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On the basis of field ethnographic materials the author, and special
literature explores new and traditional wedding ceremonies in the popu-
lation of Western Kazakhstan on the example of the Aktobe region. It is
shown that this ritual organically combines the features of the past and
present, is a common Kazakh and common Kazakhstan features, as well
as some regional differences. For example, the Kazakhs marriage is carried
out both in the form of a formal matchmaking, and by «kidnapping» or
«escape» of the bride. The first form of marriage through matchmaking is
more common among the East Slavic, mostly European and among other
ethnic groups of Kazakhstan; second — among the Kazakhs, the Turkic eth-
nic groups or those who adhere to the rules of Islam.

Key words: ethnoses, marriage, wedding, matchmaking, fiance and
bride, bride kidnapping, escape of the bride.

Makana aBTOpAbIH AQAaAbIK, 3THOrpachmsAbIK, 3epTTey MaTeprasAa-
pbl MeH baTbic KasakcTaH, COHbIH iwiHAe AKTE6E 0OAbICHI TYPFbIHAAPbI-
HbIH Ka3ipri >xeHe ASCTYPAI YMAEHY BAET-FYPbINTapbl )XOHIHAEr apHaibl
FBIABIMM 3epTTey KiTanTapbl HerisiHae >kasbiaraH. Ocbl yiAeHyre 6anaa-
HbICTbl CAAT-ASCTYPAEPAIH, €XEATi XOHe OCbl KYHTi, YaAmMbl Ka3aKMAbIK,
MeH eAiMi3AiIH, 8p TYKMipiHAEri ABCTYPAEPMEH, >KEPTiAIKTI epeklueAikTe-
piMeH 6aiAaHbICTbl. MbiCaAFa, Ka3akTapAblH OTOACHIH KypyAaFbl pecmu
TYPAE KYAQAACY, «aAbIM Kallly» TYpPi Hemece KbI3AbIH, «KaLlbIM KeTYi» CUSIK-
Tbl. bip Typi KyAa Tycy, OYA — LbIFbIC CAABSIH THOCTapbl MeH backa Ka-
3aKCTaHAbIKTapFa ToH 60ACa, eKiHLIi Typi Ka3akTapMeH TypPiK 3THOCTapbl
apacbiHAQ HEMeCe UCAaM KaFMAAAPbIH YCTaHATbIHAQPFA ToH.

Ty#iH ce3aep: 3THOC, HEKEe, YMAEHY, KYAAAACY, KYIey XKIiriT >koHe Ka-
ABIHABIK, aAbIM KaLly, KbI3AbIH Kallybl.

B cTaTbe Ha OCHOBE MOAEBbIX 3THOrpahuUecKnx MaTepruaroB aBTopa,
CrMeumMaAbHOM AUTEPATYpPbl UCCAEAYETCS HOBOE U TPAAMLIMOHHOE B CBa-
Ae6HOM 06paAHOCTU HaceAeHus 3anaaHoro KasaxcraHa Ha npumepe Ak-
TIo6MHCKOM 06AacTu. [MokasaHo, UTO AaHHas OBPSIAHOCTb OpraHMYecKm
coueTaeT B cebe uepTbl MPOLIAOrO U HACTOSILLIEro, UMeeT Kak obLieKa-
3axckue 1 oblieKa3axCTaHCKMe YepTbl, TaK U OTAEAbHblE PErvoHaAbHble
pasAmums. Tak, HanpuMmep, y Ka3axoB 3akAloueHue 6paka OCyLeCTBASIET-
cs Kak B (hopme O(PULMAABHOIO CBAaTOBCTBA, Tak M MyTEM «MOXMLLEHUS»
MAM «6ercTBoM» HeBecTbl. [epBast hopma Gpaka nyTem CBaTOBCTBA valle
BCTPEYAETCS CPEAM MPEACTABUTEAEN BOCTOYHOCAABSHCKOTO, MPeumMyLLe-
CTBEHHO EBPOMNENCKMX 3THOCOB U CPEAM APYTMX Ka3axCTaHLIeB; BTOpas —
CpeAM Ka3axoB, TIOPKCKMX STHOCOB UAM TEX, KOTOPbIE MPUAEPIKMBAIOTCS
HOPM MCAaMa.

KAtoueBble cAoBa: 3THOCbI, 6paK, CBaAbOa, CBAaTOBCTBO, YKEHUX U He-
BECTa, MOXMLLEHNE HEBECTbI, GErCTBO HEBECTbI.
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The Wedding Rites under study, mostly Kazakh, have been less
subjected to alterations and prominence has been given to traditional
moments in these phenomena. Rites and rituals going back to reli-
gious, most Islam and pre-Islam sources are mixed in then. There-
fore, the alterations going on, the further development and interac-
tion of the traditional and modern, of the different ethnographical
phenomena are of great interest to us.

Wedding Rites and Rituals, as a rule consist of several cycles:
proposal, preparation for marriage, marriage, marriage itself, and
post-wedding rituals.

