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KYRGYZ FROM HEILONGJIANG (FU-YU)
OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

The ethnonym «kyrgyz» is widely spread on the Eurasian space. This ethnonym is often found both
in toponymy, and in hydronyms, oronyms. Nomadic Kyrgyz have long been migrating, especially in the
Middle Ages, and at the same time, they made a significant contribution to the historical and cultural
appearance of other people of Central, Middle Asia and adjacent territories in the process of ethnic and
cultural relations. As a result of the centuries-old migration processes and ethno-cultural relations in
Northeast China (Heilongjiang province), Fuyu Kyrgyz people appeared. The original culture of the most
Oriental representatives of the Turkic-speaking people of the world since the middle of the twentieth
century has found a keen interest on the part of historians and ethnographers. In the scientific literature,
this nationality is compactly residing in the county of Fu-yu (Heilongjiang province, China), known as
fu-u or fu-yu. In the total number of not more than 1500 people, the Fu-Yun Kyrgyz people call them-
selves «Kyrgyz», «Hergase» or «Tirtiz» only. According to the anthropological type, the Fuyui Kyrgyz
— unlike the neighboring people of the manjurs, Mongols, daurs, Evenks — are light-skinned and with
European features. However, among them there are white-faced Kyrgyz with red or light chestnut hair
(shatens). As for the economic order, the Fu-yu Kyrgyz are primarily cattlemen (large and small cattle).
It has been proved by science that the language of the Fuyui Kyrgyz people entering the Turkic branch
of languages has common roots with the modern languages of the Khakas and Shorians. In addition, it
is very similar to the languages of sarahugur and lobnowortsev (Baskakov, 1980:199-208). The Kyrgyz
of Fuyuu County are divided into six genera: Tabhyn, Tabindyr, Chigdyr, Sandyrdyr, Byltirdy, Kurtyr
or Kargaster (Kyrgyz). Initially, the resettlement of the Yenisei Kyrgyz people to the modern territory of
Mongolia, and further to Manchuria began in the Yuan era during the reign of Khubilai Khan. In between
the war of Chingizids (mid-Asiatic Hajdu Khan and the Chinese Khubilai Khan) in the bloody struggle in
the open spaces of Kara-Corum from both sides participated and Kyrgyz. Furrier cattle breeding was a
traditional type of Fui-kyi farm. They kept horses, sheep, and cows. They engaged in hunting, on which
they went on horseback accompanied by dogs. From the oral traditions it is known that the Fuyu kyrgyz
began to grow grain since the middle of the 19th century. The dwelling of Fuyu Kyrgyz people in the
past was a yurt, but approximately in the middle of the first half of the XIX century. began to move to sta-
tionary buildings. In the past, the Fyuju Kyrgyz people wore loose clothing with long sleeves and a belt.
Women wore clothes with members of Kyrgyz society wearing fox hats. The winter wardrobe consisted
mainly of leather clothes, mostly of sheepskin, while rich Kyrgyz wore fox fur coats. Traditional musical
instruments are similar to Khakassian homys (stringed instrument) and hobrah (kind of flute).

Key words: county Fu-yui, Kyrgyz, People’s Republic of China, ethnic culture, Yenisei Kyrgyz.
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NPOBUHLMSICbIHAAFbI KbIPFbI3AAP

