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THE ANCIENT OF CENTRAL ASIA AND SCIENTIFIC HERITAGE
OF THE HISTORIAN LV. PYANKOV

This article is devoted to the complex research of the scientific heritage of historian .V. Pyankov,
which belongs to a plied of scientists engaged in the study of the ancient history of Central Asia.His main
field of scientific research is the information of ancient (Greek, Latin) authors about the countries and
peoples of Central Asia.Scientist distinguish and describe the characteristics of ancient sources, analyzes
the information and reveals various problems. Based on the analysis of ancient sources, as well as the
attraction of other alternative information (archaeology, ethnology, geography, etc.), scientist establish
that Central Asia is part of the world civilization.Therefore, the purpose of this article is to analyze the
study of the conceptual views of the scientist, which were reflected in numerous works of the historian.
Every fundamental work of I.V. Pyankov is a significant contribution to the study of the ancient History of
Central Asia and at one time gave impetus to the development of the study of ancient historical tradition.

Many publications of the scientist have an important historical and practical significance in the study
of topical issues and the ancient Kazakhstan. In this connection it is necessary to systematize some I.V.
Pyankov’s views. The article brings also some results of the study of antique sources.
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KeHe OpTtanbik A3uns »xaHe Tapuxiubl U.B. INbSHKOBTbIH, FBIABLIMM Mypachbl

Makana OpTaablk, A3USIHbIH, €XEeAri TapuXblH 3epTTeyMeH LUYFbIAAQHFAH FaAbIMAAP KaTapblHa
>katatbiH Tapuxwbl M.B. TbSHKOBTbIH FbIABIMM MypacblH KelleHAI TYPAE 3epAeAeyre apHaAFaH.
OHbIH, FbIAbIMW 3ePTTEyAEepiHiH, Heri3ri caaacbl aHTMKAAbIK, (FPeK, AaTblH) 3aMaHAAFbl aBTOPAAPAbIH,
OpTanblk, A31st EeAAEPi MEH XaAbIKTapbl KalMAbl MaFAyMaTTapbl 60AbIN TabblAaAbl. FaAbiM eHbekTepiHAe
AHTMKAABIK, AEPEKTEMEAEPAIH EPEKLLEAIKTEPIH BOAIN KOPCETKEH XXOHE cumnaTTan 6epreH, MoOAIMETTEpAI
TaAAQr, TYPAI MBCeAeAepAi alikbiHAaFaH 60AATbIH. AHTUKAADIK, AEPEKKO3AEPIH TarAay >koHe Ae 6acka
MOAIMETTEPAI (apxeoAorus, 3THOAOMMs, reorpacms, T.6.) FbiAbIMM aliHaAbIMFA TapTy 6GapbiCbiHAQ
raabiM OpTanblk, A31s 9AEM BPKEHUETIHIH Kypamaac 6Geairi ekeHAiriH HakTbiraraH. Coa cebenTi ae
6YA MaKaAa MaKcaTbl TapUXLLIbIHbIH KOnTereH eHO6eKTepiHAE KOPiHIC TankaH FaAbIMHbIH, KOHLIENTYaAAbI
Ke3KapacTapbiH Taaaay GOAbIN TabblAaabl. M.B. TMbaHKoBTbIH 8p6ip ipreai enberi keHe OpTabik A3us
TapUXbIH 3epTTeyre KOCKaH KOMaKTbl YAEC CaHaAQAbl )KOHe 63 yakKbITbIHAQ AHTUKAABIK, TAPUXU ABCTYPAI
3epAeAeyAi AambiTyFa cepriH 6epai. FaabiMHbIH KenTereH eHbekTepi keHe KasakCTaHHbIH AQ ©3eKTi
cayaaAapbiH Tapyxm >KaHE TaXXipUOEAiK TYPFblAQH 3epTTEYAE MaHbI3bl 30p. OcbiFaH 6arAaHbICTbl M.B.
[MbSHKOBTbIH, KEMBIp KO3KapacTapblH >KYMeAey KaxkKeTTIAir TyblHAAM OTbIp. Makaaa CoHbIMeH KaTap
AQHTUKAABIK, AEPEKTEMEAEPAT 3EPAEAEYAIH Keinbip KbIPAAPbIH Ad KOPbITBIHABIAQMADI.
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ApeBHocTb LleHTpaAbHOM A3um M Hay4Hoe Hacaeamne uctopmka U.B. lNbsaHkoBa

