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S.0. SCHMIDT ABOUT THE PECULIARITIES
OF THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF SOURCE STUDIES

Appeal to the Book «the Path of the Historian. Selected works on source studies and historiography»
S.0O. Schmidt is determined by the fact that his work in the field of preservation of historical and cultural
monuments is a practical expression of scientific principles, approaches to sources and scientific formu-
lation of research procedures in the field of historiography. The methodological provisions of this author
are of great scientific interest both in the framework of historiographical research and for the younger
generation of historians who need to refer to the works of major scientists and study their methods of
source analysis.

The scientific heritage of the author has many methodological aspects. Some of them are of interest
to us: interaction of historiography and source studies, historical research; logical procedures of cogni-
tion, i.e. its methods of analysis of sources; formulation of the problem of studying historiographical
sources, historiographical tradition; continuity in source studies; expansion of the complex of historio-
graphical sources; oral history as a historiographical source.

In the history of source studies, the study of the methods of work of authors with historical sources
is important, since they are the basis of historical research and any form of popularization of historical
knowledge.

Key words: historiographical source, research methods, historical source, scientific methods, his-
toriography source of studies , methodological provisions, epistemological values, intellectual history
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C.O. LLIMUAT AepeKkTaHy TapMXHaMACbIHbIH,
epeKLIeAikTepi TypaAbl

C.O. LUMNATTIH «Tapuxuibl KOAbl. AepekTaHy >KoHe TapuxHama 6OoWbIHIIA TaHAQYAbl eHOeKTep»
aTTbl KiTabblH FbIAbIMAQ MaAAAAHY OHbIH TapuUXM eCKepTKIITepAI CaKTay >KOHE MOAEHMET CaAachl
KbI3BMETIHAEr TapuXHaMaHbIH 3epTTey TEXHOAOrMSICbIHbIH, FbIAbIMU KOMbIAbIMbI MEH AepeKkKe3aepre
KATbICTbl FbIAbIMM YCTaHbIMAAPbIHbIH, MPAKTUKAAbIK, KOPIHICI peTiHAe aHblkTaraAbl. OcCbl aBTOPAbIH,
BAICTEMEAIK HYCKAYAbIKTapbl TapMXHAMaAbIK, 3epTTey LeHBepiHAE Ae, COHAAM-aK ipi FAAbIMAAPAbIH
eHOeKTepiHe Kaparn >X8He OAApAblH AEpPeKTaHy TaAAQyblHbIH SAICTEMECIH 3epTTey KaXkeT >ac
TapuXLUblAQp TaparnbliHaH AQ YAKEH FbIAbIMM KbI3bIFYLUbIAbIK, TAHbITAAbI.

ABTOPAbIH FbIAbIMM MypacbliHAQ KerTereH aAiCHaMaAblkK acrektiaep 6ap. bi3 ywiH oAapAbIH
KenbipeyAepi: TapuxHama MeH AEPeKTaHYAblH, AEPEKTAHYAbIK >XOHE Tapuxu 3epTTeyAepAiH e3apa
6aAaHbICbI; TaHbIMHbIH AOTMKAAbIK, PBCIMAEPI, SIFHW OHbIH AEPEeKKO3AEpAl TaaAay SAiCTemMeci;
TapUXHAMaAbIK, AEPEKTEPAI, TapMxHaMaAblK ASCTYPAI 3epTTey NpoOAeMacbiH KOW; AepeKTaHyAafbl
cabaKTacTblK; TAPUXHAMAABIK, AEPEKTED KeLlEeHIH KeHENTY; aybl3lla TapUXThl TapUXHAMAABIK, AEPEKKO3
peTiHAE TaHy aca MaHbI3Abl.

AepeKkTaHy TapuxblHAQ aBTOPAAPAbIH TapUxXM AEPeEKKO3AEPMEH XKYMbIC Xacay ToCIAAEpPiH 3epTTey
MaHbI3AbI, OIUTKEHI TapUXM 3EPTTEYAIH XKOHe Ke3 KeAreH Tapuxmu BiAIMAT KenuiAikke TapaTyAblH, Heri3i
6OAbIN TabbIAAAbI.

