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UNCONQUERED: PAGES OF THE JOINT FIGHT
OF KAZAKHS AND UKRAINIANS
IN THE EUROPEAN MOVEMENT OF RESISTANCE

Modern hardships of the world community objectively actualize the problem of preserving peace,
which in turn necessitates a deep understanding of how victory was achieved in the World War II. Ka-
zakhs and Ukrainians wrote exciting pages in the annals of great friendship in those years both on the
Soviet-German front and in the European Resistance Movement. In the anti-fascist struggle that took
place on the territory of the occupied European countries during the World War Il, a powerful force of
international solidarity among the peoples was clearly manifested.

The forms of the struggle of the international resistance movement were very diverse: failure to
comply with the enemy’s orders, anti-fascist propaganda, and assistance to the people pursued by the
fascists, intelligence activity in favor of the anti-Hitler coalition, strikes, sabotage, sabotage, mass dem-
onstrations, partisan struggle in temporarily occupied territories, armed uprisings.

The immortal main hero of this war was the close cooperation of peoples. Their joint struggle against
Hitler's Germany has shown its strength and powerful potential, has become one of the main sources
and the determining factor of the victory over the Nazi-Fascist invaders.
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Koram AyHMexxy3iHaeri GenbiTILIAIKTI caKTayAblH MOCEAECiH OObEeKTUBTI TYPAE ©3eKTEHAIpYyAe,
OyA ©3 KeseriHae EKiHWi AYHMEXY3IAIK COFbICbIHAAFbI KEHICTIH OHaM KEeAMEreHAIriH TepeHipek
TyHciHyre waptTaHabipasbl. CoOA Ke3aeri KasakTap MeH YKpPauHAbIKTap KEeHEeC-HeMiC MaMAaHbIHAQ,
COHAQM-aK, eBPOMaAbIK KAPCbIAbIK KO3FaAbICbIHAQ A MBHTIAIK AOCTbIK, LUEXipeciHe TOAFaHAbIPaTbIH
6eTTep KaaAblpraH GoAaTbIH. EKiHLII AYHMEXY3IAIK COFbIChI Ke3iHaeri aHTUdALLMCTIK KypecTe, 6acbin
AAbIHFaH eBPOMaAa XaAblKTapAbIH XaAblKAPAAbIK, bIHTbIMAKTaCTbIFbIHbIH KyaTTbl KYLLi KOPiHA|.

XablkapaAblk, KapcbIAbIK KO3FaAbICbIHAAFbI KYPEC 8p TYPAI (hopMaAa KepiHiC TanTbl: KapCbIAACTbIH,
OYMpbIFbIH  OpblIHAAMay, aHTMMALIMCTIK HacuxaTt, alincTep aHAbIM KYPreH apamaapra Kemek
6iAAipy, MTAEpre Kapcbl KOAAMLMSAHBIH NManAacbiHa 6apAay KbI3METIH OpbIHAAY, epeyiraep, caboTax,
AVBEPCHSAAP, >Kannai KeTepiAicTep MeH AEMOHCTPALMSAAApP, YakbiTia 6acbin aAblHFAH >KEPAEpAEri
napTU3aHAbIK KYPeC, KapyAbl KeTepiAicTep.
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HeﬂOKOpeHHble: CTpaHULUbI COBMEeCTHOM 60pb6bl Ka3axoB U YKpauHLEB
B eBpOHEﬁCKOM ABUXEHUU CONMPOTUBAEHUSA

CoBpemeHHble  UCMbITAaHUS MMPOBOTO  COOOLECTBA OOBEKTMBHO aKTYaAM3MPYIOT MPoGAeMy
COXpaHeHUs MMpa, UYTO B CBOK O4epesb 0OyCAaBAMBAET HEOOXOAMMOCTb TAYOGOKOTO OCMbICAEHUS
TOro, Kak Aocturasacb noteaa Bo BTopoi MMpoBOi BoiHe. BOAHytOliME CTpaHWLbl B AETOMUCH
BEAUKOM APY>KObl BMUCAAM B T€ FOAbl Ka3axu M yKpauHLbl Kak Ha COBETCKO-HeMeLKOM (PpoHTe, Tak
n B eBponenckom Apuxernun ConpotmBaenusi. B aHTudawmcrckoit 6opbbe, pasBepHyBLIECS Ha
TEPPUTOPUIM OKKYMMPOBAHHbBIX €BPOMENCKMX CTPaH B FoAbl BTOpO MMPOBOW BOMHDI, IPKO MPOSIBUAACH
MOTyyasi CMAQ MEXAYHapPOAHOM COAMAAPHOCTM HAapPOAOB.

