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DAILY LIFE OF JAPANESE PRISONERS OF WAR
IN KAZAKHSTAN USING THE EXAMPLE OF SPASSK CAMP +

The article examines the life of Ahiko Tetsuro, a soldier of the Imperial Japanese Army, arrested in
Kazakhstan as a result of World War Il and remaining in Kazakhstan after his release, the conditions of
his arrest, the nature of life in Kazakhstan. The camp is considered from the inside, from the point of
view of Ahiko Tetsuro. In addition, the memoirs and interviews of Ahiko Tetsuro are a valuable source of
information about the internment conditions in the Spassky camp, the fates of other Japanese, daily life
in the camp, the level of equipment. Highlighting the life and experiences of Ahiko Tetsuro, the quality
of life of prisoners accepted for free work in the Spassky camp, the daily routine in the camp, provision of
necessary things, the amount of food, the nature of forced labor, and other aspects of camp life emerged
anew. Not only about the situation in the Spassky camp, but also about the return of prisoners of war,
especially Japanese, the consequences of the arrest, how Ahiko Tetsuro was captured and how his life
continued after his release. Information about the historical period under consideration was obtained
from the memoirs of Ahiko Tetsuro using methods of everyday research and historical hermeneutics.

Key words: Ahiko Tetsuro, World War 11, Japanese prisoners of war, prisoners of war, prisoner of war
camps, GULAG, Karlag, forced labor.
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KasakcTaHAafFbl XXarnoOHADBIK, COFbIC TYTKbIHAAPbIHbIH, KYHACAIKTI emipi
Cnacck Aarepi MbiCaAbiHAQ

Makanapa EkiHWIi AyHMEXY3iAIK coFbic HaTMXKeciHAe KasakcTaH kepiHAe TYTKbIHAAAFAH JKaHe
TYTKbIHHAH 6ocaTbiAFaHHaH KeniHri KasakcraHaa KaAraH >KanoHus MMNepaTopAblK, 8CKepiHiH capOasbl
Axmko TaLypOHbIH KapAartarbl emipi, TYTKbIHAQAY >XKaFAaibl, AarepbAeri eMipAiH cunatbl iWTeH
Ke3Kapac apKblAbl KapacTbipblAaabl. COHbIMEH KaTap, AXMKO TaLypo ecTeAikTepi, cyx6aTTapbl apKblAbl
Cnacck AarepiHAeri TyTKbIHAQAY >KaFAaibl, 6acka >KarnoHAbIKTAp TaFAblpbl, AarepbAeri KyHAEAIKTi
OMIp, XXabAbIKTaAy AeiHreniHe KaTbICTbl KYHAbI AEPEKKO3 eKeHi alkpblH. AXMKO Talypo emipiH, 6actaH
KelKeHiH caparay apkblabl Crnacck AarepiHaeri TeriH eHbek Kylli peTiHAe KabblAaaHFaH TYTKbIHAAD
eMIpiHiH canacbl, AarepbAeri KyH TopTibi, TYTKbIHAAPAbBIH KQXKeTTi 3aTTapMeH »abAbIKTaAybl, a3blK-
TYAIK MeALLEPi, MOXXOYPAI eHOeK CUMaTbIH XKeHe TaFbl 6acKa Aarepb eMipiHiH TbiH TyCTapblHa XKaHaAaH
Kapayra MyMKIHAIK namaa 6oaabl. Tek, Cnacck AarepiHAeri >kxaFaait TypaAbl eMec, OFaH KOoca acKepu
TYTKbIHAQPAbIH, 8Cipece >KanoHAbIKTapAbIH, EAIHE OPaAY YPAICI, TYTKbIHAAAY caaaapbl, AX1Mko Tauypo
KaAai TYTKbIHFa TYCTi, TyTKblIHHaH GOCaTbIAFAHHAH KEMiHM eMipi KaAai XKaAFaCTbl A€reH cypakTapfa
>Kayan cypakTapra >kayan 6epireai. KyHAEAIKTIAlY, Tapuxu repMeHeBTMKa FbIAbIMK 3epTTey aaicTepi
apKbIAbl AXMKO T3LypO ecTeAikTepiHEeH KapacCTbIPbIAbIN OTbIpFaH TapuXM Ke3eH TypaAbl aknapaT
AAbIHADI.

