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CHUVASH POPULATION DYNAMICS
IN THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

The authors of the article consider the issues of the Chuvash diaspora in Kazakhstan. Historically, the
Chuvash were settled in different regions of the republic. There were several reasons for the Chuvash to
relocate to Kazakhstan — industrialization, the development of virgin lands. However, with the collapse
of the USSR and the changed socio-economic and political living conditions, the number of Chuvashs
living in the Republic of Kazakhstan decreases every year. In the 90s of the twentieth century. Since the
mid-1990s, cultural centers have opened in places of compact residence of the Chuvash in the territory
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, in the city of Almaty, Pavlodar, Chuvash cultural centers were established.
Like any ethnos, living outside their historical homeland strive to preserve their language, traditions and
customs. Today, the Chuvash diaspora, despite its small number in Kazakhstan, is trying to preserve its
culture, language, and maintains contact with the Chuvash Republic. This desire is strong among the
elderly part of the Chuvash diaspora, who do not plan to change their place of residence. However, the
young Chuvash, in families with low income, the inherent desire to leave to study, stay to work and live
in Russia.

Key words: migration, diaspora, identity, culture, ethnics.
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Kaszakcran Pecny6AnkacbiHAQ
YyBaiu nonyAsiLMsACbIHbIH, AMHAMMKACDI

MakanaHbiH aBTOpAapbl KasakcTaHaarbl UyBall AMACMOpacbiHbIH MaCEAeAepiH KapacTblpaAbl.
Tapuxu okmFanapra 6GalA@HbICTbl dyBawTap pecnybAMKaHbiH 8p TYPAi 0OAbICTapbiHA TapaAbl.
KasakcraHfa yyBalwTapAbiH KellyiHiH 6ipHelue cebentepi 60AAbI — MHAYCTPUSIAGHABIPY, TbIH XKEPAEPA|
urepy. Ananaa, KCPO biablpaFaHHaH KeliH )XoHe aAeyMeTTiK-3KOHOMMKAAbIK, YKOHE Casicu emip cypy
>KaF AQrAapbIH ©3repTy apkbiAbl KazakcTaH PecnybamkacbiHAQ TypaTbiH YyBalLTAPAbIH CaHbl >KbIA CaibIH
azatopa. XX racbipabid 90-KbIAAAPABIH opTacbiHaH 6acTan KasakcraH PecnybAmKacbiHbIH ayMarbiHAQ
(AAMaTbl  KaAacblHAQ) YyBaLLTapAbIH LIOFbIPAAHFAH ayAAHAAPbIHAQ MOAEHW OpPTaAbIK,  albIAABI.
[NaBAOAApAQ YyBaLl MBAEHM OPTAABIKTAPbI KYPbIAAbL. ©3A€piHiH TaprXM OTaHbIHAH ThIC 6MIp CypeTiH
Ke3 KeAreH 3THOC CUSKTbl ©3 TiAIH, CaATbl MEH ABCTYPAEPIH CcakTan KaAyFa Tbipblcaabl. byriHri TaHAQ
yyBalll AMaCropachl a3paraH CaHblHA KapamacTaH, e3iHiH MBAEHUWETIH, TIAIH cakTan KaAyfa TbipbICyAQ
skaHe YyBal Pecrny6GAMKACbIMEH TbiIFbi3 KApbIM-KATbIHAC XKacariAbl. MyHAQN GAMAAHbIC TYPFbIABIKTbI
>KepiH e3repTyAi »KocnapAamamTbiH YyBall AMACMOPAChIHbIH KAPT aAAMAAPbIHbIH apacblHAA KYLUTipeK.
AereHmeH, xKac vyBalLTapAblH TabbiCbl TOMEH OTHAChIAapbIHAA Peceiire okyfa KeTyre, >KyMbICKa TypyFa
SKHE COA KaKTa KaAyFa AereH HUeT GaiKaraAbl.
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AMHamMMnKa YMCAEHHOCTU YyBalLlen
Ha TeppuTopum Pecny6ankm KasaxcraH