TyiiH ce3aep: TapuUXHaMaAblK, AEPEKKe3, 3epTTey TOCIAAEpi, TapuUxuM AEepeKkkes, FbIAbIMU
aAicTeMeAep, TaprxHaMa AepeKTaHybl, 9AICHAMAABIK HYCKAYAbIKTap, SMMCTEMOAOTUSIABIK KYHABIAbIKTAP,
3UATKEPAIK TapuX.
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C.O. LUMKHAT 06 ocobeHHOCTSIX McTopuorpacmun
UCTOYHUKOBEAEHUS

Ob6pauierue K Khure «[ytb McTopuka. M36paHHble TpyAbl MO MCTOUHUKOBEAEHMIO U UCTOPUO-
rpacpmm» C.O. LLIMMATA ONPEAEASETCS TEM, UTO €ro AEITEABHOCTb B 0OAACTU COXPAHEHUS MAMSITHUKOB
MCTOPUN U KYAbTYPbI MPEACTABASIET COBOM MPAKTUUYECKOE BblPaskeHUe HayUHbIX MPUHLMIOB, MOAXOAOB
K MCTOYHMKAM M Hay4yHylO MOCTAHOBKY WUCCAEAOBATEAbCKMX MPOLEAyp B 06AaCTM ncTtopuorpacpum.
MeToaoAornUeckmne NOAOXKEHMUsI AQHHOTO aBTOpa MPEACTABASIOT OGOAbLLIOM Hay4YHblil MHTEPEC KakK B
pamKax UCTOPUOrpachnueckoro MCCAEAOBaHMS, Tak U AASE MOAOAOIO NMOKOAEHUSI UCTOPUKOB, KOTOPbIM
HEOOXOAMMO 06PALIATLCS K TPYAAM KPYTHbBIX YUEHbIX M M3Yy4aTb MX METOAMKY MCTOUHMKOBEAUYECKOrO
aHaAM3a.

B HayuHOM HacAeaMM aBTOpa — MHOXKECTBO METOAOAOTMUECKMX acrekToB. AAs Hac NMpeACTaB-
ASIIOT MHTEpeC HeKOTopble M3 HMX: B3aUMOBAMSHWE UCTOpUOrpachmv UM  MCTOUYHUKOBEAEHMS,
MCTOYHMKOBEAUECKOTO U UCTOPUUECKOrO MCCAEAOBAHUI; AOTMUECKMe MPOLEAYPbl MO3HAHMS, T.€. ero
METOAMKM aHAAM3a MCTOYHMKOB; MOCTAHOBKA NPOOAEMbI M3yUeHUst UCTOPUOTrPAhUUECKMX UCTOUYHNKOB,
ucTopmorpadmueckon TpaAMLMK; MPEeMCTBEHHOCTb B MCTOUHMKOBEAEHUM; pacLUMpeHre KOMMAeKca

ucTopmorpadrueckmx MCTOYHUKOB; YCTHasi UICTOPUS, KaK UCTOpUOrpachnyueckuin MICTOYHUK.
B MCTOpPMM MCTOUHMKOBEAEHUSI M3yUYeHMEe MPUEMOB PabOTbl aBTOPOB C UCTOPUUECKMMM UCTOY-
HMKaMM BaXKHO, Tak KakK OHM SIBASIIOTCS OCHOBOWM MCTOPUYECKOrO WMCCAEAOBAHUS U AIOOGOM (DOPMbI

nonyAagapu3daumm MCTopmyeCcKkoro 3HaHu4.

Karo4yeBblie caroBa: VlCTOpMO[’paCbVILIeCKVIVI MCTOYHUK, MCCAEAOBaTE€AbCKMe NMpnembl, VICTOpMLIeCKl/IVI
MCTOYHUK, HayHYHblEe METOAMKN, NCTOYHMKOBEAEHNE VICTOpVIOFpaCbl/IM, METOAOAOI'MYECKHME NMOAOKEHNA,
SMMCTEMOAOIrM4yecKkme UeHHOCTU, MHTEAAEKTYaAbHasa MCTOPUA.