CraTbsl NOCBALLEHA KOMMNAEKCHOMY MCCAEAOBAHMIO HAyUYHOro Hacaeams nctopmka M.B. MNbgaHkoBa,
KOTOPbIM OTHOCUTHCSI K MAESIAE YUYEHbIX 3aHMMABLLMXCS M3yYeHMeM ApeBHer nctopumn LleHTpaAbHOM
A3un. Ero oCHOBHOM O6AACTbIO HayUHbIX MCCAEAOBAHMIA SABASIETCS CBEAEHMS aHTUUHBIX (Fpeyeckmx,
AQTMHCKMX) aBTOPOB O CTPaHax M Hapoaax LleHTpaAbHOM A3MK. YUeHbIM BbIAEASIIOTCS M ONMUCHIBAIOTCS
XapakTepHble OCOOEHHOCTM aHTMUHbBIX MCTOYHMKOB, AHAAMBMPYETCS CBEAEHMS M PackpblBalOTCs
pasAmuHble MpobAembl. Ha 0CHOBaHMM aHaAM3a aHTUYHbBIX MCTOUYHMKOB, @ Tak>Ke MPUBAEUYEHUS APYTMX
AATEPHATMBHbIX CBEAEHMIA (QPXEOAOTMU, STHOAOTMK, reorpaddun, 1 T.A.) YYeHbIM YCTAaHABAMBAETCS, UTO
LleHTpaAbHast A3usi IBASIETCS YaCTbio MMPOBOM LMBUAM3ALLMU. [TOSTOMY LIEAbIO AQHHOM CTaTbM IBASETCS
aHaAM3 M3yYeHMs KOHLENTYaAbHbIX B3rASAOB YHEHOr0, KOTOPble ObIAM OTPaXKeHbl BO MHOTOYMCAEHHbIX
TpyAax ncropumka. Kaxabii dpyHAameHTaAbHbIN Tpya M.B. TbgHKOBa SBASETCS BECOMbIM BKAQAOM B
n3yyeHne apeBHern nctopumn LleHTpaabHOM A3um 1 B CBOe Bpemsl AAA TOAUYOK HA PasBUTME U3YyUeHUs!
QHTUYHOM MCTOPUYECKON TpaaMumm. MHormne ny6GAMKaumMii YYEHOrO MMEIOT BaXKHOE MCTOPUYECKoe U
NMpakTMYeckoe 3HayeHWe Mpu M3yUYeHWW aKTyaAbHbIX BOMPOCOB M ApeBHoro KasaxcraHa. B cBg3u ¢
3TUM HEOOXOAMMO CMCTEMATM3MPOBATb HEKOTOPbIE B3rAsiAbl M.B. MbsaHkosa. CTaTbs MOABOAMT Tak>Ke
HEKOTOpble UTOMM M3yUeHUS aHTUUHbBIX MCTOYHMKOB.

KaroueBble caoBa: Mropb BacnabeBuny MNbgaHkoB, LleHTpaAbHasg A3ug, ABecta, 30poacTp, Maccerer,

Aax, YCYHb, KaHr.

Introduction

Igor Vasilyevich Pyankov was born on January
30, 1936 in Yekaterinburg. In 1958, he graduated
from the Faculty of History and Philology in the
Ural State University named after A. M. Gorky. In
1963, the graduate school of this university. From
1963 to 1994 worked as a research fellow of the
Institute of History, Archaeology and Ethnography
of the Tajikistan ScienceAcademy. Since 1994, he
has been working as a professor of the Department
of General History of Novgorod State University
named after Yaroslav Mudrui.

In 1966, he owned his candidate thesis on the
theme “Oriental satrapy powers Achaemenid in
Ktesija compositions”. His doctoral dissertation-
”Central Asia in the ancient geographical tradition
(source analysis)”, was protected in 1984 for many
years worked in the Institute of History, Archaeolo-
gy and Ethnography of the A. Donoshin’s Tajikistan
Science Academy. Here for several years he was the
head of the Department of Ancient History (Herald
of Ancient History, 1996: 204).