ABTOpbI B CTaTbe pacCMaTpUBAIOT BOMPOCHI UyBaLLICKOM AmMacrnopbl B KasaxcraHe. McTopuueckn
CAOXMAOCH TaK, UTO UyBallM PACCEASIAMCb B PasHbix obAacTsx pecnybavku. [puumH nepeceaeHus
yyBatlen B KazaxcraH 6bIAO HECKOAbKO — MHAYCTpUaAM3aLmsi, oCBoeHue LeArHbl. OAHAKO C pacnasom
CCCP ¥ W3MEHMBLUMMUCH COLIMAAbHO-IKOHOMMYECKMMM W MOAUTUUYECKMMM  YCAOBUSMU  XKU3HU
KOAMYECTBO 4yBallien, npoxusaolmx B Pecnybanke KasaxcraH, ¢ KaXAbIM FOAOM ymeHbluaetcs. B
90-x ropax XX B. C cepearHbl 90-X rOAOB OTKPbIBAIOTCS KYABTYPHbIE LIEHTPbl B MECTaX KOMMAKTHOIO
Npo>KuBaHus JyBalleit Ha Tepputopun PK, B r. AamaTtbl, [laBAopape 6biAM CO3AQHbI UyBallCKMe
KYABTYPHbIe LieHTpbl. Kak 1 Al0601 3THOC, YyBalum, NPo>KMBatoLLMe BHE CBOE MCTOPUYECKOM POAMHDI,
CTPEMSTCS COXPAHWUTL CBOM 3blK, TPAAMLIMKM 1 0Obluan. CeroaHsl vyBallckasi AMacrnopa, HeCMOTPS Ha
CBOIO MAAOUYMCAEHHOCTb B PK, cTapaeTcsi COXpaHUTb CBOKO KYABTYpPY, $3blK, MOAAEP>XKMBAET CBS3b C
Yysauickoit Pecnybamkoit. Takoe CTpemMAaeHue CUAbHO CPEAM MOXKUAOI YacCTK YyBalLCKOW AMACMOpb,
KOTOpPbIe He MAAQHMPYIOT MEHSTb MECTO XXMTeAbCTBA. OAHAKO MOAOABIM UyBaLllaM, B CEMbSIX C HEBbICOKMM

AOXOAOM, TIPUCYLLE XKEAAHUNE YEXaTb YUNUTbCA, OCTATbCA pa6OTaTb n XXuTb B Poccum.
KAroueBble cAaoBa: MUTpaumd, AnMacrnopa, MAEHTUYHOCTb, 3THMKA.

Introduction

Kazakhstan occupies a special position in
Central Asia due to the polyethnicity of the
population. Today, representatives of more than a
hundred nations live in the republic. Great work in
the consolidation of the Chuvash is played by the
Assembly of Peoples of Kazakhstan and the regional
House of Friendship. In the Republic of Kazakhstan,
2015 was the Year of the Assembly of the People of
Kazakhstan. Such serious attention and, in fact, state
financial support of the activities of national-cultural
societies is aimed at controlling their activities
and with their help minimizing negative processes
(grievances) among diasporas. The purpose of this
article is to consider the dynamics of the Chuvash
population in Kazakhstan at the turn of the XX-XXI
centuries.