Introduction

According to Anna Clark, Maria Grever, «
Western historians and philosophers of history
are increasingly noting the changing attitude of
people to the past and the emergence of a different
historical consciousness. Studies of historical
consciousness reveal the omnipresence of the past in
modern culture and society. Such research not only
helps us understand how people relate to history or
how well they know it, but also shows that history
is fundamental to how people perceive themselves.
(Anna Clark, Maria Grever; 2018). Therefore, at the
present stage it is important to form the historical
consciousness of the achievements of historical
science Martin Carrier also rightly pointed out that
historical epistemology is «the diversity and change
of epistemological values in science. The system of
historical knowledge: «depends on epistemological
decisions taken at certain historical moments. The
epistemological authority of science is largely
created by the rules of the scientific community»
(Martin Carrier; 2012).

Therefore, a great epistemological value for
modern historians is the Book of S. Schmidt «the Path
of the Historian. Selected works on source studies
and historiography», which helps to identify research
trends in the history of source studies. To carry out the
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correct scientific synthesis and analysis, the historian
must know the scientific terminology and tools of
research techniques and perform a number of tasks
that the author has identified in his book:

«the first task of historians is to educate their
readers and listeners in historical thinking, to promote
the formation of a scientific worldview. Our works
should help to understand not only the laws of the
historical process, but also to understand the methods
of studying the historical process and the life of
society in all its specificity» (Schmidt, 1997; 15);

«a very important task is to care about the
education of historical thinking in future professional
historians (Schmidt, 1997; 16). In the preface to
his book S.Schmidt: «the Path of the Historian»
correctly noted: « D S Likhachev in an article with
a significant title «History — the mother of truth»
formulated: «the beauty of scientific work consists
mainly in the beauty of research techniques and
scrupulousness of scientific methods» (Schmidt,
1997; 80);

the most difficult task is «to comprehend the way
of thought of the past time at the junction of historical
science and psychology. (Schmidt, 1997; 181).

To determine the methodological provisions of
this author, some chapters ofhis book are considered:
Historiographical sources and literary monuments;
Oral history in the system of source studies of
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historical knowledge; Fiction and art as a source of
historical ideas; source studies and historiographys;
Archival document as a historiographical source.

It is known that in the period of his scientific work
in the 50-60s of XXth century source problems were
studied in the context of the methodology of history.
The researchers, including S.O. Schmidt, determine
the study of the problems of sources in the most
concentrated way. During this period, many aspects
of theoretical and applied source studies were solved:
the information nature of the source, the stages
(phase) of research on written sources, the ratio of the
source and social reality, the dialectics of subjective
and objective in the process of social cognition, etc.

The many scientists studied the scientific
legacy of S.O. Schmidt: A.N. Medushevskii
(1991) « Source in the writings of S.O. Schmidt»,
A.Yu. Samarina «S.O. Schmidt as a historian of
the book and the figure of book culture» (2007),
and Efimov «Guardian of the source» (2013),
scientific contribution to the theory of source
V.I. Durnovtsev his role in creating the historical-
archival Institute of the scientific and pedagogical
school of T.I. Khorkhordina etc.

Methodological approach

The study wuses historiographic methods:
the method of logical analysis allows to reveal
the features and importance of methodological
provisions in the study of S.O. Schmidt; the
method of actualization, which makes it possible to
determine the epistemological value of his work; a
systematic approach that forms an integral system
of all interacting elements of scientific productions
of the author.