Being engaged in translations of works of an-
cient authors, 1.V. Pyankov widely acquainted the
scientist world with source base of antiquity. By
right, it can be called both the historian and the ge-
ographer, as the contribution of the scientist in the
study of ancient history and geography of Central
Asia is especially important. He published about 90
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scientific works, also written a number of mono-
graphs devoted to the history and historiography
of Central Asia of ancient times. It is enough to re-
call the author’s fundamental studies, which are the
quintet of long-term works, such as:” Central Asia
in the news of the ancient historian Ktesia (text,
translation, note) “(Dushanbe, 1975);” Bactria in the
ancient tradition “(Dushanbe, 1982);” Central Asia
in the ancient graphic tradition: source analysis “
(Moscow, 1997), etc. (Baigunakov, 2009: 26).

Research of the scientist covers almost all prob-
lems of the ancient period of Central Asia, which
became the subject of his scientific researches:
life and creativity of ancient authors, geographical
names of objects, geographical tradition, orogidro-
graphic schemes, military and social system of an-
cient tribes, Zoroastrianism, beliefs and burial rites
of some peoples, social system of farmers, ancient
state education, ancient cities and topography of set-
tlements, migration paths, ethnogenesis, language
situation and more.

Of course, one article we will not be able to fully
disclose all the conceptual views of the scientist this
or that problem, so let’s focus only on some of them.

Some problems of the history of tribes and
peoples

[.V.Pyankov always paid special attention to the
problems connected with Massagets. According to
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some experts, Massagetae the Union emerged in the
late seventh century BC on the territory of the Cas-
pian-Aral area. The scientist managed to systemati-
cally analyze Herodotus’ reports about Massagets.
I. V. Pyankov indicates that the question of local-
ization Herodotus’ Massagets closely associated
with the identification of Herodotus’ Arax (Araks)
because, “father of history” had not only one, but
three Arax es. The first of them — a large river with
Islands (abounds in fish). To the East of it live the
Massagetae, at the time, forcing the Scythians.
About the second Arax in the text of Herodotus only
implies that this river is located on the border and it
is through it the Persians, having built a bridge from
the ships, attacked the possessions of Massagetae.

Third: originates in the land of the Mathien and
is divided into many sleeves, one of which flows
into the Caspian sea, and the rest — in the swamps.
[.V. Pyankov comparing the information of other
authors comes to the conclusion: the first Arax is
the Volga, the second is the Amu Darya, the third is
the modern Arax. Herodotus Massagets, according
to I.V. Pyankov lived at first, in the East of the Araks
(Volga), and partly, perhaps, directly at this river:
secondly, in the East of the Caspian sea, occupy-
ing the “vast plain”, where they were separated from
the possessions of the Persians (apparently, from the
Hirkan) by another Arax (Atrek) (Pyankov, 1975:
66).

First of all, I.V. Pyankov drew attention to the
question of the route of the campaign of Cyrus Il
to Massagetae, rightly noting that this problem is
not firmly established, as it requires localization
of events. Ancient sources dimly reflect the route
of the campaign of Cyrus II, in particular, indi-
cated a large river through which Persians crossed.
Some researchers call this river Amu Darya (Her-
man, Struve, etc.), others-the Syr Darya. I.V. Py-
ankov adhered to the opinion of researchers of the
first group. In due time V.V. Struve on the basis of
sources of the ancient period has placed Massagetae
on the right side of the Amu Darya, in the east of
the Aral Sea and what is interesting, put there Daes,
Caspians, Saks for beyond Sogda, Saks over the Sea
(Struve, 1946: 239-244).