«KbIpFbI3» 3THOHMMI eypa3usAbIK, KEHICTiIKTe KeHiHeH TapaAfaH. byA 3THOHMM TOMOHUMMKAAQ AQ,
TMAPOHUMAEP MEH OPOHUMAEPAE A€ XMi Kespeceai. Keluneai KbipFbizpap exXeAAeH, acipece, opTa
racbipaapaa 6eACeHAl TYPAE KOHbIC ayAapfaH, COHbIMEH Gipre oAap 3THOMOAEHM KapbiM-KaTbiHacTap
6apbicbiHaa OpTanblik keHe OpTa A3MIMEH LLIEKTEC ayMaKTapAblH XaAblKTapblHbIH, TapUXM-MOAEHM
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keAbeTiHe eaeyai yaec KocTbl. CoaTycTik-LUbiFbic KbiTanaarbl (XaMAYHbLU3SH LIET aiMarbl) FaCbIPAbIK,
KOLWi-KOH NpoLecTepi MeH 3THOMBAEHU KapbIM-KaTblHAaCTapbl HaTUXeciHAe Dylo KbIpFbI3Aapbl Narnaa
60AAbI. XX FacblpAblH OpTa KeseHiHeH 6acTar, 9AeMHiH TYPKITIAAEC XaAbIKTapbiHbIH ilLiHAEr eH
LWbIFbICTBIK, OKIAAEPIHIH 63IHAIK MBAEHWETI, TapUXLWbI-3THOrpadTap TapanbiHaH YAKEH KbI3bIFYLLUbIAbIK,
TyAbIpyAQ. FbiabiMn aaebreTTe, Dy-t0 yesiHae (X3MAyHbL3SH weT aiMarbl, KXP) ThbiFbi3 opHaAackaH
OYA 3THUKAAbIK ToOM, «Py-to» Hemece «y-toi» aTbiMeH OeAriai. >Kaanbl caHbl 1500-pAeH acTam
aAaMHaH TypaTbiH (Py-l0 KbIPFbI3AAPbl ©3AEPiH «KbIPFbI3», «X3Pra3» Hemece «TUPTU3» AeM aTalAbl.
AHTPOMOAOTUSIAIK, TUTIKE Cal, (hylo KbIPFbI3AAPbl — MaHXYpP, MOHFOA, AQyp, 3BEHKTEp CeKiAAi KepLli
XaAbIKTapAaH arblpMalLbIAbIFbl — aKCapbl >K8HE eyporneomuATiK 6eT aAneTiMeH epekiieaeHeail. bipak,
OAapPAbIH, apacblHAQ XXMPEH HEMECE alLbIK-KOHbIP WALLTbl akKyba KbipFbi3aap Aa 6ap. LLlapyalubiAbik,
KYPbIAbIMbIHA KeAeTiH 6OACaK, (Dyi0 KbIPFbI3AAPbl — €H aAAbIMEH MaALLbIAAp (MYRi3Ai ipi >keHe ycak,
Kapa MaA). Typki TiAaep TapMasbiHbIH 6ip 66AIri 60AbIN TabbiAaTbiH (DYIO KbIPFbI3AAPbIHBIH, TiAl, Xakac
MeH LOP XaAbIKTapbiHbIH Ka3ipri TiAAEPIMEH OpTaK, Tamblpbl 6ap EKEHAIr FbIAbIMAA ASAEAAEHAI.
CoHbiMeH 6ipre, 0A capbl YIAFbIp MeH AOGHOP XaAbIKTapbl TIAAIPIMEH Ae eTe yKcac keaeai. Dyio yesiHiH
KbIPFbI3AApbl aATbl pyFa 6eAiHeal: TabxbiH, TabbiHAbIP, Yunrabip, CaHABIPABIP, BbIATbIpABI, OpTTbIP
Hemece Kspractep (kplpFbi3pap). bacrankbl ke3ae, EHucert KplpFbl3papbiHbIH Kasipri MoHFOAMS
ayMarblHa, KeriH MaHbuKypusira KOHbIC ayaapybl KOaHb aayipiHae KyObiaai xaHHbIH GUAIr KesiHAe
6acTarAbl. LLbIHFbIC XaH ypriakTapbl apacbiHAAFbl (OpTaasusaAbik, Kanay xaH meH KbiTarAblk, Ky6biaai
XaH) e3apa COFbICTApbIHAQ KbIPFbI3AAP €Ki TapanTaH Aa KapakopbIMHbIH, allblK, KEHICTIFIHAE KaHAbI
Kypecke KatbICTbl. Dyl0 KbIPFbI3AAPBIHBIH ASCTYPAI LUAPYaLLbIAbIK, TYPi OTapAbl MaA LUApYyaLIbIAbIFbI
60AAbI. XKbIAKbI, KOM, CUbIp yCTaraH. AT neH UTTi 6ipre iAecTipin, aHWbIAbIKMNEH aiHaAbICKaH. EA
ay3blHAAFbI SHrIMEAEPAEH, OYIO KbIPFbi3AapbliHbIH OMAait AsHAepiH XIX FacbipAblH opTacbiHaH 6acTan
ecipe 6acrtaraHbl GeAriai 60AAbl. EpTe ke3ae yto KbIpFbi3AapPbIHbIH, TYPFbIH YIAAEPI KMi3 yil GOAAbI,
6ipak, wamameH XIX FacbipAbIH GipiHLLIi KapTbICbIHbIH OPTa Ke3iHeH 6acTan TypakTbl KYPbIAbIC YAAEpPiHe
Kewuyre KipicTi. BypbliHfFbl Ke3ae yio KbIpFbi3Aapbl Y3biH XKeHAl, 6eaaeyi 6ap 60C KuimM KneTiH 6oAFaH.
OMeAAep KeCTEAEHTEeH TYAAI KMIM KMETIH. OMeAAep AE, ep aAaMAQP Ad >Ka3Aa MacaAaH KOPFalTbiH,
aK, MaTaAaH >kacaAfaH 6ac KMiM, aa KpICTa KO3bl XYHIHEH >KacaAFaH KaAnak, KMeTiH 60AFaH. KbipfFbi3
KOFfamblHbIH, 6ain MylueAepi TyAKi TepiciHeH Gepik KureH. KbICKbl KMiM-KelleK HeridiHeH ObIAFapbl
KMIMAEPAEH XeHe KebiHece KoM TepiCiHEH TIriAAI, aA KbIpFbi3AapAbliH, OaAapbl TYAKI TepiciHeH iulik
KMeTiH. ABCTYPAI My3bIKaAbIK, aCranTapbl XakaCTapAblH XOMbI3bl (iLLeKTi acrarn) MeH xobpara (CbiObI3fbl
TOpi3Ai) ykcac 6oAFaH.

Tynin cesaep: Dy-oit yesi, kbiprbi3, KbiTait Xaablk, Pecnybamkacbl, 3THMKAAbIK, MOAEHUET,
EHUNCENAIK KbIpFbI3aap.
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Knprussi u3 npoBuHummn XanAyHu3sH (dpy-+oin)
Kuraiickoit HapoaHo# Pecny6amnku