Ty#in cesaep: Axmko Tauypo, EKiHLLI AYHMEXY3IAIK COFbIC, >KarnOH COFbIC TYTKbIHAAPbI, 9CKepwu
TYTKbIHAAP, TYTKbIH AarepAaepi, 'YAAT, kapAar, MoxKOYPAi XKyMbIC.
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lMoBceAHeBHas XKM3Hb AMOHCKUMX BOEHHOMAEHHbIX
B KasaxcraHe Ha npumepe Cnacckoro Aareps

B cratbe paccMaTpuBaeTcsl >kM3Hb AXMKO Tauypo, coapata MmnepaTopckoi SnoHCKOM apmuu,
apecTtoBaHHoro B KasaxctaHe B pe3yAbtate BTopoit MMpoBOIt BOWHbI M ocTaBluerocst B KasaxcraHe
nocAe oCcBOOOXKAEHUS, YCAOBMS €ro apecTa, XxapakTep Xu3Hu B KasaxcTaHe. Aarepsi paccMaTpmBaloTcs
M3HYTPW, C TOUKM 3peHns Axuko Tauypo. Kpome Toro, Memyapbl U MHTEPBbIO AXMKO T3aLypo SBASIOTCS
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LieHHbIM UCTOUYHUKOM MHPOpMaLMm 06 yCAOBUSX MHTepHMpPoBaHUs B CrnacCckom Aarepe, cyAb6ax Apy-
rMX SMOHLIEB, MOBCEAHEBHOM >KM3HW B Aarepe, YPOBHE OCHaLLEeHUs. BblaeAds XXn3Hb 1 nepexmBaHuns
AxuKo TaLypo, Ka4ecTBO >KM3HU 3aKAIOUEHHbIX, MPUHSTLIX Ha 6ecriaaTHyio paboTy B Cracckuii Aarepsb,
pacropsiAOK AHsl B Aarepe, obecriedeHne HeoOXOAMMbIMI BELLLIAMM, KOAMYECTBO MPOAYKTOB MUTAHMS,
XapakTep NPUHYAUTEABHOTO TPYAQ, APYrve acnekTbl AarepPHOM XKM3HW NPOSIBUAMCH 3aHOBO. He TOAbKO
o cutyaumm B Cnacckom Aarepe, HO U O BO3BPaLLEHUN BOEHHOMAEHHbIX, OCOGEHHO SIMOHLIEB, MOCAEA-
CTBMSX QpecTa, O TOM, KaK MOMaA B MA€H AXMKO TaLypo M Kak MPOAOAXKMAACH €ro »KM3Hb MOCAE OC-
Bo6OXKAEHUS. CBEAEHUS O PACCMATPMBAEMOM MCTOPUYECKOM NMEPUOAE ObIAM MOAYUEHbI 13 MEMYAPOB
AXxrKo TaLypo MeToAamMM MOBCEAHEBHOIO MCCAEAOBAHMS, UCTOPUYECKON FrePMEHEBTUKM.

KaroueBble caroBa: Axmko Tauypo, Btopas MrpoBasi BoMHa, SIMOHCKME BOEHHOMAEHHble, BOEHHO-
MAEHHbIE, Aarepsi AAS BOEHHOMAEHHbIX, ['YAAT, KapAar, npuHy AUTeAbHble PaboTbl.

Introduction

During the Second World War, after the end
of the war, representatives of various nationalities
from the warring states of the USSR were arrested
and mobilized for forced labor in Gulag camps. Af-
ter the collapse of the USSR, historians had an op-
portunity to conduct research on labor camps and
prisoners there, which were previously inacces-
sible. One of the results of the Soviet-Japanese war
of 1945 was the appearance of prisoners of war of
the Japanese army on the territory of Kazakhstan.
The article pays special attention to Ahiko Tetsuro,
who was imprisoned in the karlag. This is because
Ahiko Tetsuro’s memoirs about her life in captiv-
ity can provide a wealth of information about the
labor camps and the people who were imprisoned
in the camps. Ahiko Tetsuro — A cadet at the Im-
perial Military Academy, Ahiko Tetsuro is the last
Japanese to arrive as a prisoner of war from Sakha-
lin Island. Japan’s surrender on September 2, 1945
marked the end of World War II. The last samurai of
the Japanese imperial army passed through the hell
of Stalin’s camps and remained in Kazakhstan.