Dopmbl 60pbObI UHTEPHALMOHAALHOTO ABMXKEHMS CONpOTUBAEHMS ObIAM CaMbiMK PAa3HOOOPA3HbI-
MU: HEBbINOAHEHMEe PaCMops>KeHUI Bpara, aHTUAlLMCTCKas MpornaraHAQ, MOMOLLb MPeCcAeAyeMbIM
dawmcTamm AIOASIM,  PA3BEAAESATEABHOCTb B MOAb3Y AHTUIUMTAEPOBCKOWM KOAAMLMKM, 3abacTOBKM,
caboTaxk, AMBEPCUM, MACCOBbIE BbICTYMAEHWUS M AEMOHCTpaLMu, napTunsaHckast 6opbba Ha BpEMEeHHO
OKKYMUPOBAHHBIX TEPPUTOPUSIX, BOOPY>KEHHbIE BOCCTAHUS.

beccMepTHbIM TAQBHbIM TrepoemM 3TOM BOMHbI CTAAO TeCHOe COTPYAHMUYECTBO HapOAOB. MXx
coBmecTHasi 60pb6a C rMTAEPOBCKOM [epMaHMen nokas3aAa CBOK CUAY M MOLLHBINA MOTEHLMAA, CTaAd
OAHMM M3 FAQBHbIX MICTOUHMKOB U OMPEAEASIOLLMM (pakTOPOM NMoGeAbI HaA, (palMCTCKMMI 3aXBaTUMKaMMU.

KaloueBble caoBa: ApukeHne ConpoTtuBaeHus, EBpona, MpaHums, Kasaxu, YkpauHubl, TecHoe

COTPYAHMYECTBO.

Introduction

Modern hardships of the world community ob-
jectively actualize the problem of preserving peace,
which in turn necessitates a deep understanding
of how victory was achieved in the World War II.
Moreover, the severe travails of the World War 11
have become a vivid testimony of the inviolability of
the community of nations in their struggle for peace,
when the sons and daughters of different peoples of
the USSR fought side by side against the Nazi beast.

The disclosure of «white spots» implies not only
the identification of the names of warriors called to
the front and the missing who were captured, who
died outside the homeland, but also those who, after
the Victory, repatriated to their homeland, and their
subsequent fate. An analytical, comparative search
of documents on the activities of compatriots during
the war, names lists of soldiers, and their places of
burial is very relevant and important, both from a
scientific and a moral point of view.

ISSN 1563-0269; eISSN 2617-8893

Methodology

The research is based on general scientific meth-
ods of study, including the principles of historical
knowledge: history, objectivity, and others. To
achieve the goals, such methods of research of the
historical process as historical-comparative, histor-
ical-biographical, historical- method of historical
reconstruction, archival research method are used.

In addition, the study uses a comparative meth-
od, applies causal and system analysis, through
which we can make a single picture, using informa-
tion from various archival and electronic sources.

The Joint Fight of Kazakhs and Ukrainians
in the European Movement of Resistance

Exciting pages in the annals of great friendship
were written by Kazakhs and Ukrainians in those
years both on the Soviet-German front and in the
European Resistance Movement. At a time when
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the Nazi troops occupied the territory of Ukraine,
Kazakhstani people hospitably welcomed more than
half a million residents evacuated from the Ukrai-
nian SSR. «We were all received and met exception-
ally warmly and well,» wrote Monastyrskaya from
Kyiv in her letter. — On the same day, the commis-
sion met, planned a job for everyone and placed ev-
eryone in the apartments. Everyone was happy. We
were received as brothers and sisters.» 52 evacu-
ated enterprises from Ukraine joined the economy
of Kazakhstan. An invaluable contribution to the
brotherly cooperation of the peoples was made by
Ukrainian scientists, representatives of science and
culture. By their activities, they provided great as-
sistance to industry and agriculture of Kazakhstan
(Kozybayev, 1968).