DTHOHMM «KbIPrbi3» LIMPOKO PACNpPOCTPaAHEH HA €BPa3MMCKOM MPOCTPAHCTBE. AAHHbIN 3THOHMM
4acTo BCTpeYaeTCs Kak B TONMOHMMMKE, Tak M B TMAPOHMMaX, OpoHUMax. KoueBble KbIprbi3bl M3AaBHA, a
B 0COOEHHOCTU B CPEAHME BeKa, aKTUBHO MUIPUPOBAAM, U B TO K€ BPEMS OHU B MPOLLECCE STHUUECKUX U
KYAbTYPHbIX B3aMMOOTHOLIEHWI BHECAW CYLLIECTBEHHbINA BKAQA B MCTOPUKO-KYAbTYPHbIA OOAMK APYTUX
HapoaoB LleHTpaAbHOM, CpeaHeit A31MM U COMPeAEAbHbIX TEPPUTOPUIA. B pe3yAbTaTe MHOrOBEKOBbIX
MUIPALLMOHHBIX MPOLLECCOB M 3THOKYAbTYPHbIX B3aMMoOTHoLleHui Ha CeBepo-BoctouHom Kutae
(MPOBUHLMS X3MAYHbBL3SH) MOSBUAMCH (DYIONCKME Kbiprbi3bl. CaMO6bITHAst KYAbTYpa CaMbIX BOCTOUHbIX
NPeACTaBUTEAEN TIOPKOS3bIYHbIX HAPOAOB MMpa C cepeAmHbl XX Beka HaxXOAMT XMBOW MHTepec
CO CTOPOHbl MCTOPMKOB-3THOrpachoB. B HayuHOM AMTepaType AaHHas HAPOAHOCTb, KOMMAKTHO
npoxkusatowlas B yeapae Oy-io (npoBrHUMS XarAyHbL3sHb, KHP), n3BectHa noa nmMeHem «py-io» UAK
ke «py-tor». B obuieit umcaeHHoCcTM He 6oaee 1500 yeroBek (Dy-tOCKME KblPrbi3bl HasbiBalOT cebs
He MHaye Kak «KbIprbi3»»X3pra3» UAW «TUPTU3». [10 aHTPOMOAOrMYECKOMY TUMY (DYIOMCKME KbIPTbi3bl
— B OTAMYME OT COCEAHMX HAPOAHOCTEN MaH>KYpOB, MOHIOAOB, AQYpPOB, 3BEHKOB — CBETAOKOXMWeE U
C eBponeouAHbIMM YyepTamu Anua. OAHAKO CPeAM HUX TakXKe BCTpevaloTcss GEAOAULIbIE KbIPrbi3bl C
PbIKMMM MAM CBETAO-KALUTAHOBbIMM BOAOCAMM (LaTeHbl). YTO KacaeTcs XO3SMCTBEHHOIO YKAAAQ,
TO DylOMCKME KbIPrbi3bl MPEXAE BCEro CKOTOBOAbI (KPYMHbIA M MEAKMI poraTblii ckoT). Haykow
AOKA3aHO, YTO §3blK (DYIOMCKMX KbIPrbi30B, BXOASLIMIA B TIOPKCKYIO BETBb $3bIKOB, MMeeT obLiue
KOPHM C COBPEMEHHbBIMM S13blIKaMM XaKacoB 1 LLopLEB. [TOMMMO 3TOro, OH OUYEeHb CXOXK C 3blKaMu capbl
yrypoB 1 Ao6HopLeB. Kbiprbidbl ye3aa Dyton AeAITCS Ha WeCTb POAOB: TabxbiH, TabbIHABIP, YnrabIp,
CaHAbIpABIP, BbIATBIPABI, ©pTTbIp MAM KapracTep (Kbiprbi3bl). M3Ha4aAbHO, NepeceAeHne eHNCencKkmx
KbIPrbI30B Ha COBPEMEHHYIO TEPPUTOPUMIO MOHIFOAMM M Aanee B MaHbUXYpUIO HAYaAOCb B 3MOXY
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lOatb, B neproa npaBAeHunsi Xybuaan-xaHa. B Mexxa0yco6HOM BOMHE UMHTM3MAOB (CPeAHEea3snaTCKoro
Xaiay-xaHa 1 KMTanmckoro Xybuaan-xaHa), B KPOBOMPOAMTHOM 6opbbe Ha npocTtopax Kapa-Kopyma c
ABYX CTOPOH Y4aCTBOBAAM U KbIPrbi3bl. TPAAMLMOHHBIM BUAOM XO3SMCTBA (PYIOMCKUX KbIPTbI30B ObIAO
OTFOHHOEe CKOTOBOACTBO. OHM AEprKaAWn AOLLIQAEN, OBel, KOPOB, 3aHMMAAMCb OXOTOM, Ha KOTOPYIO
BbIE3>KAaAM Ha AOLLAASX B COMPOBOXAEHMM cobak. M3 yCTHBIX NpeAaHuii M3BECTHO, YTO BblpalMBaTh
3epHO (PYIONCKME KbIPrbi3bl CTaAM € cepeanHbl XIX B. XKnamiem yioCKmMx Kbiprbi30B B MPOLIAOM OblAa
IOpTa, HO MPUMEPHO B CepeAMHe NepBoi NMOAOBMHbI XIX B. OHM CTaAM NepexoAnTb K CTaLUMOHAPHbIM
nocTporikam. B npoluaom dyioiickme Kblprbi3bl HOCMAM CBODOAHYIO OAEXKAY C AAMHHBIMM PyKaBamu
M NoSICOM. 2KEHLLUMHbI HOCUAM OAEXKAY C LBETOUYHbIMM BbILLUMBKAMM. M XKEHLLMHbI, 1 MY>KUYMHbI HOCUAM
Wwanky 13 6eAor TKaHW, 3alIMLLABLIYIO AETOM OT KOMapOB, @ 3MMOW LLAMNKy M3 Mexa arHat. boratble
UAEHbI KbIPrbI3CKOro 06LLIEeCTBA HOCUAM AMCbM LIAMNKW. 3UMHMIA rapAepob COCTOSIA FAABHbIM 06pa3om
M3 KOXKaHOM OAEXKAbI, MPEUMYLLLECTBEHHO U3 OBUMHbI, B TO BPEMS Kak 6OraTble Kblprbi3bl HOCUAM AUCbU
wy6bl. TPAAMUMOHHbIE My3bIKAaAbHbIE WMHCTPYMEHTbl aHAAOTMYHbI XaKaCCKOMY XOMbICY (CTPYHHbIi

MHCTPYMEHT) 1 xobpax (BMA pbAeiTbI).

KatoueBble caoBa: yesa Dy-oi, Kbiprbi3, KuTaiickas HapoaHast Pecniy6Anka, aTHUUECKast KyAbTYPa,

€HNCENCKME KbIPTbl3bl.

It is common knowledge that the ethnonym
«Kyrgyz» is widely spread on the Eurasian space.
This ethnonym is often found both in toponymy and
in hydronyms. This means that the Kyrgyz have
long been migrating, especially in the Middle Ages,
that is, they led a nomadic way of life, and at the
same time, they made a significant contribution to
the historical and cultural appearance of many ot-
her peoples in the process of assimilation, metisa-
tion and ethno-cultural relations Central and Cen-
tral Asia. Thus, one of the fragments of numerous
and centuries-old migrations was the Fuyui Kyrgyz.
The life and culture of the most oriental represen-
tatives of the Turkic-speaking peoples of the world
from the middle of the twentieth century find a keen
interest on the part of ethnographic historians (Bu-
tanaev, 1990:45-37).

In August 1945, the Soviet troops defeated the
Japanese imperial Kwantung Army entered the oc-
cupied territories of Manchuria (1931-1945). At the
same time, reports were received from Soviet offi-
cers of Kyrgyz nationality to the headquarters of the
Soviet Army about the discovery among the local
population of people who called themselves «Kyr-
gyz» and speak a language they understood, which
was subsequently reported to the Chinese side. This
fact is considered one of the first references to fuyui
Kyrgyz.