There is no war without prisoners of war. Ac-
cording to statistics: during the Second World
War, from 1939 to 1945, about 15 million people
were arrested, every third died in camps — Ger-
man, Soviet, Allied. More than two million Soviet
soldiers returned to their homeland. According to
current data, more than six million foreign prison-
ers of war passed through Soviet and Allied camps
(Mukhamedzhanov, 2012: 169). Not all of them re-
turned to their homeland. At this point, the nature
of Ahiko Tetsuro’s life as a prisoner in the Spassk
camp, his life after captivity, and the work process
and daily conditions of the prisoners of war in the
Spassk camp are the main issues. The purpose of
the research is to look at the issue of prisoners of the
Spassk camp and general prisoners of war from a
new perspective through the memoirs of Ahiko Tet-
suro (Ten, 2009).

Research material base and methods

Domestic research on the issue of prisoners of
war and prisoners in the history of Kazakhstan be-
gan to take shape in the early 90s in the context of
the rise of public consciousness and the liberaliza-
tion of the political regime. The researchers gained
access to previously classified archival documents
and statistical data, as well as research by foreign
authors. During this period J.K. Kasymbek, K. S.
Aldajumanov’s articles on military prisoners in Ka-
zakhstan and the exploitation of their labor, repa-
triation of prisoners and civilians, and the work of
workers in Kazakhstan’s forced labor system were
published. S. D. Dilmanov was one of the first Ka-
zakh researchers who raised this issue in his works.
His work contains valuable information revealing
the history of the labor camps on the territory of Ka-
zakhstan, one of the subsections of the work was de-
voted to the process of using the camp contingent as
free labor. In particular, the author presents a well-
founded statement about the low efficiency of camp
production and the consequent futility of forced la-
bor (Dilmanov, 2002).

Information about prisoners of war of the
Second World War and the Great Patriotic War,
about those arrested in Central Kazakhstan, D.A.
Shaimukhanov and S. D. It is cited in one of the
chapters of the work “Karlag” by Shaimukhano-
va. S.D. Shaimukhanova’s monograph “Political
persecution in Kazakhstan” contains information
about foreign prisoners held in Kazakhstan camps
(Shaimukhanova, 2000).

L.M. Mikheeva’s work is of great interest, in
which the problem of prisoners of war of the Second
World War on the territory of the republic is con-
sidered for the first time in the dissertation research.
The common value of his works is the attempt to
raise the issue on the basis of introducing into scien-
tific circulation the materials that reveal the history
of the camps located in the territory of Central Ka-
zakhstan (Mikheyeva, 2007).
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In addition, the collection of documents pub-
lished by the author team of the Archive of the Pres-
ident of the Republic of Kazakhstan is dedicated to
the fate of Polish citizens, including prisoners of
war. G.K. Kokebaeva studied the issue of the return
of German prisoners of war to their homeland based
on the research of the archives of the Federal Re-
public of Germany. The author believes that at the
beginning of the formation of Germany, the issue of
prisoners of war was the object of the Soviet govern-
ment’s ideological confrontation with the Western
world. The researcher concludes that German pris-
oners of war were able to return to their homeland
only after ten years of hard labor in Soviet camps.
This, of course, was contrary to the principles of in-
ternational law, which require humane treatment of
prisoners of war. Prisoners of war are not criminals,
military detention is the temporary isolation of ser-
vicemen of the enemy’s army to prevent their fur-
ther participation in hostilities.

A more complete view of the formation of the
GUPVI system in Kazakhstan shown in publica-
tions of Sh. Altaev, B. O. Zhangutin. The undoubted
advantage of these works is the introduction of ar-
chival materials from a number of Russian archives
into scientific circulation, which allowed them to
understand the peculiarities of the formation of the
GUPVI system in Kazakhstan (Altaev, Zhangutin,
2006). Important information about the organization
of the system of camps in the territory of Kazakh-
stan S.T. Orumbayev’s works. The author examines,
in particular, the creation and functioning of Kar-
lag. A. to study the issue of Japanese prisoners of
war. Aldanazarov made a great contribution. In his
works, many aspects of the life of prisoners of war
in the camps were touched upon, and in the post-war
years, he published a large amount of information
on the placement of burial places of Japanese ser-
vicemen on the territory of Kazakhstan. The prob-
lem of using prisoners of war in the construction of
the city of Zhezkazgan was shown in the article of
Alzhapparova B. The work of S. V. Yeleukhanova
is of great interest, in which a detailed analysis of
the mode and conditions of guarding, detention of
prisoners of war of Spassk camp No. 99 for prison-
ers of war was carried out by studying the military
guard of Karlag.