The main part

In S.O. Schmidt’s book «The Path Of The
Historian. Selected works on source studies and
historiography» the structure, the content of the
methodology of source studies and the concept
of the study of historiographical sources are
given. In 1965, the author defined the research
problem historiography of source studies. A. N.
Medushchevskii notes: «self-direction of study is
the analysis of sources for the history of science
itself» (Medushchevskii, 1991; 9)

Sigurd Ottovich in 1976 formulated the concept
of «source studies of historiography», which was
based on a scientific approach based on the concept
of historiographic source and formed information
about the historiographic process. The author notes:

«the complexity of the problem of «relationship»
of historiography and source studies. They cannot
be identified, but they cannot be separated from
each other either» (Schmidt, 1997; 119). The origin
and development of historiographical sources and
methods of their identification, study and use depend
on the changes taking place: «in the modern science,
and in the socio-political situation of the surrounding
socio-cultural environment. All this, consciously or
even regardless of the author’s desire, is reflected
in his work. At the same time, the historiographer
should be seriously familiar with the «individual
face of the era» (the expression of D. S. Likhachev),
synchronous to the work of the historian, and
avoid mechanical transfer of the current scale of
assessments and the system of public representations
to that period. (Schmidt, 1997; 180-181). Historical
thought is changing under the influence of changes
in historical and cultural values.

An important methodological position of
Schmidt is the statement that in the study of
historical facts and laws of historical development
there is: «the closest interaction, or rather, even
mutual influence and interpenetration of the source
and historical research itself — that is undoubted.

.. The Historian usually, refers to the sources
of different types and varieties and synthesizes
impressions in his mind« (Schmidt, 1997; 35,
53). Herewith, the author notes two directions of
scientific research: historiography of source studies
and source studies of historiography, which are
connected:

with the definition of the body of sources of
works of historians;

with the development of knowledge of historians
in the field of source studies;

with the study of the complex of historiographical
phenomena and processes of the source base of each
study, its structure and «the key to understanding
the author’s approach to the problem is the concept
of the structure of the source base. Schmidt made
an attempt to isolate, on the one hand, various
information layers, and on the other — to establish
the time sequence of their manifestations in various
types of sources. Thus, the complex infrastructure
of the source base is revealed. With this approach,
it is possible to obtain valuable information even
in situations where the sources themselves are
lost, and their information reached us only in the
reflected light of other, subsequent documentsy»
(Medushevskii, 1991;13)

Another methodological position of the author is
to determine the structural and systemic beginning
of the cognitive process — interest in the theory and
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logic of scientific constructions, the development
of such a system of logical procedures by which a
professional historian will have a holistic cognitive
organism, i.e. the formation of a system of logical
procedures for the cognitive ability of the scientist.
In this respect Sigurd Ottovich gives an interesting
opinion of O.L. Weinstein on the method of
source studies that is a set of techniques and rules
of identification, collection, systematization and
formal study of sources. The author himself gives
a slightly different understanding: «the method of
source studies, determined largely by the presence
of the source base and traditions of studying certain
classes of sources, as well as the possibilities of
source studies experiment, depend on the degree
of perfection of the methodology» (Schmidt, 1997;
27).

In this regard it is also true opinion of James W.
that «historical and structural studies have a broad
purpose to identify historical and structural factors.
Relevant contexts for historical and structural
analysis include those in which historical and
structural data are available or can be obtained as
part of the study» (James W.; 2015). Therefore,
when studying the historiography of source
studies, it is necessary to study the «source-study
methodology of those major researchers in which
general characteristic or a detailed justification of
their source-study methods aren’t Round» (Schmidt,
1997; 54).

In addition, the history of science as noted by
John F. M., Clark A «was seen as an outstanding
embodiment of intellectual history, since its highest
method contained the key to the unity of knowledge
and humanity. (John F. M. Clark A; 2015).It can be
started by revealing the position of the author that
the work of the historiographer is the result of the
study of the totality of historiographical sources,
historiographical tradition:

«the scientist, like any creative person, is
influenced by contemporary literature, art and
other sciences, as well as the remaining traditions
(including the traditions of transmission and
assimilation of information) and his work is largely
dependent on the «cultural environment» (Schmidt,
1997; 96);

the division of the history of historical thought
into pre-scientific and scientific, where in the first
period historical works are associated with literary
«primary historical ideas, in any case about specific
historical events and persons usually arise under the
impression of acquaintance not with the works of
historians, but with the works of fiction and art of
historical subjects (Schmidt, 1997; 95);
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the definition of the typology of research,
namely of source studies, where the object of study:
the source or a set of sources, methods of studying
sources, then «with this approach, the historical
source may be of interest to the historian not only as a
«mediatory that retains data about the historical fact,
but primarily as a historical fact itself, as a specific
carrier of certain information» (Schmidt, 1997; 34).
In research of this kind «special attention is paid to
the location and number of sources, place of origin
and authorship of sources, comparative features:
the establishment and study of options and editions
of sources, the characteristics of commonality and
differences of sources, methodological methods of
research sources, etc.