In academic circles, this ethnic group concen-
trated in the county Fu-yu, (Heyluntszyan Prov-
ince, China) is known under the name «Fu-yu» or
«Fu-yu.» Not exceeding in the number of 1500 fu
yui Kyrgyz refer to themselves only as «Kyrgyz»,
«hergez» or «tirtizy. One of the first explorers of
Fuyu Kyrgyz people along with other neighboring
nationalities (solons, daurs, Evens) was the Polish
ethnographer Gundula Salk and the Chinese scien-
tist Mambetakun Mambetturdu (Kyrgyz by national-

ity). Their joint work was published in 1998 (Turdu,
Mambet // Gundula, Salk: 1998). Earlier in 1943, a
trio of Japanese scientists: Tiansun, a military doc-
tor, He Hanging and Wu Tianhao, employees of the
Dalian (Far) library, during their expedition to the
occupied counties of Fuyu and Wujiazi, examined
the indigenous Mongols and at the same time they
gave information about local Kyrgyz. A year later, in
iyule1944 g.yaponets Kiu Yuan Zengren (Qiu Yuan
Zhengren) specially fitted out in Vutszyatsy to study
Kyrgyz. Based on the information of his predeces-
sors who visited the county of 1943, he carried out a
number of studies, thereby enriching the information
about the Fuyui Kyrgyz. His research in 1986 was re-
issued under the title «Journey to the Kyrgyz». Prob-
ably the Kyrgyz in Huilongjiang would never have
been mentioned without the first step taken in 1952
by Yu Yifu’s article «Ji-er-ji-si Nenjiang Grassland»
which prompted subsequently to ask for recognition
of the status of a national minority for Kyrgyz. His
article, reprinted in 1985, contains the main material
on history, migration, social and political situation,
culture and people’s memory, language, economics,
traditions and everyday life.

An invaluable contribution to the study of the
Fuyui Kyrgyz was made by the Chinese Kyrgyz
scholar, Professor of the Peking University of Na-
tional Minorities Muhamed Hu Jenghuan (Dun-
ganin by nationality) who, starting from 1957, pro-
duces a number of field and theoretical studies on
the history, religious situation, family and domestic
traditions of the Fuui Kyrgyz . Also, they have been
carefully analyzed lexical, phonetic and morpho-
logical features of the language on the basis of them
the collected linguistic material fuyuyskih Kyrgyz
(Karataev 2003: 65).

In 1967, the famous turkologist E.R. Tenishev
suggested that the language of the Fuyuan Kyrgyz
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is the relict remnant of the Yenisei Kyrgyz lan-
guage, which has links with the language of the
Tien Shan Kyrgyz and the languages of the Say-
ano-Altai region. Some information is contained
in a short article of the team of authors — S.G.
Skobelev, Zhang Taijiang, A.A. Shamaev, who in
the 90s of the XX century. visited Heilongjiang.
This article is devoted to the generic composition
of the Fuyui Kyrgyz (Zhang Taixiang, Shamaeyv,
Skobelev, 1994: 227-233). Especially noteworthy
article Khakas scientist M.A.Chertykova dedi-
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cated to fuyuyskim Kyrgyz Manchuria, China
(Chertykov, 2005:12-14).

The scientific expedition to the Fuyi Kyrgyz
in 2006 was headed by the Khakass professor
V.Ya. Butanayev, who, with the involvement of
historical and ethnographic material, published a
monograph(Butanayev 2006: 88). He conducted
a linguistic analysis, involving historical and
ethnographic material, showed the ethnogenetic
continuity of the Fuyui Kyrgyz and Khakass from
the Yenisei Kyrgyz.
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Figure

Fuyuyu County is located 300 km north-west of
Harbin, on the left bank of the Nenjiang River in
Heilongjiang Province, which occupies the north-
eastern part of the PRC. In the east, the county is
bordered by Ian County, in the south — with Ling-
dian County and Qigqihar, in the west — with the
outskirts of Qiqgihar and is separated from the Gan-
gan River by the river, in the north it borders on the
Fanghe County. The population of the county is
270,000 people, among them: 95% Han (Chinese),
the remaining 5% (16 thousand total) minorities —
Manchus, Mongols, Dungans, Koreans, Daurians,
Kyrgyz, Evenki, Cibo, Miao, Chuang and 11 other
ethnic groups. The older generation of Fuyui Kyr-
gyz identify themselves as «Kyrgyz» or «Kyrgyz»,
the younger generation in the Chinese dialect refers
to themselves as «tirtiz» or «jilji» (Tenishev 1966:
88). Professor M. Hu Zhenhua notes that this ethn-
onym is translated into Chinese as «Keerkezi».
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In 1947, the power of the communists was
strengthened in the district; 1948 in the course of
the land and water reform, the Fuyui Kyrgyz people
— the native cattlemen, were forced to master land.
The Fuyuy Kyrgyz are divided into several genera.
The most numerous villages are in Wujiazi («five
yards»). Another large settlement is located in Qi
Jiaazi («seven yards»). In the process of land and
water reform (1920-1930), a large number of Kyr-
gyz citizens of Wujiazi underwent resettlement in
Tsitsizyazzy. According to the official census in
1952, 455 Kyrgyz were registered in the county of
Fuyui, and in 1979 the census showed 614 people.
The 1982 census indicates that 788 Kyrgyz lived in
the District of Fuyuy County, 65 Kyrgyz lived in
Qigihar and about 21 Fuyui Kyrgyz were scattered
outside of Manchuria. In 1990, there were 1,450
Kyrgyz in Heilongjiang. And in 2000 the number of
Kyrgyz was about 1500 people (Butanaev, 2006:88)
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The indigenous inhabitants of the Mongols
call the Fuyui Kyrgyz «Darno Oiraty or «Western
Oirot», while the Kyrgyz call the Mongols «jun
Oiraty — «Western Oirots». Despite the distance
of the Kyrgyz from Manchuria from the «Turkic
world», they were not subjected to the process of
assimilation; moreover, they were able to preserve
their ethnocultural identity. As for the language, the
Fuyui Kyrgyz are bilingual. In addition, many Kyr-
gyz people besides the Chinese speak the Mongo-
lian language. Obviously, this is explained by the
close neighborhood and frequent mixed marriages
of Kyrgyz

According to the anthropological type, the Fuyui
Kyrgyz —unlike the neighboring peoples of the man-
jurs, Mongols, daurs, Evenks — are light-skinned
and with European features. However, among them
there are white-faced Kyrgyz with red or light chest-
nut hair (shatens). As for the economic order, the
Fuhuyk Kyrgyz are primarily cattlemen (large and
small cattle). As a result, meat and dairy products
predominate in their diet. Especially valuable are
ayran, kurut and etc (Zhang Taixiang, Shamaev,
Skobolev 1994: 229).