Foreign historiography’s interest in everyday
history is reflected in the study of sports activities
of Japanese POWs in post-World War II Siberia. It
is surprising that Japanese prisoners participated in
various sports activities, despite the difficult condi-
tions in the camp, hard work, extreme cold, and hun-
ger. Studies conclude that “such activities seem to
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be necessary to raise the morale of prisoners” (Ya-
mada 2001: 537-552). The participation of prisoners
in sports events was published in the Nihon Simbun
(Japan Times) newspaper. The Nihon Simbun, de-
spite being under the control of the Soviet military
political administration, was the only source of in-
formation for the approximately 600,000 Japanese
POWs in Siberia.

Clara Geber-Mérida (2019) analyzed the songs
written by Japanese prisoners of war while they
were in a concentration camp in the Soviet Union in
a historical context.

The purpose of promoting sports and cultural
activities among Japanese prisoners of war was to
influence the prisoners politically. This was, on the
one hand, an attempt to encourage the Soviet govern-
ment to question the imperialist ideology of Japan.
If we look at the memoirs of the prisoners, we can
see that cultural and sports activities were needed by
the prisoners as spiritual nourishment. Such events
were a simple way of socializing with other camp
prisoners. Through the lyrics, the prisoners released
emotions that could not be expressed otherwise. It
was also beneficial to the Soviet government, be-
cause ideological education through such activities
was fluid.

Memories of World War 11 by Japanese POWs
in Australia are explored in an article by Christina
Toomey. Analyzed memories of the war in Austra-
lia and comments about the suffering of prisoners
(Twomey Christina 2013: 321-330).

Jacob Frank is an author who studied the repa-
triation of Japanese captured by the Soviet Union
and their fate. In his work “Japanese Prisoners of
War, the American-Soviet Conflict, and the Role of
Repatriated War Veterans in the Early Cold War in
East Asia”, he described the influence of diplomatic
struggle on the fate of Japanese prisoners of war (Ja-
cob Frank, 2021:119-136).

Arnold Krammer in his work “Japanese Pris-
oners of War in America” shows that during the
Second World War there were 400,000 German
soldiers, 53,000 Italians, and 5,000 Japanese prison-
ers of war in about 550 camps in the United States
(Krammer, 1983: 67). Prisoners of war, used for
harvest work from the beginning of 1943 to the end
of 1945. Compared to the USSR, the conditions of
prisoners of war in America were somewhat favor-
able. The articles of the international conventions on
the rights of prisoners were respected. For example,
prisoners of war in American camps had a relatively
free life, mingled with working farm families, staged
theater productions and concerts, and participated in
debates about democracy. Krammer described the
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general situation and character of Japanese prisoners
of war in the United States (Krammer, 2015: 122).

Brandon Scott in his work “The Untold Story
of Camp McCoy: Japanese Prisoners of War in the
Heart of Wisconsin During the Second World War”
told the story of the Japanese prisoners of war at
Camp McCoy during the Second World War. Bran-
don Scott examined the daily life of Japanese pris-
oners at McCoy Prison, their work, their thoughts
about suicide and escape from prison, and their fate
when they returned to Japan after the end of World
War II (Brandon, 2023: 46).

The stay of Japanese soldiers and officers in labor
camps of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (NKVD)
from 1945 to 1956 was confirmed in foreign histo-
riography under the name “Siberian internment”.
“Siberian Internment” Japanese researchers Yasuo
Wakatsuki, Gunji Abe, Toshio Kurihar and Ameri-
can historians E. Barshey and V. Nim was recog-
nized for his works.

Ya. Wakatsuki, G. Abe, T. Kurihara, U. Nim-
mon studied the history of ideological re-education
of Japanese prisoners of war. E. Barshey conducted
research through the memories of prisoners who re-
turned to Japan, and laid the foundation for the mo-
tives that prompted former prisoners of war to write
memoirs. Subjective memories and letters of pris-
oners returned from NKVD camps, questionnaires
based on the results of interrogations of prisoners of
war by Japanese officials served as the data base for
the works of foreign researchers. Unfortunately, the
vast majority of these sources are not available to
domestic historians. Japanese and American histori-
ans studying the subject of “Siberian internment” do
not rely on documents in Russian archives. Foreign
researchers focus on the daily history of the Japa-
nese, reconstructing life in the camps.

The study of Japanese prisoners of war in the
USSR in foreign historiography has its own charac-
teristics. It can be noticed that the problems of orga-
nization of political and investigative work related
to the Japanese, implementation of their repatriation
have not been studied in foreign historiography. In
these problems The study is necessary to determine
the nature of the policy of the Soviet government
towards Japanese prisoners of war.