According to V.V. Struve, all this is the name
of the same people. Of course, [.V. Pyankov did not
support the point of view of this scientist, saying:
“it is impossible to put the sign of equality between
them” (Pyankov, 1964: 122). It should be taken into
account that the name of the dominant tribe or ge-
nus in most cases became the common name of all
the tribes included in the tribal Union, and neigh-
boring Nations, it was perceived as the name of the

whole ethnic group. With the change of the ruling
tribe and changed the name. There are many such
cases in historiography. Although many ancient
authors placed the Massagetae in the desert plains
East of the Caspian Sea all the way to Bactria and
Sogdian, some (Megaspin, Eratosthenes, etc.) con-
sidered them as a neighbor of the Indians. Referring
to these sources, V. V. Tarn called them at the time
a nomadic tribe involved in the defeat of the Greek-
Bactrian Kingdom. However, 1.V. Pyankov seemed
explanation of this researcher complex and artificial,
as the above-mentioned author did not rely on any
source. He himself denied this information, analyz-
ing and comparing other ancient sources, thereby
proving that between the Indus and Cafemom in
ancient times lived assakanes (aspakens, hypasians,
aspasians) with a capital of Massage, not the Mas-
sagetae (Pyankov, 1977: 56).

A special place in the scientific heritage of the
scientist is occupied by his work in the field of
movement of the steppe population and its inter-
action with the population of the oases of Central
Asia. According to 1.V. Pyankov, there are three
main ways of travel and two-phase relations in the
1T century BC — I century AD the nomads and the
settled population.He called the movement of tribes
and peoples from Zhestisu to Kang (the right Bank
of the Middle Syr Darya) “the middle way”: 1) the
Movement of Dakhs and Aorses: the first of them
pass the Syr Darya, invade the oases and settle from
the Atrek valley to the Caspian Sea (the 1st half
of the III century BC). Aorses with the III century
BC appear in the Northern Caspian Sea, then along
with Roxalanne from the II century BC in the sea of
Azov. The former population, Massagets and Sau-
romats, was superseded by the Dakhs and Aorsami.
2) Usuns from Zhetisu replaced Saks and Saki-Sa-
karauki appear near to Syrdarya (middle of the 2nd
century BC), then spread to the northern borders of
the Arshakid state (second half of the 2nd centuries
BC). 3) The Usuns migrate from Zhetisu to Kang
(the turn of the AD) and Alans appear in the North-
ern Caspian and Azov Sea regions (mid-1st century
AD).

Zhetisu was occupied by the Huns (1st century
A.D.) and around the same time Alans occupy the
territory of Aors. The next “southern route” came
from the Central Asian Mesopotamia through Fer-
gana and Altai. In VI-III centuries BC Saki of Ami-
urgi occupied Fergana, Vakhsha, Surkhob, East-
ern Pamir, western part of East Turkestan. From
the regions to the East Khotan in the land of Saks
in the middle of the second century BC tribes and
Peoples under the name Asiev (career) and Tokhars
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(Juechzhi) moved. They have been living in Bac-
tria south of the Amu Darya since the Ist century
BC. The Kingdom of the Kushan was founded. The
northern route was directly linked to the territory of
northern Kazakhstan: Dinliny-tele settled west of
Usuns (Pyankov, 1979:42-43). It raises many issues
related to as, historical geography, political history
and many other historical disciplines refers to the
history of Central Asia during the early Iron Age.
The author has tried even some archaeological cul-
ture to associate with a certain ancient ethnos. How-
ever, it has some inaccuracies, for example archae-
ologists (Bernshtam, Kozhomberdiev, etc.) Kenkol
Culture consider as a Hun, instead of Usun as points
to it I.V. Pyankov. Nevertheless, .V. Pyankov, be-
ing freed from pseudohistorical images, was one of
the first to try to reconstruct the ancient migration
processes on the territory of Central Asia.

