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THE HISTORY OF THE STUDY OF NUMISMATICS
OF THE ALMATY REGION
(6t -18t centuries)

This article examines the history of the study of coins found in the city and region of Almaty. The
purpose of the article is to introduce scientific data and determine the prospects for the development of
numismatic research in the field of monetary circulation in Almaty and the region. Based on the stated
goal, the following research tasks have been identified: collecting materials on numismatics in Almaty
and the Almaty region, analyzing, and systematizing the materials. In the course of the research, three
groups of basic studies were considered — primary, field studies of numismatic material, scientific litera-
ture of a monographic nature, which contains materials on numismatic material and scientific articles.
The research available in Kazakhstani science on numismatic materials of Almaty and Almaty region has
been studied and analyzed. The works reflecting the history of the study of numismatics in the context of
Almaty and the region of different time periods are studied in detail. The historiographical analysis of sci-
entific works on numismatic materials allowed us to determine the breadth of numismatic problems on
which the works are based. Their possibilities and prospects for reproducing the picture of the history of
the study of numismatics in Almaty and the Almaty region are determined. The main part of the research
consists of work on archaeological materials with the inclusion of data on the study of individual coins
and coin hoards. In particular, we can note that the coins found on the territory of Almaty have a more or
less sufficient historiographical base compared to the coins found on the territory of the Almaty region.
And it should be noted that there is no information about the location of most of the coins found. In turn,
the lack of scientific fixation of coins negatively affects the peculiarity and trend of the development of
the political and economic system of the state.

Key words: numismatics, coins, Almaty, Almaty region, Karakhanids, Chagataids, historiography.
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AAMaTbl 00AbICBIHBIH, HYMM3MATHUKACbIH 3epTTey TapUXbl
(6.3. VI-XVIII f¥.)

byA Makanapa AAmatbl KaAacbiMeH AAMaTbl OBGAbICbIHbIH aymafblHAQ TaOblAFaH MOHETaAapAbl
3epTTey Tapuxbl KapacTbipblAaAbl. MakaAaHblH MakCaTbl — FbIAbIMM BIAIMAI KepceTy kaHe AAMarTbl
KaAacbiIMeH AAMATbl OOAbBICBIHbIH aKlia arHaAbIMbl CaAACbiHAAFbI HYMM3MATMKAAbIK 3€pTTeyAepAi
AAMbITYy MepcrekTUBaAapbiH aHblkTay. KoWbIAFaH MakcaTka cyheHe OTbIpbin, AAMaTbl >KeHe
AAMaTbl OBAbICTapPbIHbIH HYMM3MaTUKa MacCeAeAepi OOMbIHIIA MaTepuraAAap >XMHAy, TaAAdy >KoHe
Kyreaey 6oiblHILA 3€PTTEYAiIH MbIHAAAM MIHAETTEPI alKbIHAAAAbL. 3epAeAey GapbiCbiHAA Herisri
3epTTeyAepAiH Yyl Tobbl — 6GacTankbl, AAAAAbIK, 3ePTTEYAEp, HyMM3MaTMKa TypaAbl MaTepuassap
MEH >KMHaAKTaAFaH MOHOTPaUSIAbIK, CUMATTarbl FbIAbIMW SAEOMETTEP >KOHE FbIAbIMM MaKaAaAap
KapacTbipbIAAbLLAAMaTbl MeH AAMaTbl OOAbICbIHbIH HYMM3MaTMKAAbIK, MaTepuasAapbl  GoMbIHLLA
Ka3aKCTaHAbIK, FbIAbIMAA 6ap 3epTTeyAep 3epPAEAEHIn, TaAAaHAbl. AAMaTbl MeH AAMATbl OOAbICHIHbIH
TYPAI Ke3eHAEpIHAEri HyMM3MaTMKaHbl 3epTTey TapuXblH KOPCETETIH >KYMbICTAP erXken-TerkenAi
3epAeAeHAl. HymmnamaThkaablk, Matepraspaap OOMbIHILA FbIABIMM  >KYMbICTAPAbIH  TapMXHaMaAbIK,
TaAAaybibi3re HyMM3MaTMKa MOCEAEAEPIHIH KEHAIriH aHblkTayFa MYMKIHAIK 6Gepai. AAMaTtbl MeH
AAMaTbl  OBABICBIHbIH, HYMM3MATMKACblH 3epTTey TapWXblHbIH CYPETIH >KaHFbIPTY YIUiH OAapPAbIH
MYMKIHAIKTEPI MEH MepcrnekTMBaAapbl ankbiHAAAABI.3EPTTEYAIH Herisri 6GeAiri >xeke MoHeTaAap
MEH MOHeTaAap KeMOeAepiH 3epTTey AepekTePiH KAMTUTbIH apXEOAOTUSIAbIK, MaTepUaAAAPAAFb
JKYMbICTapAaH Typaabl. ATan anmTkaHAa, AAMaTbl KAAaCblHblH, ayMarFbiHAQ TaObIAFaH MOHETaAapAblH
AAMaTbI OOABICBIHbIH ayMarblHAA TaObIAFAaH MOHETAAAPMEH CaAbICTbIPFaHAA TapMXHaMaAbIK, 6a3achl KeH
ekeHiH atan etyre 6oAaabl.COHbIMEH KaTap TaObIAFaH MOHETAAAPAbIH, KOTLWIAITiHIH OpHAaAaCKaH >Kepi
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Maybl MEMAEKETTIH, CasiCU >KOHE 3KOHOMMKAAbIK XXYMECIHIH, epeKLIeAiri MeH Aamy TeHAEHUMSAApbIHA
Tepic acep eTeAl.