One of the most important directions in foreign
historiography is the study of the process of arrest-
ing Japanese soldiers in the USSR. The arrests were
the result not only of the hostilities, but also of the
geopolitical situation in the Pacific region, research-
ers say. Foreign historiography pays particular at-
tention to cases of violence and abuse of prisoners
of war by Soviet soldiers and officers. The issues

of repatriation of Japanese POWs after the end of
the war, the socio-psychological consequences of
long-term captivity, the reaction of Japanese society
to the return of POWs, and the involvement of ex-
POWs in the process of reform and reconstruction in
post-war Japan are examined.

These studies form the theoretical and method-
ological basis of the article. In order to fulfill the
tasks set in the article, Ahiko Tetsuro’s memories
and interviews were used as a basis. Historicity, ac-
curacy, consistency and scientific objectivity form
the methodological base. They made it possible to
see the whole picture of the problem and, at the
same time, to reveal the characteristic features of
the Spassk camp, the aspects of the period of the
prisoners of war in the forced labor system, and to
look at it from a differentiated point of view in terms
of determining changes in their socio-political situa-
tion. A set of microhistorical, hermeneutic, analysis
and synthesis scientific methods was used to achieve
the research goal.

Research results and discussion

Ahiko Tetsuro’s life in captivity

Ahiko Tetsuro was born into a fishing family in
Japan. At the age of 15, his father sent him to study
at the South Sakhalin Military School. In 1945,
with the end of the war and the annexation of South
Sakhalin to the USSR, Ahiko stayed on the island
for three years, repairing boats and waiting for help
from his country. Three years later, Ahiko, con-
victed under Article 58 and imprisoned for 10 years,
was in the Spassk camp, where she spent 6 years.
About that period, Ahiko himself says: “In 1949,
when [ was very thin and sick, I was brought and as-
signed to the third section of the Spassk camp. Then
I learned that prisoners capable of work were sent to
the first and second sections. To the third and fourth
sections they were sent to die. I was like a skeleton.
I was still 18 years old. That’s why I was assigned to
the third division. There were weak people nearby,
they couldn’t walk. But if the foreman came, they
would hardly get up and go to work... If someone
fell, he was beaten with a stick. They would get up,
and if they couldn’t get up, they would leave, or they
would beat them with sticks. It was very sad to see
people who were very weak and couldn’t walk —
they died there” (Yoshikawa, 2024)

Other than Ahiko Tetsuro, there were also Japa-
nese among the prisoners. On August 16, 1945, by
order of the Emperor of Japan, tens of thousands
of Japanese soldiers led by generals surrendered
their weapons to the Soviet Army. Japan does not
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consider its soldiers prisoners of war, but considers
them unlawfully detained. Article 9 of the Potsdam
Declaration of July 26, 1945 stated: “After disarma-
ment, the Japanese armed forces shall be permitted
to return to their homes with the opportunity to lead
a peaceful and working life.” As a whole, Japanese
prisoners of war were in labor camps on the territory
of Kazakhstan.

Of the countries that fought against Japan, only
the USSR did not fulfill this clause. On August 23,
1945, the State Defense Committee adopted a reso-
lution that instructed the immediate transfer of about
500,000 Japanese prisoners of war to the territory
of the USSR, which was carried out. Out of the to-
tal number of prisoners on the territory of Kazakh-
stan (58,900 people), 25,000 people were placed in
Karaganda region. Most of the Japanese prisoners
of war successfully returned to their homeland. On
April 22, 1950, the USSR officially announced the
end of the repatriation of prisoners of war (Zhangu-
tin, 2006: 109).

Ahiko Tetsuro was not among the POWs who
returned home. After the death of Stalin in March
1953, Karlag’s farm was reorganized in accordance
with the resolution of the Council of Ministers of
May 8, 1953, the board was dissolved. Until now,
there were 226 settlements of Karlag, after its dis-
solution, 16 highly efficient districts were organized
on its territory. Ahiko was pardoned as a minor at
the time of her arrest, she was 18 at the time. “Go
home? Where to home? Japan is far away. I came
out of the gate in old clothes, torn pants, bare feet.
Where am I going? No money, no documents. Only
a certificate of release. When it was warm, I slept
on the street. [ ate in the miners’ canteen. | took the
bread with me. The workers in the kitchen were
friendly — they didn’t chase you out.