In the Chapter «Historiographical sources
and literary monuments» the author defines
methodological provisions on historiography:

«the sphere of interest of the historiographer is
the history of accumulation of historical knowledge,
development of historical thought and methods of
historical research, creation of works by historians
and biographies of historians, the influence of
phenomena of social and political life on the work
of historians and the impact of historical science on
public consciousness, the dissemination of historical
knowledge (including the history of scientific
institutions and the organization of historical
education);

the concept of the circle of historical facts
determinesthe conceptofthecircle ofhistoriographical
sources. If it is permissible to recognize as a
historical source everything that can source historical
information (i.e. historical information useful for the
historian’s work), then any source of knowledge of
historiographical phenomena can be recognized as a
historiographical source;

works of historians — in a certain way correlate
(within the framework of the socio-cultural system)
with other types and varieties of cultural monuments,
in particular with literary monuments;

literature and history are forms of self-reflection
and self-expression of society. Finally their main
theme— social studies, human knowledge, which
determine the «adjacency», the conjugation of these
spheres of culture; (Schmidt, 1997; 92).

Further, the author raises the problem of
continuity in historiography notes S. O. Schmidt:
«in General, it is time to create generalizing serious
works on historiography of source studies. At the
same time, it would be desirable to trace the extent
to which certain scientists were the predecessors of
modern source studies, whether they (sometimes
spontaneously) used the research methods that
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are currently being approved in science, and what
impact the works of these scientists (often indirectly)
had on the development of modern source studies
methods» (Schmidt, 1997; 55).

In new contexts, the scientific problem of
studying the historiographical heritage is posed,
which is connected with the integration and
differentiation of knowledge, the expansion of the
source base and new tasks of historical science. To
fully understand the science, the author believes that
it is necessary to study «ordinary historiographical
facts typical for a particular era: «forgotten»
names and publications, scientific societies and
institutions, the nature of teaching history in higher
education and in secondary school, the system of
dissemination of historical ideas» (Schmidt, 1997;
121). It is also necessary to investigate unpublished
— archival materials.

In special historiographical research the author
proposes to study a wider range of historiographical
facts: «it is desirable to find out the characteristics
of the personality and activity of the historian,
to establish the features of his thinking, mental
appearance, behavior, especially the perception and
reflection in his work of the phenomena of the past
and present (as N. M. Karamzin noted: «the creator
is always depicted in the creation, and often — against
his will (Schmidt, 1997; 121).

In addition, the author gives important
methodological provisions on oral history, which
was the foundation of culture and worldview for
thousands of years. The author notes: «oral history
is the basis of that complex of knowledge (including
historical)» (Schmidt, 1997; 102). Schmidt shows
how history develops and that it is an important
historiographical source. So he quoted Karamzin
about methods of mapping the past: «There are
three kinds of history: the first modern, for example,
Fukididov, where the obvious witness says about
the incident; according to Tatsitova the second is
based on fresh verbal legends in the time close to the
described actions; the third is extracted only from
monuments like ours until the XVIIIth century»
(Schmidt, 1997; 102). Oral tradition is also present
in the literature of the early middle ages, further,
as the author believes: «a significant role in the
preservation of evidence of the past begins to play
mass magazines, weeklies and newspapers; the
practice of interviews with witnesses of historical
events is developed, but they need to be checked
by other documents reflecting mass phenomena. In
1989, the Archaeological Commission of the USSR
Academy of Sciences determined the place of oral
history materials in source studies and «the form of

oral history are audiovisual sources, in particular,
movies» (Schmidt, 1997; 107).