Chuvashs in Kazakhstan

Historically, the Chuvash settled in different
regions of the country. According to the results
of the last national (general) population census
of 2009, the Chuvash became part of 112 ethnic
groups, which constitute 456 thousand people, or
2.7% of the total population of modern Kazakhstan.
According to the census, the number of Chuvash
people was 7.3 thousand (the proportion was
0.05%). (Zhumasultanov, 2012). According to the
data on January 1, 2014, the Chuvash has 6741
people (the proportion is 0.04%) (Population of
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Kazakhstan.The history of the ethnic composition
according to the census, 2015). With the collapse
of the USSR, the number of Chuvashs began to
decline dramatically, many began to return to their
historical «small» homeland — to Chuvashia. The
reason for the departure of the Chuvash, like the
rest of the Russian-speaking population, researchers
usually call a number of social, political and
economic problems: rapid demographic growth of
the Kazakh population, migration of the excessive
rural population to the cities, increased interethnic
competition in labor markets, nationalization
of government personnel and leading sectors of
economy and others (Yagafova, 2013). Chuvashs,
returning home, recalled good work, friendly
relations in auls before the collapse of the USSR,
and then much has changed, first of all, they lost
their jobs, were left without means of subsistence.
(Vadimov, 1998). Many informants say that «in
a foreign land the sense of homeland is very
developed» and many were forced to return to their
parents. According to the migration service of the
Chuvash Republic, as of January 1, 1996, 2,840
refugees and internally displaced persons were
registered, of which 2,705 came from neighboring
countries, including 509 from Kazakhstan. Number
of forced migrants in 1994-1995 from Kazakhstan
was high. [A man changes his place of residence,
1996]. And today, some Chuvash of Kazakhstan are
trying to return to their homeland.

In 2014, Chuvashia was involved in the
implementation of the state program to assist the
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voluntary resettlement to the Russian Federation of
compatriots living abroad. From June to December
2014, 299 applications were received, 8 of them
from Kazakhstan. In addition, 17 applications were
received from citizens abroad (in Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan, Georgia). (Mihailova, 2015).

Censusdata

Many Chuvash seek to send their children and
grandchildren for higher education in the cities of the
RussianFederation(Omsk,Barnaul, Novosibirsk,etc.).
According to informants, the level of education there
is better. Parents want their children to settle in Russia.

Table 1 — Education level by education

In the Republic of Kazakhstan, studying in universities
can be done in three languages: Russian, Kazakh and
English. Higher education is very popular among
the population. According to the 2009 census data
for ten years, the Chuvash population in Kazakhstan
at the age of 15 years and older decreased by 36%,
the number of those who graduated 14.2%, and the
incomplete higher education 5.8%. In general, if we
compare the population and the number of people
who have received incomplete higher and higher
education, we can conclude that the proportion of
those who have received education is growing among
the Chuvash of Kazakhstan. (Table 1.)

From them:

Population from age 15 and above

Higher education®

Incomplete Higher Education*®

1999% | 2009

1999 |

2009 1999 | 2009

Both Genders

Chuvash 10448 | 6690

| 688 87 | 82

Being in considerable isolation from their
historical homeland, the Chuvash maintain ethnic
identity and observe the spiritual traditions of their
people. During the interview, the question about
what emotions arise when you hear news about

Chuvashia, informants note that the heart is «yoka»,
shout: «My motherland! Motherland»,«I tremble
all over when I hear about the Chuvashsy, «Oh, my
countrymen», «Come here, they show Chuvashia!».
[Ethnographic material of the author].

Ella Fomin’s family. Almaty
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There were several reasons for the Chuvash to
relocate to Kazakhstan. An almost twofold increase
in the proportion and absolute number of Chuvash
in the population of Kazakhstan in 1939-1959 was
associated with the development of virgin lands and
mass migration in 1954-1960 Chuvash to the east
of Russia and Kazakhstan. Only from Chuvashia
during this period about 100 thousand people has
been departed

Another  factor in  socio-demographic
transformations in the region was the large-scale
industrialization of Kazakhstan in the postwar
period, which caused an influx of labor from the
European part of the USSR (Yagafova, 2013).

In those years, young people gladly went to
Kazakhstan. Many girls saw this as an opportunity
to leave the village, see new places, get a passport.
Those wishing to travel in the 50s of the twentieth
century appealed to the district committee of the
Komsomol for vouchers. Many informants noted
that they «ran offy after classmates or relatives.
[Ethnographic material of the author]. In Kazakhstan,
they mastered various professions: assistant
combiner, cook, etc. There is an example when one
managed to grow from an ordinary assembler of the
first-class road to the head of MEGA-Z Company
LLP. (Teterina, 2014). In Kazakhstan, the Chuvash
met from different regions of Russia. Many girls,
having met the guys, left Kazakhstan and settled in
the husband’s homeland. The informants with joy