Shoulder to shoulder with the sons and daugh-
ters of all Soviet peoples, Kazakhstanis fought at
the front, defending and liberating Ukrainian lands.
Thousands of them bravely defended Kyiv, the capi-
tal of Ukraine. In May 1942, in the 28th Army, in
the battles in the Kharkov area, the 38th Infantry Di-
vision, formed in Kazakhstan (Safiullin, 1966).

In these days, the newspaper Pravda wrote «A
group of Kazakh fighters successfully crossed to
the shore previously occupied by the Germans.
Having entered the liberated Ukrainian land, the
Kazakhs dropped their lips to it; they kissed the
ground cleared of the enemy» (Kozybayev, 1968).
This historical fact was in the basis of the article by
the prominent Ukrainian artist A. Dovzhenko «The
Great Commonwealth»: «Many enemies perished.
But a lot of Kazakh young eyes have also closed,
they will never see their vast Kazakh steppes, their
mothers and young Kazakhs, their fast herds, or the
golden eagle in the sky. Kazakh-Batyrs were at rest
in battle. They consecrated friendship, poured blood
and themselves fell asleep on Ukrainian lans. And
forever has remained the undying glory, gratitude
and pride of the gray Kazakh grandfathers and the
inspiration of the best, fastest young men and all
Kazakhs that will live after us for centuries». Many
newspapers wrote about this event. In particular,
the newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda published
an article by T. Korelstein, where it was especially
emphasized: «Hitler hoped for national strife in the
Soviet family. He hoped that after the first strikes
between our peoples there will be enmity. And to-
day, the Kazakhs who participated in the Kharkov
direction responded to Hitler. They answered in si-
lence, but so expressively, that this answer sounded
stronger than any words» (Karelshtejn, T., 1942).

The Ukrainian and Kazakh peoples will forever
remember the heroic feat of the Ukrainian P. Boyak

and his friend Kazakh A. Dosmukhamedov, who,
with grenades in their hands, rushed to enemy tanks
and at the cost of their lives carried out the order.
Thousands of representatives of the Kazakh people
fought for the liberation of Ukraine in various di-
visions of the Soviet Army. Only in the Ukrainian
Front, troops in the summer of 1944 there were
more than 2 thousand Kazakh soldiers who showed
themselves most in battle.

In the partisan detachments of S.A. Kovpak,
AF. Fedorov, A.N. Saburov, M.. Naumov,
S.F. Malikov, A.N. Grebchak, M.I. Shikayev were
about 650 Kazakhs. The Kazakh poet Zhumagali
Sain fought in the partisan detachment in Ukraine.
A Ukrainian peasant from the village of Pshon-
ichny, Rubezhansky district, Lugansk region, Efro-
sinia Mikhailovna Maslova, cured him after a se-
rious injury. In his poems, the Kazakh poet called
Ukraine his second homeland, and the outgoing
Ukrainian peasant woman, his mother. The Kazakh
Azhigali Zhumagaliev became one of the organiz-
ers of the partisan detachment named Chapayev,
the brave partisan commanders Kasim Kaisenov,
Ernazar Seksenbayev, the partisan-machine gunner
D. Baidauletov and many other sons of Kazakhstan
strengthened their friendship by their exploits..

In the anti-fascist struggle that took place on
the territory of the occupied European countries
during the World War II, a powerful force of inter-
national solidarity among the peoples was clearly
manifested. People of different nationalities united
to fight against a common enemy — «for your and
our freedom.» Among the participants in the Resis-
tance movement were representatives of Ukraine
and Kazakhstan. Only in France in the Resistance
movement participated representatives of 57 peo-
ples (Laroche, G., 1965). The forms of the struggle
of the international resistance movement were very
diverse: failure to comply with the enemy’s orders,
anti-fascist propaganda, and assistance to the people
pursued by the fascists, intelligence activity in favor
of the anti-Hitler coalition, strikes, sabotage, sabo-
tage, mass demonstrations, partisan struggle in tem-
porarily occupied territories, armed uprisings.