At the beginning of this century, the Kazakh wedding rites,
despite the slight regional differences, have been mostly identical
in their essence. Their further development has preserved many of
culturally important features. The new Soviet laws and ethnic in-
teraction with the Russian and the Ukrainian people made a strong
imprint on the Kazakh rites. The traditional elements are being
transformed now and the processes of transformation are not quite
similar in different regions of Kazakhstan.

Nowadays, marriage is being realized in two variants: 1) preced-
ing proposal and wedding ceremony at the groom’s house («kelin
tusuru toyi»), the same ceremony at the bride’s house; 2) elopement
of the bride («kaship ketu») or stealing of the bride with her consent
by the groom and post wedding ceremony at the groom’s house.

The traditional form of marriage has been widely and fully in-
vestigated in the special literature. According to it, the first is pro-
posal, groom’s relatives send their representatives to the bride’s
house. The head («bas kuday) is usually the father if groom, the sec-
ond man («bi kuday) is a respected member of the community, elo-
quent and witty. The groom accompanies them as usual. The bride’s
parents are informed beforehand about the aims of the visit and can
make necessary preparations [1].

The institution of proposal has been subjected to strong altera-
tions; its functions have been changed. Now its task is not to choose
a bride but to help to achieve mutual understanding of the two sides.

The arrival of the groom’s representatives is a ritual itself.
Neighbors take an active part in it, for example which can not be
stepped over without paying a fine. Or a whip can be hanged like
this («kamshi bailar»). Previously, the gloom came on horseback
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with handkerchiefs tied to his whip for presenting
women who met him. Now, he comes in a car with
the handkerchiefs tied to it. The ritual of introduc-
tion of some interest too («otka mai kuyuy).

Two women lead the groom to hearth and they
pour oil to it, after that he throws money around as
a ransom. The groom’s men are served a generous
meal, i.e. the groom is given mutton chest meat,
symbolizing close relations, since it was accepted
to greet each other touching breast. The groom must
do his best to help himself and not forget to pass
the meat to the others. For example, oil should be
given to elder brother’s wife, another part should be
given to the relatives on the bride’s side. At the end
he pays a ransom. The whole party agrees as to the
organization of the wedding. After that the groom’s
side makes a present to the bride’s parents — a bag
with a sum of money and some trifles.

Kalim, as a ransom for wife still exists in the
southern parts of Kazakhstan an the Middle Asia re-
publics. It has been the most necessary part of the
whole process, sometimes the groom ransomed his
wife at a heavy price and this rite still exist in some
changed forms in the southern Kazakhstan and some
arts of the northern Kazakhstan where the groom
has to ransom his wife at a horse’s price.

The horse’s parents make dowry for her accord-
ingly to their pocket. It may consist of trousseau, at
times furniture, home machines, fabrics etc. («kalta
sipar»). They also pay ransom to the serving people,
usually it is not expensive rings, bracelets etc.

When everything is arranged guests gather
around are served a ritual course — mutton liver with
oil, which symbolizes agreement, otherwise the
liver is not served. Now the groom’s relatives are
to go through an ordeal, they are to eat everything.
Sometimes guests help them («asatuy»). After that
the birdie’s parents and the guests hold the groom’s
side to a ransom in cash. If the sum is considered to
be small, the guests demand more or the former can
be drawn out, to make fun. So they try to give the
sum demanded to women who serve the meal. This
ritual goes back to the ritual games of the past when
the tribal system existed.

Nowadays, the elopement of a bride is the form
that quite frequently occurs. In this case, the bride’s
parents are not responsible for the wedding party,
limiting themselves to giving a dowry. This form
has become quite frequent in the other regions in-
cluding the Middle Asia, Altai, Siberia the Cauca-
sus. We firmly believe that the reasons causing the
adoption of this form are as follows: 1) financial and
other difficulties; 2) weakening of the family ties and
growing independence of the young; 3) the parent’s

dissatisfaction with the choice of their children [1].
This independence in marriage, fixed by the Consti-
tution and laws helps to do without many traditional
rites and unnecessary obligation. If a young man is
frequent visitor, the bride’s parents are already well
acquainted with him and try not to be in their way.
Usually the girl’s friends are taken into confidence.
When the news is broken, it is up to the groom’s par-
ents to send their excuses with their close relatives
(keshirim surau) and to organize a wedding when
excuses are accepted and consent is given. In most
cases, both sides achieve mutual agreement, when
the girl confirms her choice and then gaieties of an-
nouncement come.

Adopted forms of marriage are similar both in
town and the countryside not with standing ethnic
differences. They are mostly limited to marriage at
aregistry office (any type of municipal government)
and the following wedding-party.

Marriage at a registry office can be celebrated at
a month’s notice. As usual the a month’s notice. As
usual the wedding-party taken place immediately
after the registration, but it is entirely a matter of
choice and circumstances. When the day of the in-
tended marriage is fixed, the young couple makes
necessary preparations: buy wedding-rings, order
toilets, send official invitations with photos. Lately
some elements of the national costume have become
popular again, such as the tall head dress (saukele),
a silk or a velvet jacket without sleeves richly orna-
mented.