It was difficult: no work, no money. Who i am?
Where do 1 go? I went like this for three months. I
slept on the street and ate in the canteen. The miners
took pity on me, [ worked for the Saransk construc-
tion department to unload cement. Then the foreman
of Saran administration hired me as a construction
worker. Together with other builders, I built the cit-
ies of Tentek (Shakhan), Aktas. Have you seen the
Palace of Culture? I put it again. Two years later,
I learned that the Japanese POWs were being sent
home. I went to camp. I asked the boss, “Why is
my name not on the list of Japanese sent home?”
He said to me: “You did not fight against the USSR,
You are not a soldier. There...” Then [ wrote a letter
to the Japanese embassy in Moscow. I didn’t get an
answer. It was very sad and difficult: now [ am alone
in a strange, foreign country.”
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After learning that the return of prisoners of war
had ended, Ahiko sent a letter to the Japanese em-
bassy in Moscow for two more years, trying to return
to her homeland, but there was no response. Having
given up hope of returning to his homeland, Ahiko
begins to live in Karaganda (Y oshikawa, 2024).

Japanese in the Spassk camp

The Spassk camp for prisoners of war in Kara-
ganda was established on June 24, 1941, on the sec-
ond day of the Great Patriotic War, on the basis of
one of the departments of Karlag. Already in Au-
gust, the first echelon with foreign fighters arrived
here — in the first days of the war, 1,400 enemy fight-
ers were captured (Yeleukhanova, 2009).

It was the largest camp for prisoners in Kazakh-
stan. Between 1941 and 1950, about 70,000 pris-
oners passed through it: 30,000 Germans, 22,000
Japanese, 6,000 Romanians, 1,600 Austrians. Also
French, Italians, Lithuanians, Czechs, Hungarians...
More than seven thousand foreign soldiers remained
forever in the land of Karaganda. Five thousand
were buried in Spassk. Two thousand unmarked
graves are scattered throughout the territory. And
they cannot be restored. Burial sites have long been
flooded, destroyed by new constructions, buried in
ore bowls (Mikheeva, 2007:30).

Since the end of the 1980s, foreign embassies
began to place memorial plaques for their compatri-
ots who died in the Spasskoye cemetery.

The Japanese in the camp were kept apart from
the Europeans. The diet was also slightly differ-
ent. They were given fish and rice. The Japanese
themselves did not mix with other prisoners of
war and did not come into contact with the local
population.

The leaders of the camp took advantage of the
special mentality of Asians and sent them to the
most difficult and exhausting jobs. They mainly
worked in the mines of Balkhash region. The local
people still remember those tough sad samurai. Ev-
ery morning, silent lines of Japanese marched into
the mine and returned by midnight. None of them
said anything. But they worked without stopping.
Japanese prisoners carried out the plan by 120, even
150 percent. And the country’s economy was in dire
need of labor in the post-war period. Therefore, in
the first years of repatriation, prisoners who were
not suitable for work were returned to their home-
land.

But later, another order was issued: advanced
workers of production, who followed the plan and
exceeded it, had the advantage of returning to the
country quickly. That is, a strong incentive was in-



A. Kurbanbay, R.S. Myrzabekova

troduced to work better and more efficiently. And
there was no one to match the Japanese. But the
plans of the Soviet government did not include a
quick return of the Japanese to their homeland. It
worked too well. They were the last to be returned
to the country.

Japanese prisoners of war left the Spassk camp
in the mid-1950s. And in 1987, the Japanese gov-
ernment signed an agreement with Kazakhstan on
the export of the remains of Japanese prisoners of
war buried in Karlag.

Forced labor camps were provided with the nec-
essary resources by the instructions of the Minis-
try of Internal Affairs and Communications of the
USSR, and the equipment requirements were at the
same level for all camps. According to the require-
ments, the camps had to be surrounded by a fence
with a height of two and a half meters. Barbed wire
stretched several rows over the fence along the pe-
rimeter. At a distance of five meters from the fence,
there were warning zones consisting of seven rows
of barbed wire on the inside and outside. At every
corner of the area there were watchtowers with tele-
phones to communicate with the camp headquarters.
All enclosures are equipped with an alarm system
and lighting. Most of the POW rooms and facilities)
are located in the camp area. Camp administration
and soldiers’ barracks are located outside the camp.
Prisoners of war were strictly forbidden to live out-
side the camp.