In the Resistance of France not only the French
took part, sometimes in separate detachments
or localities, they were even a minority. For
example, in the department of Cote-d’Or there was
a detachment «Maxim Gorky», headed by Ivan
Skrypai from Cherkassy. In the poppy detachment
«Colonel Nicolas,» as the fearless Ukrainian was
called «... there were 42 Russians, 90 Spaniards,
5 or 6 Poles, Italians and a few Frenchmen.»
Connected with the central headquarters of FFI
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in Paris was the Frenchwoman Rosa «Annay»
Garnier, the translator — Kharkiv citizen Serge
Chubar, who carried out important missions of
«Colonel Nicolas». The forces of this international
detachment were liberated from the invaders of
Chatillon-sur-Seine (Gérard, S., 2016). About
three thousand German and Spanish antifascists
(anarchists, communists, left-wing republicans,
Basque and Catalan nationalists) who had good
military experience took active part in the armed
resistance to the German troops. So, on August 22,
1944, near the town of La Madeleine, a squad of
32 Spaniards and 4 Frenchmen attacked a German
column retreating from Marseilles through the
Garde region (1,300 soldiers in 60 trucks, with
six tanks and two self-propelled guns). Partisans
blew up the bridge and road, and themselves with
machine guns took positions in the hills near the
road. The battle lasted almost a day — from three
o’clock in the afternoon to noon the next day. 110
Germans were killed, 200 injured, and the rest
surrendered. At the same time, the detachment had
no losses, only three partisans were wounded.

In total in the ranks of the French Resistance
fought about 40 thousand partisans of 17
nationalities. Of these, about 3-4 thousand Soviet
patriots of different nationalities, united in about
50-60 partisan detachments, and a large number of
partisan groups. According to incomplete data, only
in the northern part of France during the landing
of the Allies 32 Soviet partisan detachments were
operating with a total of 1,500 men. In addition,
hundreds of Soviet patriots were part of the French
and mixed detachments, sometimes even led them,
and everywhere they were distinguished by a special
strength of spirit, steadfastness and discipline, high
military skill. In France at that time there were
several tens of thousands of Soviet prisoners and
citizens who had been hijacked by the Nazis for hard
labor (Kosyk V., 2001).

In the camps, near the cities of Carmo and
Albi, prisoners of war did not sit idly by. One of
the participants of the French Resistance, Ahmet
Bektaev, a doctor by education, in his book «Under
the Sky of France», told that in the camp near
Karmo an underground communist organization
was created, led by him and Pyotr Dyachuk
(underground Stepan Martynyuk) — an immigrant
from Ukraine, who worked in local mines. Members
of the organization established links with the French
partisans (makizars). P. Dyachuk and A. Bektaev
developed various escape schemes for legionaries
who wanted to desert. They managed to send 97
people to the guerrillas, including the Kazakhs,
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Uzbeks, Kirghiz, Turkmen (Beregovenko, T.M.,
1972).

In maki sqads Ukrainian P. Dyachuk served
as a liaison and scout under the command of the
Frenchman Maurice Thorez. The guerrillas operated
in the area of Albi — Carmo — Toulouse — Marseille.
Gradually the division of Maurice Thorez turned
into an international battalion, the basis of which
was the Ukrainian-Polish detachment, created in
1943 by emigrant miners. The commander of the
detachment was Ivan Popyk from Transcarpathia.
After his death in battle with the punitive forces near
Zhukievill, the commander became Lvovite Nikolai
Ankutovich. The unit participated in the liberation
of the cities of Carmo, Albi, Castaro, Toulouse and
other settlements. Partisans captured up to 7 thousand
fascist soldiers and officers. Since February 1944,
P. Dyachuk headed the detachment, which included
former prisoners of war of different nationalities:
Byelorussians, Poles, Kazakhs, Russians.

