
traditional foundations in these new conditions.
Even while entering into the structure of the highest
estates, the Kazakh elite tried to keep not only elite
privileges, but also tribal the communications,
economic practices, cultural values that were
traditional for nomadic society. For example, the
Kazakh officials in local administration tried to
maintain the principle of heredity rule, even though
imperial authorities regarded this negatively. So, the
sultan-ruler of the Western part [Zapadnaia chast’],
Baymukhamed Aychuvakov’s son Mukhamedzhan,
also held the same position in the Middle part
[Sredniaia chast’] of the Orenburg Kazakhs, and
descendants of the nobleman Derbisali Berkimbayev
for several years held the position of the volost’
sultan. Kazakh people supported this transition
of power from father to son and the creation of a
dynasty of officials among Kazakhs.

The process of traditional Kazakh nomadic
society’s adaptation to the structure of the Russian
imperial system throughout the 19th century occurred
also through changes in Kazakhs’ consciousness,
the transformation of traditional culture, and
the formation of a new program of activity for
representatives of the Kazakh elite through the
emergence in the Steppe of new social groups, such
Kazakh officials, the Kazakh nobility, honored
citizens. As Gulmira Sultangalieva claims, Kazakh
officials’ awareness of the principles of interaction
with the Russian state and their adoption of new forms
of cooperation with the Russian administration are
the evidence of substantial integration of Kazakhs
into the realities of the imperial bureaucratic system
(Sultangaliev, 2005: 674). In this regard, for the
19th century we can observe a transformation of
mental values, customs, and behavioral models
among representatives of the Kazakh nobility. If in
the first half of the 19th century comparatively few
Kazakh officials who were entitled to acquire noble
title actually submitted petitions for this purpose, in
part because they were not aware of ways to acquire
noble title and its privileges, then in the second half
of 19th century the set of petitions of the Kazakh
officials asking the nobility and honored citizenship
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significantly increased. This demonstrates the
spread of understanding about the rank and class
system of the empire among Kazakhs. During the
same period Kazakhs’ conceptions about secular
Russian education changed as well. From the second
half of the 19th century, representatives of the
Kazakh administration tried to give to their children
Russian secular education and acquired a greater
appreciation for nobles’ privileges in the educational
sphere, thereby erasing ideas about the “danger” of
Russian education. It is not difficult to notice such
changes in the applications and letters of Kazakh
noblemen and honored citizens to the Russian
administration about accepting their relatives into
the empire’s educational institutions. For example,
the Kazakh prince Sahib Girey Chingisov asked the
Russian government to accept his brothers to at the
Corps of Pages because, he proposed, this prestige
educational institution corresponded to their social
status (Mukataev, 2003: 27). This circumstance
reveals this Kazakh prince’s awareness about
prestigious imperial educational institutions and
also the privileges of the titled nobility.

Social dynamics took place in the Kazakh
steppe throughout the 19th century. Representatives
of the Kazakh new estates (the nobility and honored
citizens) tried to use those privileges which were
clear to them and corresponded to their traditional
Kazakh outlooks. Kazakh officials who received
secular education and were thereby incorporated into
imperial regional rule urged others in the population
to accept new social values, as they otherwise would
be not capable of self-government. In Kazakh
society of this period we thus see noticeable changes
in representations, technologies of knowledge and
power, and adaptation to the imperial estate order.

Conclusion

To summarize the main conclusions of this
article, several propositions may be highlighted
here:

— In comparison with elite origin, loyal serve
played decisive role from the second half of 19
century for Kazakhs seeking to acquire estate privi-
leges.

— The differentiation, namely dividing into
hereditary [potomstvennoe], private [lichnoe] and
titled [titulovannoe] nobilities existed within the
Kazakh nobility throughout the 19" century.

— An increase in the number of Kazakh noble-
men and the expansion of knowledge among Ka-
zakhs about noble privileges show the evolutionary
nature of the Kazakh nobility.
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— As a result of the political intentions
of the government, Kazakhs’ knowledge and
understanding of the imperial estate system,
and their attempts to adapt to and embed
themselves within the imperial system, the
structure of the Kazakh nobility changed, so

that ordinary Kazakhs entered into the imperial
elite groups.

— The social origins of a candidate for the
nobility did not influence his noble rights and
privileges. In expanding noble estate privileges a
loyalty was decisive than the origin of a candidate.
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