Problems of religious beliefs

The name and deeds of the legendary prophet
Zoroaster (Zarathustra, Zoroaster) have always
been the focus of attention of many specialists for
several centuries. It is not surprising that special-
ists find themselves in difficulty, as the life of the
Zoroaster is covered by the gloom of the unknown.
Some doubt the real existence of the Prophet, oth-
ers believe that he fell into his mouth in disgrace
and was deliberately forgotten. About it there is no
reliable information, there are only legends, as well
as the time of its existence in different sources var-
ies from VI to XIII centuries BC, some even drawn
out this date. Therefore, the problems of place, time
and social content of Zoroastra’s activity in the
world historiography are still completely unsolved.
In his article “Zoroaster in the History of Central
Asia: the problem of place and time” 1.V. Pyankov
acknowledging the historicity of the Prophet sought
answers to questions such as “What is behind the”
legend “of the Zoroasters, which was a mysterious
figure of the Prophet in the real historical reality, or
more precisely, where and when the prophet lived,
in what historical environment acted? “. 1.V. Py-
ankov believes that the tradition of containing in-
formation about Zoroastre from the very beginning
developed in two directions, the first-theological,
the second-the heroic and ancient Zoroastrian tradi-
tion considered the birthplace of the Prophet Sogd.
The scientist also analyzed a lot of sources and hav-
ing conducted a historiographical review on various
problems of “Zoroastrianism”, after E. West, A.V.
Jackson and some other scientists, agreed with such
Dating “(years BC): 660 — the birth of Zoroaster,
630 — Revelation, 618 — the appeal of Kavi Vistaspa,
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583 — the death of Zoroaster” (Pyankov, 1996: 17).
Thus, the time of the prophet’s life he defined in the
pre-Achaemenid period, i.e. VII-VI centuries BC.

The funeral rite of the ancient population of
Central Asia is one of the issues that was fruitfully
engaged 1.V. Pyankov. It is known that the funeral
rites were traditional ideas about the afterlife. In his
article “on the funeral rite of the Bactrians” .V. Py-
ankov conducted a detailed source analysis on the
reports of ancient authors, which stated that the an-
cient Bactrians and other peoples of their dead, even
living old people were thrown to be eaten by dogs,
i.e. “exposed”, as it was considered such death of
the most blessed.Looking for answers to questions
which the author of the above ritual is first described
and compared with Zoroastrism tradition and a rite
according to 1.V. Pyankov originated from indig-
enous tribes who lived “East of Bactria, in mountain
areas from Gundukush and the Pamirs to Kashmir,
which ignorance, and after them the Greeks” called
“Caspians” (Pyankov, 2005: 363). The sources re-
ported dogs Caspian Sea with military honors were
buried in graves. It should be noted that the cases of
dog burial are known in the Eneolithic Botay cul-
ture of Northern Kazakhstan, as well as Usun monu-
ments of Kyrgyzstan and other regions of Central
Asia (Zaibert, 2009: 87-108). Therefore, it seems to
us that the proposed hypothesis of the scientist is
premature.

Conclusion

In conclusion, wewould like to say, Igor Vasily-
evich Pyankov at the time when he lived in Central
Asia, following the best traditions of antiquity, fruit-
fully engaged in scientific activities, and continued
his scientific research concerning the Central Asian
history of the early Iron Age, and in Russia. He is
the author of the topics in the fundamental textbooks
that distinguish the sharpness, clarity and, conceptu-
ality. He made a great contribution to the translation
of the most important ancient sources. His brilliant
knowledge of ancient texts and broad scientific eru-
dition enabled him to propose and brilliantly sub-
stantiate a number of ostrum and elegant hypoth-
eses, covering socio-economic and political issues,
history and culture of Central Asia in a new way.
Of course, all of them cannot be affected in one ar-
ticle. In addition, in each of his work, the author puts
forward several new scientific hypotheses, thereby
attracting a wide range of sources. We have limited
ourselves to only a small, showing some conceptual
views of the scientist on a particular issue, having
a brief excursion on the scientific heritage of 1.V.
Pyankov, as noted above.

Journal of history. Ne2 (89). 2018 99



The ancient of Central Asia and scientific heritage of the historian I.V. Pyankov

References

Baigunakov D.S. (2009). Nekotoryye problem drevney istorii Tsentral’noy Azii v trudakh 1.V. P’yankova [Some problems of
the ancient history of Central Asia in the works of I.V. Piankov]. IstoriyaTurana [History of Turan]. Vol.IV-VL

Zaibert V. (2009). Botayskaya kul’tura [Botay culture]. Almaty: Kazakparat.

K 60-letiyu Igorya Vasil’yevicha P’yankova [To the 60th birthday of Igor Vasilyevich Pyankov].(1996).Vestnik drevney istorii
[Herald of Ancient History]. Nel.