For a long time scientific interest raises a num-
ber of questions: where is the historical homeland
of the Fewy Kyrgyz people and at what time were
they relocated to Manchuria? The problem of the
reliability (more precisely the scientific value) of
previously put forward hypotheses and theories of
scientists regarding the above issues remains open.

The overwhelming majority of researchers tend
to believe that the Fuyui Kyrgyz migrated to the
Heilongjiang province in the eighteenth century.
succumbing to political and military events. At the
same time, researchers rely on historical written
sources and linguistic comparisons. Some research-
ers believe that the catalyst for migration was the
Yuan era, following the Mongol yoke, with its po-
litical decision to resettle (deport) Kyrgyz from their
historic homeland.

As you know, the historical events of the Soyan-
Altai and Central Asia XIII century. are associated
with the names of the founder of the Mongol Yuan
dynasty in China, Khubilai Khan (and his heirs) and
the Central Asian Chingizid Haidu Khan (and his
supporters) who had a long-standing armed enmity
between themselves. It is known that in the armies of
each of these feuding dynasties there were Kyrgyz.

At the same time has the right to life and the
second version. XVII-XVIII centuries. was one of
the most dramatic historical milestones for the Yeni-
sei and Tien Shan Kyrgyz. These are punitive ex-
peditions of tsarist (Russian) troops to the Yenisey

«Kyrgyz staten; struggle for survival from attacks
by Altan Khans; oppression of the Oirot-Kalmyks;
and finally, the forced resettlement of Kyrgyz in
1708 to Zhungaria.

It has been proved by historical science that the
language of the Fuyui Kyrgyz who is part of the
Turkic group of languages has common roots with
the modern languages of Khakas and Shorians. In
addition, it is very similar to the languages of sara-
hugur and lobnowortsev. Thus, the Khakass linguist
DI Chankov made comparisons with the common-
ality of the linguistic group of these ethnic groups
with the Khakas-Kachin people. Khakass scien-
tists V.Ya. Butanayev and M.A. Chertykov unani-
mously expressed the opinion of the similarity of
the language of the Fuyui Kyrgyz with the dialects
of Khakas-Sagays and Khakas-Beltirs. Earlier, the
famous Turkologist Erik Tenishev noted the signifi-
cant similarity of the language of the Fuyui Kyrgyz
with the languages (dialects) of the Sagays, Kachins,
Beltirs and Shorians (Tenishev 1966: 91). At the
same time, he noted that probably the language of
the Fuyui Kyrgyz was the everyday language of the
Yenisei Kyrgyz in the 16th-17th centuries (Teni-
shev, 1997:57).

It is known that the Kyrgyz of Fuyuy County are
divided into six genera: Tabhyn, Tabindyr, Chig-
dyr, Sandyrdyr, Byltirdy, Kurtyr or Kargaster (Kyr-
gyz). Recall that the names of the families of the
Fuyui Kyrgyz have parallels with toponyms of the
valley Monii-Suu (Minusinsk, Khakassia), as well
as a number of places in Kyrgyzstan. Thisn can be
observed in the ethnonym of modern Kyrgyz. Ini-
tially, the resettlement of the Yenisei Kyrgyz people
to the modern territory of Mongolia, and further to
Manchuria began in the Yuan era during the reign
of Khubilai Khan. In between the war of Chingizids
(the Middle Asiatic Haidu-khan and the Chinese
Khubilai Khan)

In the bloody struggle on the expanses of Kara-
Corum, the Kyrgyz also participated from both sides.
Up to now, information has come that the troops of
Hajdu Khan have been lodged for two years in the
Minusinsk Basin. This event has led to an outbreak
of epidemics of various diseases and to the moraine
(famine) among the indigenous people — Kyrgyz and
their kyshtym, and as a consequence to the reduction
in their numbers due to increased deaths.

Historical data on the forced resettlement of
Kyrgyz people to Manchuria have been preserved.
In 1286, Hajdu-khan organized a large campaign
in Mongolia. The prince of the Kyrgyz is not able
to expose troops against the governor, he has gone
through diplomacy. Finding himself in a desperate
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situation, Liu Hao-li «then bribed the thousands of
a rebellious prince with clothes,» who missed the
governor with a thousand people «footpaths in the
mountains of Teby-Shan,» and he was able to reach
China. Probably one of the reasons for the transfer
of the Kyrgyz nobility to the side of Haidu was the
mobilization of the Kyrgyz population and the de-
ployment of Kyrgyz as military settlers in various
regions of the empire, which threatened the dissolu-
tion of the ethnos. The situation of the military set-
tlers was often disastrous. «In 1283 it was indicated
to transfer 600 bulls, given to the rich inhabitants
of Tula-Tu, the poor from the Kirghiz» (Butanaev,
Khudyakov, 1999: 157).

«In 1292, Tutuha (the Kypchak commander
who served Khubilai) ravaged the lands of the Al-
tai Mountains ... He turned back on Halinga (Ka-
ra-Corum). Here he (Tutuha) was given the right
to rule the Kyrgyz (jilizisis — the so-called Kyrgyz
in the Yuan era). In the spring of 1293, his troops,
after walking a few days along the frozen river of
Qianhe, reached the Kyrgyz possessions. The army
of Tutuha settled down to manage these five gen-
era. The achievements of Tutuha are the fact that the
government of the property saved him from promo-
tion ... Khaydu sent his troops to the Qianhe River
(Yenisei) to rescue the Kyrgyz (Karaev, 1983:8-99).
However, Tutuha defeated his troops, and Boloch
captured the commander (Kychanov, 1963: 63).