Ty#iH ce3aep: HyMM3MaTHKa, MOHETaAap, AAMaThl, AAMaTbl 06AbICbI, KapaxaH Aayipi, waraTana-
Tap, TapuxHama.
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UcTopusi u3yvyeHnss HyMU3IMATUKKM AAMATMHCKOM 06AaCTH
(VI-XVIII BB. H.3.)

B AaHHOW CTaTbe paccMaTpUBaETCs UCTOPUS M3YUEHMSl MOHET, HAMAEHHbIX HA TEPPUTOPUM FTOPOAA
AAMaTbl U AAMaTMHCKOM 06AACTU. LIeAblo cTaTby 9BASIETCS OTpakeHWe HayUHbIX 3HAHWMI 1 OTpeAeAe-
HME NepPCrneKkTUB PasBUTUS HYMU3MATUUYECKMX MCCAEAOBaHUIA B cchepe AEHEXXHOro obpatleHms roposa
AAMaTbl 1 AAMATUHCKOM 06AacTU. MICXOAS M3 MOCTAaBAEHHOM LIeAU, ObIAM OMPEAEAEHbI CAEAYIOLLME
3aAQ4M UCCAEAOBaHMS MO C60PY MAaTEPUMAAOB MO BOMPOCaM HyMU3MaTMKM AAMATbl 1 AAMATUHCKOM 06-
AQCTW, aHaAM3 M CUCTEeMAaTU3aLUMs MaTepranoB. B xoae NpoBeAEHNS UCCAEAOBAHUS PACCMOTPEHbI TPH
rpynbl 6a30BbIX MCCAEAOBAHMIA —NIEPBUYUHbIE, OAEBbIE UCCAEAOBAHMS HYMM3MATUYECKOrO MaTepuana,
Hay4Hasi AMTepatypa MOHOrpauueckoro xapaktepa, B KOTOPOM COOpaHbl MaTEPUAAbI O HYMU3MATU-
YeCckOM MaTepMase M HayuHble CTaTbU. M3yueHbl M NPoaHaAM3MPOBaHbI MMEIOLLMECS B Ka3aXCTaHCKOM
HayKe MCCAEAOBaHUS MO HYMU3MATUUECKUM MaTeprasam AAMaTbl 1 AAMATUHCKOM o6AacTu. [Noapo6Ho
n3ydeHbl paboThl, OTPaXKAlOLME UCTOPUIO U3YUEHMS HYMU3MATUKM B KOHTEKCTE AAMATbl M AAMATUH-
CKOM 06AACTM PA3AMUHBIX NMEPUOAOB BpemeHu.McToprorpaduueckuii aHaAmM3 HayuHbIx paboT no Hy-
MM3MaTMYECKMM MaTepuaam MO3BOAMA HaM OMPEAEAUTb LLMPOTY NPOOGAEM HYMU3MATUKK,HA KOTOPbIX
OCHOBaHb! PaboTbl.ONpeAeAeHbl UX BO3MOXHOCTM M MEPCrekTUBbl AAS BOCTPOM3BEAEHUS KapTHHbI
MCTOPUN U3YUEHUS HYMM3MATUKM AAMATbI M AAMATMHCKOM 06AacT1.OCHOBHYIO YaCTb MCCAEAOBAHMIA
COCTaABASIOT PabOTbl HA APXEOAOTMUECKMX MATEPMAAAX C BKAIOUEHMEM AAHHbIX 06 MCCAEAOBAHWUM OT-
AEAbHbIX MOHET M MOHETHbIX KAAQAOB. B 4aCTHOCTM, Mbl MOXKEM OTMETUTb, YTO MOHETbI, HalMAEHHbIe
Ha TeppuTOpUM r.AAMaTbl MMeeT GoAee MeHee AOCTAaTOUHYIO UCToprorpaduryueckyto 6asy no cpaBHe-
HMIO C MOHETaMM, HaMAEHHbIX Ha TEPPUTOPUM AAMATUHCKOM 06AaCTU. M HEOOXOAMMO OTMETUTb, YTO
MH(OPMAaLIMS O MECTOHAXOXAEHMU GOABLIMHCTBA HAMAEHHBIX MOHET OTCYTCTByeT. B cBolo ouepeab
OTCYTCTBME Hay4HOM (PUKCALMM MOHET HEeraTMBHO BAMSIET HA OCOGEHHOCTb M TEHAEHUMIO Pas3BUTUS
NMOAMTUYECKOM U SKOHOMMYECKOM CUCTEMbI FOCYAAPCTBA.