Pyankov V. (1964). K voprosu o marshrute pokhoda Kira II na massagetov [On the question of the route of the campaign of
Cyrus II on the Massaget]. Vestnik drevney istorii [Herald of Ancient History].Ne3.

Pyankov I.V. (1975). Massagety Herodota [Massagets of Herodotus]. Vestnik drevney istorii [Herald of Ancient History].Ne2.

Pyankov LV. (1977). Massagety, sosedi indiytsev [Massagets, neighbors of Indians]. Srednyaya Aziya v drevnosti i
srednevekov’ye (istoriyai kul’tura) [Central Asia in antiquity and the Middle Ages (history and culture)]. Moskva: Nauka

Pyankov LV. (1979). Dvizheniye stepnogo naseleniya i vzaimodeystviye yego s naseleniyem oazisisov Sredney Azii v IIf v. do
n.e. — I v. n.e. [The movement of the steppe population and its interaction with the population of the oases of Central Asia in the 11
century BC. — I century AD.]. Vsesoyuznoye nauchnoye soveshchaniye «Antichnaya kul’tura Sredney Azii i Kazakhstanay (tezisy
dokladov) [All-Union Scientific Conference “Ancient Culture of Central Asia and Kazakhstan™ (abstracts)]. Tashkent.

Pyankov 1.V.(1996). Zoroastr v istorii SredneyAzii: problema mesta i vremeni [Zoroaster in the history of Central Asia: the
problem of place and time]. Vestnik drevney istorii [Herald of Ancient History]. Ne3.

Pyankov I.V. (2005). O pogrebal’nom obryade baktriytsev [On the burial ritual of the Bactrians]. Tsentral’naya Aziya ot Akhe-
menidov do Timuridov: arkheologiya, istoriya, etnologiya, kul’tura [Central Asia from the Achaemenids to the Timurids: archeol-
ogy, history, ethnology, culture]. St. Petersburg.

Struve V.V. (1946). Pokhod Dariya I na sakov-massagetov [The campaign of Darius I to the Sakayev-massagetov]. IAF, SIF.
Ne3.

Jluteparypa

Baiirynaxos JI.C. (2009). Hexoropsie npobnems! apeBHeii ncropuun LlenrpansHoit Azuu B Tpynax W.B.IIesHkoBa // Vctopus
Typana. Y.IY-YI.

3aiitbept B. (2009). Boraiickas kynbTypa. Anmatel: Kazaknapar.

K 60-netuto Urops BacunseBuua [1bsiHkoBa (1996). BectHuk apesneit uctopuu. Nel.

[IesaukoB U.B. (1964). K Bonpocy o mapmpyte noxona Kupa Il Ha maccareros. BectHuk npeBuei ncropun. Ne3.

[IesauxoB U.B. (1975). Maccarets! 'eponora. Bectauk apeBneit uctopun. Ne2.

[IesaKoB U.B. (1977). Maccaretsl, cocenu nnauiines. Cpequss A3us B IPEBHOCTH U CPEAHEBEKOBbE (MCTOPHS U KYJIbTYypa).
Mocksa: Hayka.

[IesaxoB W.B. (1979) [IBwkeHne CTEMHOro HaceleHUs M B3aMMOJCHCTBHE €ro ¢ HaceneHueM oazucoB Cpemneir Asum B 111
B. 10 H.3. — | B. H.3. Beecoro3Hoe HayuHOe coBelanue «AHTHYHas KynbTypa Cpenneit Asun u Kazaxctana» (Te3HUChI JOKJIAT0B).
TamxenT: 1979.

[IesaukoB U.B. (1996). 3opoactp B ucropuu Cpenneid Asuu: npobiema Mecta 1 BpeMeHU. BecTHuk apeBHel nctopun. Ne3.

[IesaKoB U.B. (2005). O norpebdansHOM 00psiae OakTpuiines. LlenTpansHas A3us 0T AXeMeHHI0B 10 TUMYpPHIOB: apXeoJoTus,
HCTOpUS, 3THONOTHS, KyIbTypa. CankT-IleTepOypr.

Crpyse B.B. (1946). IToxon [dapus | Ha cakoB-maccaretoB. MAD, CU®. Ne3.

100 Xabapuisl. Tapux cepuscel. Ne2 (89). 2018