Thus, the Kyrgyz lands were again returned to
the fold of the Mongolian empire Yuan. Some of the
Kyrgyz from the Minusinsk Basin and from Tuva
were relocated to Manzhury in the possession of the
rebellious Noyan Noyon. In 1293 the genus «Usu-
han, khanas, jilji (Kyrgyz)» was moved here. Under
a special order, Khubilai Kyrgyz and other families
were stationed in Zhaozhou as a military settlement.
In 1293, addressing the Khara-batyr, Emperor Shi-
tszu (Khubilai) said this: «the ancient lands belong-
ing to Noyangu are named Abalha, and they will
supply us with fish.» Now I built a city there, and
placed the people there in three sorts. These are
jun-suhani, haphanasy and jilizi (Kyrgyz). Now this
city is called Zhaozhou. You now go there, and take
the position of hsiangweisi (management of the re-
gion)». Another part of the Kyrgyz was placed in the
«Zemetse Hasyyhe», which is also in Manchuria. In
1293, according to the order of Shih Tzu (Khubi-
lai-khan), 700 families of the Zhirhachusota cirrus
(Kyrgyz) were placed in the lands of Hasihe as a
military settlement. « In 1295, the Kyrgyz inhabit-
ing the Jin-Shan (Altai) mountains were resettled
in the Shandong region. They were allocated land,
bulls and seeds (Kychanov 1963: 62).
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These actions were undertaken with the aim of
undermining the forces of the insurgents by transfer-
ring them to another ethnic environment and thereby
controlling them. Such a policy continued even after
the death of the Yuan emperor Khubilai. Historical
written sources indicate that the initial stage of the
forcible migration of Kyrgyz to Manchuria was the
13th century.

According to another version: it is known that
in 1703 and subsequent years the Kalmyks (Dzhun-
gary) forcibly resettled the Kyrgyz in Zhungaria.
And in 1733-1736, and the subsequent 1756-1757
years. the empire of Qin (the state founded in China
by the Manchus in 1644-1911) produced two migra-
tions of Kyrgyz. The second migration of Kyrgyz
was more extensive. Legends of this migration to
Heilongjiang have been preserved in the folklore of
the Fuyuan Kyrgyz. According to the researchers,
after the Ch’ing Empire was defeated by the Zhun-
gar Khanate, the Kyrgyz along with the Mongols
moved to the present territories of Heilongjiang
Province. Probably, even before this migration, the
Kyrgyz already lived in the Altai-Khangai Moun-
tains. The Kyrgyz were subjected to resettlement
(deportation) and were settled in five villages of the
Manchu people: Aihui, Bukui, Hailar, Bayansu and
Hulan. Six kinds of Kyrgyz are specified. These are:
Daben, Ekige, Gapuhan, Sader, Boleter, Ger’esi.
Modern Fuyui Kyrgyz took the Chinese names Wu,
Hang, Chang. After that, the Kyrgyz were subordi-
nated to the military corps with red, blue, white and
orange banners.

In the historical memory of Fuhuyk Kyrgyz
people the following information was preserved:
«Heilongjiang Kyrgyz people originally lived in
Xinjiang. When the Qin (Manchu) troops began the
offensive the Kyrgyz found refuge in the cave «one
hundred sacred pesher» in the Altai. They got the
news that a lot of Kyrgyz soldiers were taken pris-
oner to the hands of the Manchus (the Qin Empire),
together with the Zhungar Khan of Davatzi. After a
lapse of 49 days from Emperor Qianlundang, a spe-
cial letter came in which indicated that the families
in which the men were captured would be united
with the solos (the solons are an ethnic group). Thus,
these Kyrgyz united with families moved to Heilun-
jiang (Chertykov, 2005: 29).

The Kyrgyz discussed above were formerly in
the Zhungar «Kyrgyz Otogu» («Otok» — the name
of the administrative unit of the Zhungar Khanate).
«Kyrgyz Otogu» in those days was near the city of
Kulzh (Inin), along the Ili river basin.

However, the Kyrgyz did not have a special
social status; but, given the excellent possession of
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military art, they were enrolled in special military
regiments. In addition, they were also forbidden
to marry with representatives of other nations and
nationalities, which eventually led to a quantitative
and qualitative reduction of the Kyrgyz population.
In 1949, after the communist power was established
in China and the land-economic reforms began, the
social situation of ethnic minorities, including num-
ber and Kyrgyz, began to improve.

According to the tribal composition, the Fuyui
Kyrgyz are divided into the following genus:
Tabhyns, Tabindyr, Chigdyr, Sandyrdyr, Byltirdy,
Kurtyr or Kargaster (Kyrgyz). The enumerated ethn-
onyms common in the Khakassko-Minusinsk Basin
are direct descendants of the Yenisei Kyrgyz, and
are closely interconnected with modern Khakases.
In 1616, the ataman of the Russian Cossacks Vasily
Tyumentsev, heading for the ambassadorial service
to the Altyn Khan of Mongolia, passed along the
land of Tabyn, which is located in the upper reaches
of Abakan. In the embassys order «Land Tabyn»
— «Kirgizskaya Zemlyatsa» (Russian in the XVII-
XVIII the possession of the Yenisei Kyrgyz people
was called «Kyrgyz land, land») it was noted that
they (Kyrgyz) pay taxes to Altyn-khanam. Today,
tobaccos (among the Fuyuan Kyrgyz — «tabindyr»)
in the modern Beltai Khakass are known as a large
clan (in Khakassia). The place where the ancestors
of the tabacs lived long ago is called Taban-Chul
(Taban pond). The place where they had long hunt-
ed is called «Taban-taiga» (along the river Mamur),
and the place where they spent the winter — «Taban-
Chul» (Butanaev, 1995: 117).

The genus of the Fuyui Kyrgyz «wasted» is
completely in tune with the Khakass tribal group
Beltir (Piltir). This ethnonym is found in the Kyr-
gyz generic bugu group in the form of a «bildir».
Naturally this fact could not be created from scratch.
Khakass historical folklore testifies that in 1703 the
Khakassbeltirs (hack pilasters) were forcibly relo-
cated to Zhungaria, thus reuniting with the ancestors
of the Kyrgyz (Butanaev, 1990: 48).