KAroueBble cAaoBa: HYMM3MaATKMKa, MOHETbI, AAMaTbI, AAMaTHHCKas O6AaCTb, KapaXaHWAbI, Yarata-

WAbI, UCTOpUorpacus.

Introduction

Among the issues of socio-economic history, the
topic of money circulation in Kazakhstan remains
practically unexplored, despite the abundance of
actual numismatic materials. The complex process-
ing of numismatic material allows us to obtain new
objective data that significantly clarify some aspects
of our history.

The range of archaeological sites in Kazakhstan
is very wide, and, the coins found in the monuments
occupy a special place.But the amount of supple-
mented information remains significantly small, and
today there is a problem not only of coin identifica-
tion, but also of the methodology of studying nu-
mismatic material. In comparison with other areas
of historical science, a small amount of scientific
literature is devoted to numismatics.

Within the framework of the object, the subject
of the study is defined, acting as a scientific research
activity reflected in the few publications devoted to
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the study of numismatics of the city of Almaty and
the Almaty region. The subject of the study can be
divided into three groups, which in turn form the ini-
tial basis of the study. The first group includes docu-
mentary materials — primary, field studies of numis-
matic material. The second group is monographic
scientific literature, which contains materials on nu-
mismatic material and defines the place of coin de-
nominations in the system of historical knowledge.
The most extensive, the third group, is represented
by many scientific works devoted to individual, nar-
row problems of numismatics contained in scientific
periodicals (articles, reports).

It should be noted that special works covering
certain periods in the history of the study of the Ili
Valley in the context of Almaty and Almaty region
have been conducted. In this regard, the purpose of
the article is to reflect scientific knowledge and de-
termine the prospects for the development of numis-
matic research in the field of monetary circulation in
Almaty and the Almaty region.
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Based on this goal, research was undertaken to
collect materials on the numismatics of Almaty and
Almaty region, analysis and systematization of ma-
terials.

The relevance of studying the history of numis-
matic material research was due to the lack of histo-
riography on numismatics of the city of Almaty and
the Almaty region and a large number of coinsmade
in the Middle Ages and imported as a result of in-
ternational trade relations along the Great Silk Road
from neighboring countries.

Materials and methods of research

The research of numismatics of the Ili Valley
in the context of Almaty and the Almaty region,
available in Kazakhstani science, is studied and
analyzed. The works reflecting the history of the
study of numismatics in the context of Almaty and
Almaty region of different periods are studied in de-
tail. The methodology of the research was the use of
the method of historiographical analysis, compara-
tive historical method, methods of typologization,
systematization, analysis and synthesis, as well as
classifications. The historiographical analysis of
scientific works on numismatic materials allowed
us to determine the breadth of numismatic problems
based on which the works are based.The compara-
tive method allowed us to determine the types and
varieties of data used.Their possibilities and pros-
pects for reproducing the picture of the history of
the study of numismatics in Almaty and the Almaty
region are determined.

Literature review

According to primary documentary studies, a
considerable number of coins and coin hoards have
been recorded in the territory of Almaty and the Al-
maty region. So, for example, T.V. Savelyeva in the
report “From the history of the study of antiquities
in the area of Alma-Ata” notes that in the 90s of the
19thcentury, silver and copper Jagatai coins and a
gold coin were found in Vernoye on the southwest-
ern outskirts (Savelyeva, 1974: 15).