Prisoners of war were not given gloves and over-
alls. The lack of gloves and equipment at work in the
camps increased the number of injuries, forced the
prisoners of war to work carefully, and therefore the
work efficiency decreased sharply. The camps tried
to make the most of POW labor, but sometimes paid
little attention to POW safety. Prisoners of war’s
ignorance and failure to observe basic safety rules
often led to tragic consequences.

The causes of accidents can often be identified
as: natural wear and tear of technical equipment of
Soviet enterprises, lack of production skills, lack of

understanding of production and technological pro-
cesses, lack of safety instructions due to lack of Rus-
sian language skills of prisoners of war. The number
of accidents in the management of the camps was
not specifically estimated, the breakdown of report-
ing and statistics was ineffective, it was a planned
economy and a socialist competition between insti-
tutions of this type.

For many reasons, the instructions and require-
ments were not observed in all camps, and were of-
ten grossly violated. Most of the camps in the area
were hastily equipped and did not fully comply with
established guidelines.

Conclusion

Thus, the fate of the Japanese Ahiko Tetsuro
shows the tyranny of the power structures and the
totalitarian nature of the Soviet state, through which
many prisoners of Karlag and other correction-
al camps had to pass. Ahiko is one of those who
managed to survive in such conditions and it is im-
portant to preserve her story. Ahiko’s case is one
of the exceptions. That’s why I think Ahiko’s fate
and memories contributed to the subject of prison-
ers. According to the memoirs of Ahiko Tetsuro, the
study concluded that the ineffectiveness and negli-
gence of the organization of the forced labor system
of prisoners of war, the unwillingness and inability
of industrial companies to accept many prisoners of
war at the same time, as well as the overactive desire
to maximize the work of prisoners of war without
fully considering safety regulations, led to a tragic
result, , led to a significant number of deaths of pris-
oners of war. It should be noted that natural climatic
factors, economic factors, as well as the capabilities
and needs of local self-government have not been
taken into account. During the operation of the camp
system, there were problems with providing food to
the prisoners of war, suitable living conditions were
not created, this situation affected the death of the
prisoners of war.

References

Aldanazarov, A. (1994). V knige pamyati — sud’ba yaponskikh soldat. Kazakhstanskaya pravda.

Abylkhanov, D. M. (2005). Yaponskiye voyennoplennyye v Kazakhstane (1945-1953). Semey memlekettik pedagogikalyk,
institutynyn khabarshysy (Vestnik Semipalatinskogo gosudarstvennogo pedagogicheskogo instituta), 2(3), 12-18.

Allaniyazov, T. K., & Naymushina, O. P. (2004). «...Nepovinoveniye nado presech’». K istorii vosstaniya zaklyuchennykh
3-go otdeleniya Stepnogo lagerya MVD SSSR (16 maya — 26 iyunya 1954 goda). Dokumenty. Fakty. Suzhdeniya. Almaty: Fond

KHKHI vek.

Altayev, A. Sh., & Zhanguttin, B. O. (2006). GUPVI: Voyennoplennyye i internirovannyye na territorii Kazakhstana (1939-

1951): uchebnoye posobiye (Vol. 1). Almaty: KazNPU im. Abaya.

Alzhapparova, B. (1999). Voyennoplennyye v stroitelstve Bolshogo Zhezkazgana. Poisk, 2, 86-88.

91



Daily life of japanese prisoners of war in Kazakhstan using the example of Spassk camp +

Krammer, A. (2015). Nebraska POW camps: A history of World War II prisoners in the heartland by Melissa Amateis Marsh.
Great Plains Quarterly.

Geber-Mérida, C. (2019). Songs of Japanese prisoners of war in the Soviet Union after World War II. Vienna Journal of East
Asian Studies.

Dilmanov, S. D. (2002). Ispravitel’no-trudovyye lagerya NKVD-MVD SSSR na territorii Kazakhstana (30-50 ye gody KHKH
veka) (Doctoral dissertation abstract). Almaty.

Dilmanov, S. D. (2004). Lagerya dlya voyennoplennykh v SSSR (40-ye gody XX veka). Vestnik KazNU. Seriya istoricheskaya,
1,92-97.

Frank, J. (2021). Japanese prisoners of war, the American-Soviet conflict, and the role of repatriated war veterans in the early
Cold War in East Asia.

Kokebayeva, G. K. (2004). Otnosheniye SSSR k mezhdunarodnym konventsiyam ob obrashchenii s voyennoplennymi. Vestnik
KazNU. Seriya istoricheskaya, 4, 144-147.