The Beltirsky district of the «Kyrgyz earth»
of the Altyrsky ulus in Russian written sources is
known since 1635, and the genus Beltir residing
there are divided into two groups «akpilatir» and
«karpilattir». The generic groups Beltir are known at
least since the XVII century. As a part of the Kyrgyz
tribe, the bugu meets a genus named «bildir». A sci-
entifically grounded fact, the fact that the ethnonyms
of the «Piltir» style were found in remote from each
other three regions testifies: Kyrgyz, Khakass and
Fuhuyk Kyrgyz have common ethnogenetic origins.
For example, as part of modern Khakas-Sagays,

there is an ethnonym «Piltir», which in the Buryat-
Mongolian language conveys the meaning «mixed»,
«heterogeneous» or «different». After a lapse of
time, the ethnonym «Piltir» passes into the category
of exoethonyms. It is known that today the Tuvans
call the neighboring Khakass «Beldir». At the same
time, the word «beltir» in the Khakas and Altaians
denotes the place where the aryks, rivers and can-
yons merge (Baskakov, 1980: 107).

Thus, it can be understood that this ethnonymy
in the language of the Yenisei Kyrgyz appeared as
a designation of the tribe that appeared as a result
of the fusion or unification of several genera — «a
tribe created from different unified genera. «Some
researchers tend to believe that the ethnonym «chig-
dyr» Kyrgyz is interconnected with ulus «chicy,
which was located in the XVII century. in the
Khakassko-Minusinsk Basin, the historical home-
land of the Yenisei Kyrgyz. By name with this ulus
has similar parallels of a large genus «shykmaty
from the Kyrgyz Sayak tribe. It has ethnical par-
allels and a large modern family among the Turk-
men «shig». Khakass ethnographer, professor V.Ya.
Butanayev notes that the name of the Sagayseok
«ihege» is consonant with the name of medieval
chicks — the people who lived in Tuva on the river.
To the kemchik. The members of the seok lived on
the river. Bai in the valley of the river. A sketch,
at the foot of the tribal mountain Sakhchakh (Bu-
tanaev, 1994: 14).

According to legend, seok «ichege» has been
preserved in Khakassia since the time of the Flood.
His representatives attributed themselves to the
part of seok «as Khasha.» They received their
name during the temporary stay in Tuva. Folklore
data do not exclude the possible connection of the
aforementioned seok (genus) with chicks.

Indeed, the «chik» according to the ancient
runes are known as an independent people. Places
where the chicks dwelt presumably were in the
upper reaches of the Yenisei, and in the territory of
modern Tuva. Tuva and adjacent territories in the
IX. for the «Kyrgyz Kaganate» were considered a
strategic springboard. Researchers note that Kyrgyz
in the 9th century. lived in the neighborhood with
Tannu-Olami (Petrov, 1963: 13).

Tannu-Ola was a very convenient place to
rate Kyrgyz kagans. Tannu-Ola, now located in
the south of modern Tuva, provided excellent
opportunities for direct access to the vast expanses
of Central Asia (Mongolia and adjacent territories).
On the monument of Mogilyan (Bilge) kagan it is
said: «When I was twenty-six, the people together
with the Kyrgyz turned out to be my enemies.
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«According to this message it becomes clear that
the chiki were an independent and independent
people (tribe). At one time, chicks lived in the
north-western territories of modern Mongolia. On
the monument dedicated to the Uighur Khayan
Moyun-Chur (745-759) it is said: «He sent the
messengers (Karluk khan) to the Kyrgyz, calling
for the rebellion of the chicks...». This historic
event occurred in 751. The Uighur kahan Moyun-
Chur gathered troops attacking the chicks, and
he (kagan) managed to force them out to help the
mounted Kyrgyz. As for the Karluks of the Kara
Irtysh who lived in the east, they were completely
defeated (Karataev, 2013: 132).

Chicks are constantly mentioned together with
Kyrgyz. The scientist-encyclopedist Mahmud
Kashgari: «the languages of Kyrgyz, Kyfchak
(Kypchak), Oguz, Tukhsi, Yagma, Igrok, Charuk
and Chigilei are originally Turkic languages»
(Koshgarii Mahmud, 1960: 66). The Kyrgyz
historian O. Karaev, referring to Arabic written
sources («Khudud al-Alam» — «Borders of the
Universe») noted: «Hirgiz, Chigil, Hifchak,
Kimak is an independent state» (Karaev, 1983:
41-42). Until the middle of the twentieth century.
Among the Fuyuan Kyrgyz people, ancient pagan
beliefs persisted, which were pressed with the
implementation of land and water reform in China,
as well as the introduction of a new communist
ideology. In the historical past, there is no doubt
that the Fuyui Kyrgyz came under the influence of
Lamaism, but remained pagan. In the past, the Fuyui
Kyrgyz had shamans («kamy»). The Kyrgyz people
performed rituals of worshiping ancestors and
some deities, accompanied by sacrifices, especially
when one of the Kyrgyz community was sick. One
of the main deities was the God of the Serpent, in
honor of which to the land-water reform (in Fuyu
County, the land-water reform was held from 1947
to 1948). Each household usually had images, or
puppet-like symbols made of cloth, many of which
were serpentine and hung on the walls. In addition,
the Kyrgyz every year after the New Year in mid-
January performed a ritual of burning two piles of
cattle excrement, which was called «traces of wolf’s
smoke.» In the past, burning «traces of wolf smoke»
meant, according to the testimony of the Fuyui
Kyrgyz, a signal of danger, for alerting the soldiers
who saw the smoke, gathered in the designated
place, and has historical roots in the combat life of
the Fuhuyk Kyrgyz and Dzungar Khanate. However,
after the land reform, this tradition was interrupted.
In addition, there is information about the prevailing
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view of the prevailing «Sky-Universe» — the
inexplicable heavenly universe, responsible for
the eternal life of nature. The Kyrgyz understood
themselves as part of the forces of nature, addressed
all their hopes to the Sky-Universe. The sky-universe
in the understanding of the Fuyuan Kyrgyz acted
as the reason for the inexplicable and, at the same
time, as the deliverer of human pain and longing,
acting as the guarantor of eternity, the deliverer of
eschatological fears. At the same time, the symbol
of the tree with the souls of ancestors placed in it in
the form of birds, acted as a symbolic link with this
omnipotent authority. The funeral ceremony was
accompanied by dances and singing of a shaman
who, according to the views of the Fuhuyk Kyrgyz,
helped the dead in a dangerous way to the afterlife.