The reception takes place in the day-time and
still contains fully many traditional features and ele-
ments. Guests greet the parents of the young couple;
friends and relatives are introduced to each other.
Then the meal is served, usually it is lamb with the
sheep’s head. By the end of the meal the young
couple is invited to get the blessing from old men
(aksakals) i.e. «white beardsy. In other cases grown-
ups come to the bride’s room to have a look at her.
In comparison with the rites of the Middle Asia, a
religious wedding ceremony practically never takes
place. To conclude the reception, all gather around
to sing a special song («toy bastary), usually it is ac
companied by the music of the national instrument
(dombra). After that a special prize for the singer is
brought, usually it is a plate with presents.

The wedding party itself can be celebrated late
in the evening. The so-called (jastar toyi) is the
wedding-party where mostly young generation is
present, it is not so solemn as the reception, that’s
why colleagues, neighbors, unknown people can be
present. In summer the wedding-party is usually cel-
ebrated out-of-doors, in the yard or something; in
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winter — at a café or a canteen. The young couple is
met by the special wedding song («jar-jar»), music
accompanies the song. The young couple is show-
ered with sweets and silver coins which symbolize
purity, wealth and fertility.

The important part is introduction of the bride to
the guest («bet ashary»), i.e. showing her face since
the face of the bride is covered by the veil. A sings
a song, enumerating her (bride’s) duties and nam-
ing the guests, she knobs after that the veil thrown
away. It is well-known ritual among the folk of the
Middle Asia and the Moslem part of the Caucasus
[2, c.224].

The modern wedding rituals bear both tradi-
tional features and general neutral Soviet features.
So when questioned ‘In what way would you like
to celebrate your wedding’— some 60,0 up to 8,17%
of Kazakhs and 48,3-66,7% of Russian approved a
modern way of celebrating with some traditional el-
ements.

Together with family, social organization such
as trade-unions, party sections and the public in gen-
eral take part in organizing the wedding ceremonies,
parties, provide them with necessities; food, drinks,
orchestra etc.

But not we standing many positive sides of these
phenomena, many negative problems arise. To illus-
trate it, one can emphasize the growing tendency to
have too magnificent and overcrowded ceremonies,
putting the groom’s family on the verge of ruin.

As authors stresses, both the Southern and
Northern regions face the same problem. Unhealthy
rivalry and excitement keep going up, plans grow
frenzied but nobody cares for the young couple fu-
ture. The traditional obligatory exchange of presents
make the cost reach astronomical proportions, be-
ginning with the dresses and ending with cattle. The
number of kinsfolk reaches 20 men on both sides
and each person must to given its share. If to take
into consideration, that Kazakh families are mostly
large and the other children should marry as well,
we can what a deadly blow it strikes on the family
budget [3, c. 99].

When the Russian ethnocaltural traditions are
being analyzed, it is prominent that their wedding
rites preserved only some fragmentary elements.
This regularity has been emphasized in many inves-
tigations in different regions of the country.

As other ethnical groups, the Russian have main-
tained proposal as the most steady from of marriage.
The groom’s parents and his relatives are to propose
to the girl’s relatives.
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When paying a visit to the girl’s parents, the
groom’s relatives should bring present for the bride;
fabrics dresses, sweets and special ritual bread.
Close relatives on the bride’s side are usually pres-
ent.

The party discuss questions connected with cer-
emony, mutual fees according to the pocket, not
hurting anybody’s interest, while among the West-
ern Kazakhstan Kazakh a substantial part of fees
pays the groom’s side. When the agreement is ar-
ranged, the bread is cut and served with salt. The
same symbol of bread as the basis of wealth, life and
credit can be seen in other ethnical groups.

The proposal, as a rule, takes place when the
bride and groom live in the locality and the families
are well acquainted, otherwise it is more or even ig-
nored wholly. In this case the wedding loses many
traditional elements and the ritual is limited to a
wedding-party.

Together with the proposal, some rituals are
frequent; such as; the ransom for the demonstration
of the dowry, the bar at the gate and the house of
the bride, hiding of the bride, which are aimed at
making fun and are not connected ritual themselves.
In their essence, these element are connected with
‘the transition from matrilocal settlement of wed-
ded couples to patrilocal, when the community or
patriarchate family was stubborn to scoping of its
member to the other community’s .

Some other elements maintain still as the meet-
ing of the groom’s parents with bread-and-salt and
shower of sweets, flowers, coins etc.

The wedding ceremony concludes at the 2™ day
when guests arrive at the groom’s house in the Eu-
ropean part- at the bride’s house. In other words, the
tendency to celebrate ritual at the groom’s house
grows.

To sun it up, modern wedding rites and rituals
can be characterized by weakening of the traditional
elements, lost their religious, magic sense, and the
strengthening of innovations. The national style can
be seen in the Kazakh way of proposal, some types
of rituals ransoms, fees, presents, specific songs, etc.

The most important elements of modern wedding
rites include the so-called civil marriage, that has
become predominant and superseded the religious
ones among the Russian the Ukrainian, the Kazakh
and other groups of population. The marriage is
registered at the registry office, i.e. by the state, and
is accompanied by the set of ceremonies; such as
exchanging of ring, giving certificates, speeches,
visiting the memorable places, photos etc.
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