The report compiled by E.I. Ageeva, A.G.
Maksimova (1958: 8) based on materials for the
archaeological map of the Alma-Ata region notes
data on coins found on the territory of Almaty and
the Almaty region. In 1903, an Ilek coin of Kadyr
Khan 13 was found on the territory of the village of
Bolshaya Alma-Ata, transferred later to the Impe-
rial St. Petersburg University (Report, 1903: 170).
It should be noted that in the catalog, this coin is

dated to the 17thcentury. In 1909, 10 Chagataid sil-
ver coins were found, identified as one coin of Sul-
tan Senjar and Termashirin in 1331, two of Sultan
Muhammad in 1346, the rest anonymous, minted in
Bukhara and Termez in 1325, 1328, 1331 and 1335.
Also, in 1914, a treasure of 500 silver and copper
coins with Arabic inscriptions near Issyk. All the
accidental finds were received by the Russian His-
torical Museum, the Hermitage, and the Museum of
Tomsk University, some were kept in the regional
museum in Almaty (Ageeva, Maksimova, 1958: 8).

The accidental discovery of Chagataid silver
coins found 28 km from Almaty in the area of the
village of Alekseevsky Ili district (Ageeva, Maksi-
mova, 1958: 57). Silver Chagataid coins of the 13-14
centuries were found inthe the Botanical Garden of
Almaty (Ageeva, Maksimova, 1958: 64). One gold,
copper and 13 silver Kashgar coins, a silver coin of
the Kokand Khan Muhammad Mal, were foundnear
the Turksib rest house on the Kamenskoye plateau
in Almaty (Ageeva, Maksimova 1958: 66). The au-
thors also note obscure finds throughout the territory
of the Alma Ata region: a hoard of coins of the 17-
19 centuries, a copper coin in the village of Karam
50 km from Almaty, one coin from predatory exca-
vations (Ageeva and Maksimova, 1958: 109).

As well as a silver coin found in the stratigraphic
pit of the Chilik settlement 9™-14" centuries, in 1956
on the western outskirts, surveyed by the Semi-
rechye archaeological expedition led by E.I. Ageeva
(Ageeva, 1990: 8).

The reports of archaeological excavations at the
settlement, conducted under the leadership of LI.
Kopylov (1965: 25), are also partially considered.
According to the report, in 1964, during excavations
at the Talgar settlement, 10 coins were found, and
in 1965, 22 coins, 6 of them silver coins, as the au-
thor noted with barely noticeable Kufic inscriptions
or with the inscription of the legend in Arabic. The
found copper coins, I.I. Kopylov presumably refers
to the Karakhanid coins of the 10th-12th centuries
and one proto-Karakhanid coin, according to the
form, refers to the Turgesh coins of the 7th-8th cen-
turies.

K.M. Baypakov (2013: 402) in his monograph
“Ancient and Medieval Urbanization of Kazakh-
stan” writes that in the middle of the 10th century,
on the territory of Zhetysu and part of East Turke-
stan, the Karakhanid state arose, which absorbed
many social institutions of the state formations pre-
ceding it. Based on the system of appanages, it con-
sisted of eastern and western possessions — Eastern
and Western khaganates. During the archaeological
excavations of Otrar, Kuyryktobe, Ispidzhab, Taraz,
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Talgar, Aktobe, and Karakhanid coins of the 11th-
12th centuries were found in large numbers. Among
the interesting finds are coins issued on behalf of
Karakhanid Suleiman B. Daoud, found in various
places — in Zhetysu, Ferghana and Central Asia.
There is an assumption that the place of their release
was the medieval Talkhir (Talkhiz) — Talgar settle-
ment.

According to the results of the excavations car-
ried out in Talgar, K.M. Baypakov (2013: 258) dates
the time of its functioning to the 8th-14th centuries.
Based on the development of the city, ceramics,
glass, coins, and imported items, Talgar speaks of
as a large trade and craft center, which occupied an
advantageous position at the intersection of caravan
routes. It assumes that a mint was functioning in
Talgar in the 11th century and, summarizing, says
that Talgar was the capital of the left-bank part of
the Ili Valley.

Kopylov LI., Kerekesha L.I. (1993:125) in the
article “Talkig (Ancient Talgar) — the fork of the
Great Silk Road”, two periods of the history of the
life of ancient Talgar — “Talkiga” are defined: the
first period from the end of the 8th century — the
first half of the 9th century to the third quarter of
the 11thcentury and the second Karakhanid-Khitan
period from the end of the 11th century to the first
the quarters of the 13th century. The beginning of
the city’s life is dated by finds in the layer of the
first-lower construction horizon of the Turkic-
Karluk ceramics and such objects of Central Asian
import as ceramic glasses on a thick stem, which
existed in Central Asia and were widespread in the
KushanEmpire, silver dirhem, minted in 1003-1004
in the Uzgend of the Ferghana region.