July 1944 from the camp of Albi, a mass escape
of former prisoners of war was made, of which a
separate battalion was formed. After the partisans
liberated the camps of Debernet and Castres, their
prisoners joined the battalion of the Makizarov. The
First Soviet Partisan Regiment was formed, whose
commander was Lieutenant Otari Ishchneli, chief
of staff — Kazakh Ali Moldagaliyev, commissioner
— Serb Ivich, and senior physician — Ahmet
Bektaev. The regiment fought around 300 Kazakhs:

Bisengaliev, Zhumashev, Kunaev, Katshikov,
Karenov,  Karazhumin,  Uteshev, Yedisov,
Amangaliev, Balykov, Ilyasov, Nugmanov,

Martynenko, Hangereev, Seksenbayev, Khusainov
and others (Aubakirov, E., 2017; Prokop’ev, A.,
1965). One of the detachments, and soon the
battalion was commanded by the junior lieutenant
from Atyrau, Kadem Zhumaniyazov. Teacher in
the specialty, in the guerrilla regiment, he became
a talented commander, liberated the cities of Albi,
Toulouse, Saint-Giron, Carcassonne and others.
In his diary he wrote: «On December 12, 1944,
in the city of Toulouse (Southern France) was
our First Soviet Partisan Regiment, which in the
majority consisted of Kazakhs and Georgians.
We were all refugees from the POW camp, then
became partisans and fought against the Germans.
I commanded a guerrilla detachment of submachine
gunners consisting of 90 people from the Spaniards,
French, Poles, Russians and Kazakhs. We liberated
many towns and villages in Southern France «
(Zhantykin, M., 1965).

The first Soviet partisan regiment became
famous in many battles. He liberated the cities of
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Carmo, St. Antoine, Albi, Toulouse and Marseille.
The great victory was met by the soldiers in Paris.
On May 1, 1945, the French government awarded
the First Soviet Partisan Regiment a Combat Flag
and the Order of the Military Cross with the Silver
Star. In addition, the regiment was awarded three
Red Banner from the city organizations of Marcel,
Lyon and Nima. 665 soldiers were awarded French
orders and medals.

The authors found correspondence, memories,
documents about the creation of the First Soviet
Partisan Regiment, in which the Kazakhs fought
side by side with Georgians, Ukrainians, Russians
and representatives of other peoples in Archives in
France, Russia, Kazakhstan.

In August 1945, the regiment was withdrawn
from France and disbanded. In October 1945,
part of the fighters seized the guerrilla certificates
and French awards. By the autumn of 1945, the
return of prisoners of war to their homeland began.
Representatives of repatriation arrived in Europe.
Throughout Europe, the American «Studebaker»
returned home warriors of international units.
They swore allegiance to the memory of the
fallen prisoners of the Nazi concentration camps,
photographed, exchanged addresses. Most of
the Kazakhs from former POWSs and legionaries
returned to their homeland. In total, 26 thousand
Kazakhs were repatriated from European countries.
They passed through the filtration camps and
returned home. However, a few months later many
of them were arrested again. They were accused
of collaborating with the Germans and working
for foreign intelligence. For example, Zunum
Zhamankulov was accused of cooperating with
the Americans. And Mukanov, who was one of the
active participants in the Resistance, was thrown into
the camps for 10 years (Naubet’yarov, A., 1995).

In 1947 the family of P. Dyachuk, believing
Soviet propaganda in France, — moves to the
Motherland, in the village Vodniki Pustomytovskiy
district of the Lviv region. They returned in freight
cars under a Soviet convoy, because they could
escape on the way. Upon his return, he immediately
began searching for his fighting friends — former
Soviet prisoners of war, to whom he helped escape
from Nazi bondage and move on to the partisans.
Envelopes contained photographs of these people,
donated to P. Dyachuk before his departure to his
homeland. And so began the search. In different
parts of the USSR requests were sent. After a while
Peter Dyachuk received the first answers. The letters
came from Jambul (now Taraz), Frunze (Bishkek),
Tashkent and other cities. Correspondence began to

hang between them. Friends did not forget Comrade
Pierrot, as he was called in France, and for life they
kept in their hearts their gratitude to a colleague
from Ukraine. They write about it in letters.

«l am very glad and touched to the depths of my
soul that I heard from someone close and dear to
me. Finally, one of the fighting friends was found.
I remember you well, Pierrot, and to the death I
will be grateful to you for saving my life. I work in
Tashkent. I have four children ... «, Gavriil Koenov
wrote (Beregovenko, T.M., 1965).