T |

recall the years of youth spent on the development
of virgin land, they remember the lines of their
favorite song:

Virgin lands, virgin lands, wonderful planet,

Nine months is winter, the rest is summer
[Ethnographic material of the author]

An analysis of the Chuvash population according
to the 2009 Census showed that, by age group, the
largest number of Chuvash people (1304 people)
were among the age group 50-59 years, and in 1999
2038 people. to the age group of 40-49 years. We
are talking about one generation of people born in
1950-1959. Apparently, it is mainly young people
who came to the Komsomol to work in the virgin
lands, mines, as we wrote above. Many Chuvash
people living in Almaty came from the Krasnoyarsk
Territory, the Kemerovo Region and other regions
of Siberia. The city attracted them by the warm
climate, orchards, rich apples, fertile soil, beautiful
landscape. Currently, the number of Chuvash
significantly reduced. In 1992, in the city of Almaty,
a Chuvash cultural center was established, with a
population of 1,096 Chuvashs. However, at present
it does not exist [Ethnographic material of the
author]

Today, the Chuvash are mainly concentrated in
five regions of the republic: in Karaganda, Kostanay,
Pavlodar, North Kazakhstan, Aktobe regions. The
table shows the decrease in the number of Chuvash
in all regions of Kazakhstan.

Pavlodar Chuvash. Friendship House. Leader Elena Sofronova
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Andrianovfamily. Almaty

Table 2 — Chuvash population dynamics in the Republic of Kazakhstan by regions*

regions years 2006 2008 2010 2011 2013 2014
Aktubinsk 352 348 267 259 252 246
Karaganda 2491 2406 2012 1964 1883 1833
Kostanay 1554 1504 1100 1073 1012 994
Pavlodar 968 947 728 716 675 656

North-Kazakhstan 1089 1055 823 808 763 752

* Population by separate ethnic groups.

The total number of the Chuvash population in
1970 was 22,690 people, on January 1, 2014 — 6,741
people. The population loss was 70.3%. As for the
decrease in the number among the urban Chuvash
population in the period from 1999 to 2009, we note
that the number is almost proportional. The number
of men decreased by 44.83%, and women — 41.38%.
Among the rural population, the difference between
the loss rates of the male and female population is
less than in the city and amounts to 29.11% for men
and 30.62% for women.

The decrease in the number in the Chuvash
diaspora is also due to mixed marriages. According
to the 1999 census, 105566 monogamous and nuclear
families are registered in the West Kazakhstan region,
of which 91368 (86.6%) are made up of people of the
same nationality and 14198 (13.4%) of people of two
nationalities. Families with the participation of Turkic
ethnic groups account for 1,082 (32.6%) families,
including 847 with Tatars, 90 with Bashkirs, 50 with
Azeris, 43 with Uzbeks, 24 with Kyrgyz, 18 with
Chuvash, 8 with Uigurs, and Turks —2 (Kalysh, 2013).

Table 3 — The ratio of the share of urban and rural population among the Chuvash population in the Republic of Kazakhstan by sex

Male female
1999 2009 1999 2009
City 3560 1964 4212 2469
Village 1917 1359 2175 1509
Total 5477 3323 6387 3978

* National composition, religion
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Conclusion

The results of the study show a steady
downward trend in the number of Chuvash
equally in the male and female population.
Migration from the Republic of Kazakhstan
occurs not only to the Chuvash Republic, but
also to other regions of the Russian Federation.
The proportion of inter-ethnic marriages among
the Chuvash population is gradually increasing.
Chuvash diasporas are trying to preserve

their culture, language, keep in touch with the
Chuvash Republic.

As arule, this desire is strong among the elderly
part of the Chuvash diaspora, who do not plan to
change their place of residence. People of pre-
retirement age have a desire to come to the Russian
Federation in order to retire at 55 years old, and
not at 63, as in Kazakhstan. However, the young
Chuvash inherent desire to leave to study, stay to
work and live in Russia. This is especially noticeable
in families that have low income.
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