The author highlights the questions that should
be put by the researcher during the historiographical
analysis:

the study of factors that influenced the
development of historical thought — external as
social and political life;

critical assessment of the internal level of
development of science in general, namely
interdisciplinary approaches, continuity, the state of
scientific discussions, research topics, source base;

analysis of theoretical and methodological
principles,  source-methodical methods and
methodology of research;

consideration of the complex of data on the
scientific creative biography and socio-political
activities of the scientist, the personal composition
and organizational design of groups of historians,
the features of their work;

ways and forms of propaganda of historical
knowledge, the influence of historical thought on
the development of self-knowledge of the people,
especially the relationship of historical thought and
social consciousness, education history, etc.

Conclusion

Today, with the increasing demands of society
for historical science, of particular importance is
the study of the history of historical science, the
accumulation of scientific historical knowledge,
the mechanisms of influence of science on the
formation of a truly scientific picture of the past,
the role of science in society’s understanding of the
lessons and experience of history. In this context,
of great scientific interest is the scientific activity of
S. O. Schmidt which is an example of the service
of science, high professionalism, broad formulation
and solution of theoretical issues of historiography
of source studies.

Interesting from a scientific point of view are
the following important methodological provisions
in the research of modern foreign scientists, which
are the conceptualization of the research of S.O.
Schmidt:

The craft of doing historiography is described as
a six-step process: (1) topic selection, (2) research
questions, (3) central themes, (4) data sources, (5)
theoretical frameworks, and (6) organization and
writing (Alexander W. Pisciotta: 22 January 2014);

Historical reasoning is conceptualized as an
integrative and socially situated activity. (Carla van
Boxtel Jannet van Drie. 02 March 2018);
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Western historians and philosophers of history have
increasingly noted the changing relationship of people
to the past and the emergence of a different historical
consciousness. Studies of historical consciousness
reveal the ubiquity of the past in contemporary culture
and society. More than simply helping us to understand
how people connect to history or how well they know
it, such research also reveals history as fundamental
to the way people perceive themselves. Historical
consciousness is both intuitive and learned (Anna
Clark Maria Grever 02 March 2018);

The disciplinary access to the history of the
theory of structures is defined through the history
of science and construction, didactics, biographies,
literary references, aesthetics and scientific theories,
thus highlighting the multi-methodological approach
to a historical study of theory of structures. (The
tasks and aims of a historical study of the theory of
structures: 28 May 2018)

A.N. Medushevsky correctly noted that it
is important to refer to the scientific works of
scientists who, as noted, consider «source studies as
a necessary basis for the development of historical
science and culture. (Medushevskii, 1991; 6).

The study of his conceptual approach to
historiographical sources allows us to determine
the directions of historiography of source studies:
«the idea that without the study of sources of
different origins and directions, and without their
professional analysis, no science objectively can
exist» (Medushevskii, 1991; 9).

This scientist defines different criteria for the
principal evaluation of the historian’s methods of
work with historical sources: critical attitude to the
sources; interdisciplinary approach in the study of
the past by sources; their study in a certain social
and cultural environment, traditions of document
formation, verbal and artistic images, as they are a
reflection of socio-economic and political relations
and give psychological types of the era. When
carrying out the source analysis it is necessary
to consider time layers when authors act as
contemporaries of events and when they comment
on the historical past.

S.Schmidt in the book «the Path of the
Historian. Selected works on source studies and
historiography» considers: «theoretical problems
in relation to historical contextualization, historical
understanding and interpretation, and sources to
study in connection with their historical context»
(Branko Mitrovic. 2015). Eileen Ka- May Cheng
correctly notes that historiographical analysis must
recognize that «historians themselves are products
of the historical process» (Eileen Ka- May Cheng.
2013).

The importance of this study lies in the fact that
it will allow to carry out a successful scientific study
in the study of the problems of historiography of
source studies of the history of Kazakhstan, namely
in determining the methods of organization of
effective scientific thinking; mechanisms of critical
evaluation of the source base.
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