The family-marriage tradition of the Fuyui
Kyrgyz included generic exogamy, combined with
ethnic endogamy. Endogamy was also supported by
the Qin prohibition to marry other ethnic groups,
which had a negative effect on the number of
descendants, but, at the same time, it did not allow
it to dissolve in an alien environment. However, a
small number of Kyrgyz families did not allow full
respect for the endogamous prohibitions, which
was expressed in the spread of marriages between
Kyrgyz and neighboring Mongolian ethnic groups
(mainly with flying). There was a levirate. The
marriage was arranged by the parents of the bride and
groom, while they did not take into consideration the
opinion of the young. Divorce was condemned as a
public disgrace. For the bride the groom’s side paid
a ransom. Furrier cattle breeding was a traditional
type of Fui-kyi farm. They kept horses, sheep, cows.
They engaged in hunting, on which they went on
horseback accompanied by dogs. From the oral
traditions it is known that the Fuhuyk Kyrgyz began
to grow grain since the middle of the 19th century
(Karataev, 2013: 123). The dwelling of Fuyu Kyrgyz
people in the past was a yurt, but approximately in
the middle of the first half of the XIX century began
to move to stationary buildings. In the past, the
Fyuju Kyrgyz people wore loose clothing with long
sleeves and a belt. Women wore clothes with floral
embroideries. Both women and men wore a hat made
of white material, which protected the summer from
mosquitoes, and in the winter hat made of lamb. Rich
members of the Kyrgyz society wore fox hats. The
winter wardrobe consisted mainly of leather clothes,
mostly of sheepskin, while rich Kyrgyz wore fox fur
coats. Traditional musical instruments, apparently,
are similar to Khakasshomys (stringed instrument)
and hobrah (kind of flute).
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Table — Lexical parallels between the Fuyuan Kyrgyz, Kazakhs and Kyrgyz of Kyrgyzstan

Translating to Russian

Fuhuyk Kyrgyz Khakassians Kyrgyz language
Aal Aal Ayil village
Aar Aar Oor heavy
Aaz Aaz Ooz mouth
Aba Aba Aba, ava, ata older brother

Aba-iye Aba-iche Ata-ene parents
Agar Agar Agar, agaruu whiten
Agash Agas Zhygach, darak tree
Agyr Agyr Oruu disease
Agyrych Aryg Oruu disease
Ada Ada Ata father
Azakh Azakh Ayak,but leg
Ay Ay Ay month
Ayikh Ayakh Ayak, idish-ayak dishes
Aky Acha Aga, ake, uluuagasy brother
Al Al Al, alypkeluu fetch
Alakhan Aya Alakan palm
Ald Aldy Aldy, aldyga ahead of
Alton Alton Altymysh Sixty
Anda Anda Anda, osholjakta there
Ang Ang Ang, anguloo hunting
Arbyn Arbyn Arbyn more
Arsylyng Aesylan Arstan a lion
Art Art Art pass
Artykh Artykh Artyk superfluous
Arshang Arachang Arashan, bulak a source
As As Az few
At At At area
Akhsakh Akhsakh Aksak lame
Achyk Achykh Achuu bitter
Ash As Ash, tamak food
Ash As Ach, achkakaluu stay hungry
Batyr Matyr Baatyr hero
Bakhshy Ugretchy Bashchy Shaman
Bachzha Pacha Bazha brother-in-law
Bashga Pashkha Bashka Other
Byy Pyy Bee Mare
Bil Pil Bel Back
Birge Pirge Birge Together
Bolot Molat Bolot cast iron
Bos Pos Bosh, erkin Free
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Table continuation

Translating to Russian

Fuhuyk Kyrgyz Khakassians Kyrgyz language
Burun Purun Murun Nose
Byltyr Pyltyr byltyr last year

Gabyrga Khabyrga Kabyrga Ribs
Gaychy Kypty Kaychi Scissors
Ganat Kanat Kanat Wings
Garool Karool Karool Guard
Gartchyga Khartyga Karchyga Sacrum
Gelerchyl Kilerchyl Kelerkizhyl next year
Gindik Kindik Kindik umbilical cord
Goy Khoy Koy Ram
Gulun Khulun Kulun Foal
Gymys Khymys Kymyz Koumiss
Gyr Khyr Kyr Pass
Gumush Kumus kumush Silver
Kysyr Khyzyr Kysyr Barren
Daa Taa Tayi Uncle
Dala Charyn Daly Shoulder
Denge Tenge Tenge, kumushzhasalga Silverware
Ib Ib Uy House
Ini, 1yi Tungma Ini little brother
It Aday It Dog
Kam Kham Shaman Shaman
Kiik Kiik Kiyik Deer
Kilin Kilin Kelin daughter in law
Kirte Kirt Kerte Cut
Mal Mal Mal Animal
Nomurtkha Nymyrkha Zhumurtka Egg
Nomok Nymakh Zhomok fairy tale
Obaa Obaa Obootash stone chest
Ong Ong On Ten
Paltyr Paltyr Baltyr Heel
Pyshyr Pyzyr Byshyr Cook
Tayi Tay Tayi Uncle
Tarakh Targak Tarak Combs
Tugan Tugan Tuugan Relative
Uzun Uzun Uzun along
Chastykh Chastykh zhazdyk Pillow
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Photo 1 — Teachers of Chang and Suo, Wujiazi village. Photo by V.Ya. Butanayev
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\

Photo 2 — Children of the Fui-Kui Kyrgyz. Photo by V.Ya. Butanayev
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Photo 3 — The economy of the Fuyui Kyrgyz. Photo by V.Ya. Butanayev

Photo 4 — The professor from Khakassia V.Ya. Butanayev in work
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Photo 5 — Children of Fuyu Kyrgyz during the lesson at school. Photo by V.Ya. Butanaev
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