It was especially gratifying to learn about the
Ukrainian patriot and about the fact that another
of his sister-in-arms, Ahmet Bektaev, resides in
Kazakhstan. He often wrote in with. The Vodnik.
Then A. Bektaev worked in Shymkent as the
head of the therapeutic department of the regional
hospital. In the 1960s. he twice came to visit Pyotr
Grigoryevich Dyachuk. At the table the whole
family, children, grandchildren gathered. Late at
night. There was something to talk about, something
to remember. All was remembered. Nothing is
forgotten. And most of all they remember the battle
near Zhukovil on August 6, 1944, when, in response
to the active actions of the poppy, the Nazis were
sent to the village where the partisans and punitive
detachments were located.

The forces of the Hitlerites are much superior to
the forces of the partisans. An unequal battle ensued,
which lasted more than twenty hours. The guerrillas
fired back to the last bullet, held on, waited for help.

The Nazis burned almost the entire village, but
they had to retreat with losses. Many comrades
fell in this battle. The battle of Zhukievil is forever
inscribed in the history of the French Resistance.
Then the commander of the partisan detachment,
Maurice Thorez, also died. Pyotr Dyachuk and
Ahmet Bektaev always remembered about him with
particular warmth (Klimchuk, 2016).

It should also be noted that the Kazakh Seilkhan
(Alexander) Gabdullin from the Atyrau region
fought in the international partisan brigade «For
the Motherland», which operated in Belgium, in the
province of Limburg. (State Archive of the Russian
Federation, F. 9526. S. 1. F. 47. Pp. 39-40; 60-62)
The Nazis called it «black squad.» The brigade was
formed from the number of former Soviet prisoners
of war, who fled at various times from German
concentration camps (State Archive of The Russian
Federation, F. 9526. S. 1. F. 156. Pp. 85-86) head-
ed then by partisans 1. Dyadkin and K. Shukshin.
Along with Seilkhan Gabdullin, about a hundred
Ukrainians fought in this brigade, in particular
Vasiliy Kucherenko from Cherkassy was the deputy
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commander and the head of reconnaissance of the
brigade, and the commander of the 1st detachment
of the brigade was the Kievite Efim Nikitenko.
Together, they mercilessly took revenge on the
enemy for all their suffering — their own and their
people. Under the escarpment, enemy echelons flew
with the Nazis, equipment and ammunition heading
east. The German cars were flashing, motorcyclists
were flying into the air. The meters of the railroad
tracks went out of order, albeit temporarily, but the
movement ofthe trains stopped. Fromreconnaissance
they returned with enemy «tongues». Once, after a
night out to the rear of the enemy, Salikhan himself
delivered six German prisoners to the detachment.
With the arrival of the Allied forces, the brigade
«For the Motherland» joined their ranks and, as
part of the tank brigade of the Eisenhower troops,
liberated Belgium.

Soon the brigade was relocated to France, where
members of the French Resistance movement joined
them. They were stationed in a sanatorium, not far
from Lagrange. In mid-October 1944, they were
disarmed and given money for participating in the
partisan Resistance movement. Particularly good
relations in the brigade «For the Motherland» in

Seilkhan Gabdullin were formed with the Ukrainian
kid Nikolai Turantsev from Kagarlyk of the Kiev
region (The Archive of the Kagarlyk District His-
torical and Local Lore Museum of the Kyiv Re-
gion. F. 20771). Before the repatriation in the city
of Marseilles, they were together in the US troops,
where since January 1945 the brigade guarded about
300 thousand German prisoners of war in France.
In his memoirs, N. Turantsev wrote very warmly
about «his brother in arms.» In the archives of the
Ukrainian, the general photos taken at Marcel’s
photo studio have been preserved.

Conclusion

All this testifies to the strengthening of the
commonwealth and the bonds of great friendship
of the Kazakh and Ukrainian peoples on different
fronts and in the rear during the World War II.
The immortal main hero of this war was the close
cooperation of peoples. Their joint struggle against
Hitler’s Germany has shown its strength and
powerful potential, has become one of the main
sources and the determining factor of the victory
over the Nazi-Fascist invaders.
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