Mikheyeva, L. V. (2007). Inostrannyye voyennoplennyye i internirovannyye v Tsentral’'nom Kazakhstane (1941 — nachalo 50-
kh gg. KHKH veka) (Doctoral dissertation abstract). Karaganda.

Mukhamedzhanov, M. M. (2012). Sovetskiye i germanskiye voyennoplennyye v gody Vtoroy mirovoy voyny (sravnitel’nyy
analiz chislennosti). Znaniye, ponimaniye, umeniye, 3, 168-171.

Orumbayev, S. T. (1990, September 9). Veshchi dlya nikh (ob istorii Karlaga). Industrial’naya Karaganda.

Brandon, S. (2023). The untold story of Camp McCoy: Japanese prisoners of war in the heart of Wisconsin during the Second
World War.

Shaimukhanova, S. D. (2000). Political repressions in Kazakhstan (30-40s — early 50s). Karaganda.

Shaymukhanov, D. A., & Shaymukhanova, S. D. (1997). Karaganda: Nats. agentstvo po delam pechati i massovoy inform.
Respubliki Kazakhstan.

Twomey, C. (2013). Prisoners of war of the Japanese: War and memory in Australia. Memory Studies.

Yaponskiye voyennoplennyye v Karagandinskoy oblasti (2011). N. O. Dulatbekova (Ed.). Astana: Regis ST-Poligraf.

Yoshikawa, R. (2024, February 22). Akhiko: dom vdali ot rodiny. NHK. Retrieved from https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/ru/
news/backstories/3078/

Yamada, R. (2001). Sports activities of Japanese POW’s in Siberia shortly after World War II. Taiikugaku kenkyu. Japan
Journal of Physical Education, Health and Sport Sciences.

Yeleukhanova, C. B. (2009). Istoriya Karlaga: okhrana, rezhim i usloviya soderzhaniya zaklyuchennykh (1930-1956 gg.)
(Doctoral dissertation abstract). Karaganda.

Zhangutin, B. O. (2008). GUPVI: Voyennoplennyye i internirovannyye na territorii Kazakhstana (1941-1951). Otechestvennaya
istoriya, 2, 107-114.

Information about the authors

Kurbanbay Aliaidar Tazhibaiuly — PhD student, Department of World History, Historiography and Source Studies, Al-Farabi
Kazakh National University. Almaty, Kazakhstan. E-mail: kurbanbayaliaidar@gmail.com

Myrzabekova Ryskeldy Salamatovna — candidate of historical science, Professor, Head of Department of World History,
Historiography and Source Studies, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University. Almaty, Kazakhstan. E-mail: myrzabekovaryskeldy@,
gmail.com

Aemopnap mypansl manimem:

Kypoanbait Dauauioap Toocidaiiynvl — OyHUeIHCY3T MAPUXbl, MAPUXHAMA JHCOHE 0ePEeKMAaHy Kapeopacbiibly OOKMOPAHMbL, -
Dapabu am. Kazax Ynmmoix ynueepcumemi. Aimamor k. Kazaxcman. E-mail: kurbanbayaliaidar@gmail.com

Muipsabexosa Poickenovr Canamamosna — mapux ebliblMbIHbIY KAHOUOamyl, npogeccop, OyHue Jcy3i mapuxvl, mapuxHama
Jicone depekmany Kageopacvinviy meyeepywici, on-Papabu am. Kazax ¥Yammoix ynueepcumemi. Anmamul . Kazaxcman. E-mail:
myrzabekovaryskeldy@gmail.com

Ceeoenusn 006 asmopax:

Kypoanbaii Anuaiioap Tasicubaeeuy — 0okmopanm xageopbl 6CEMUPHOL UCMOPUU, UCIOPUOSPAPDUU U UCTOYHUKOBEOEHS,
Kazaxcxuiit Hayuonanvholil ynusepcumem umenu ano-Qapabu. e. Anmamei, Kazaxcman. E-mail: kurbanbayaliaidar@gmail.com

Mbuipzabexosa Pvickendvr Caramamosua — KaHOUOAm uUcCmopuyeckux Hayk, npogheccop, 3as. Kagheopvl 6CeMUpHOU UCTOPUL,
ucmopuocpaghuu u ucmounuxogedenus, Kazaxckuil nayuonanwuwiil ynusepcumem umeHu ano-Papabu. 2. Anmamul, Kazaxcman. E-
mail: myrzabekovaryskeldy@gmail.com

Hocmynuno: 05.07.2024
Ipunamo: 25.08.2024

92