According to the authors, Talgar ceased to exist
in the third quarter of the 11thcentury. In connec-
tion with the fratricidal battles of Bagra Khan with
his brother Arslan Khan in 1056. It dates from the
dirhamof the third quarter of the 11th century, found
under the hollow living quarters of the second peri-
od of the city’s life (Kopylov, Kerekesha 1993:125).

Here, the authors suggest that there was a mint
in the jeweller’shouse, which minted mainly cop-
per and bronze dirhams (Kopylov, Kerekesha
1993:126).

Burnasheva R.Z. (1972:183) in the article “The
coin of Suleiman b. Daoud from the Talgar settle-
ment” casts doubt on the assumption of the exis-
tence of a mint in Talgar but does not deny the fact
that the discovery of the coin of Suleiman b. Daoud
speaks of the extensive trade relations that existed in
the 11th century between the cities of Semirechye,
Central Asia and the Middle East. To give an ex-
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ample, the discovery of a famous dish from Iran.

Later, T.V. Savelieva (1994:74-77) mentions
the coin of Suleiman B. Daoud based on the materi-
als of the excavations of the Talgar settlement as one
of the well-preserved coins among ten and refers to
coins issued in the vassal estates of Maverenakhr.

Petrov P.N., Baypakov K.M., Voyakin D.A.
(2014: 15) in the work “Coin business and mone-
tary circulation in the Great Mongolian Empire, the
states of the Chagataids and Jochids on the territory
of Kazakhstan” it is noted that Talkhir (Talgar)ex-
isted in the 13thcentury based on the cultural layer
on the site of the settlement belonging to this period.
It is also mentioned that in the second half of the
13thcentury, the city of Almaty, located next to Tal-
gar, minted silver Chagataid dirhams.

In the article by B.A. Zheleznyakov and A.
Kembayeva (2021) “Numismatic materials from the
funds of the museum-reserve “Esik”. Finds at the
settlements of Sauran and Samsy” examines the ac-
cidental finds of coins of the ancient settlement of
Samsy, found by local residents in different years.
The coins date from the Karakhanid period of the
second half of the 11thcentury, without the possibil-
ity of determining the place of minting.

New data on coins distributed in the territory of
the Almaty region are considered in the joint work
of P.N. Petrov, N.A. Atygaev, J.M. Beltenov (2023:
377) “Money on the Silk Road”. The study presents
coins minted in Almalyk and found in large quanti-
ties near the village of Dikhan in the Uygur district
and silver dirhams of the Chagataid period found
in the area of Malovodny on the Kuldzhinsky tract
near the road in 2021.

In the work of K.M. Baypakov and T.V. Save-
lyeva (2004: 150) “The ancient history of Almaty
and Zhetysu” it is noted that Almaty and the medi-
eval cities of Zhetysu were the center of active trade
— local, regional and international. Many cities had
their own mints, where copper and silver coins were
minted, as well as silver-plated copper coins. On the
territory of modern Almaty, there are coins of the
last third of the 13 century with an indication of the
place of minting — the mint of Almaty and the date.

Baypakov K.M. (2012: 159) in the study “An-
cient and medieval urbanization of Kazakhstan
(based on the research materials of the South Ka-
zakhstan complex archaeological expedition)” notes
that one worn coin was found at the Almarasan
settlement, located in the southwestern part of the
modern city.

An interesting result of the research of Almaty
in 1928, when B.N. Dublitsky and A.I. Mordukhai-
Boltovsky, when opening a small mound from a
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chain along the left bank of the Almaty River, dis-
covered among the finds a copper coin, which was
identified in the Hermitage as the coin of KingMre-
nas of northwestern India (1st century BC) (History
of Almaty, 2006: 36). And at the beginning of the
twentieth century, reports of accidental finds from
the Ili Valley appeared in archaeological publica-
tions. A coin of the 13thcentury was discovered in
the area of Verniy, and then in 1906 — a treasure of
Jagataid silver coins (Baypakov, Savelyeva, Chang,
2005: 102).

In 1979, two silver coins were found in Almaty
on the territory of the former Frontier School. In ap-
pearance, the metrology and the technique of mint-
ing the coin resembled the products of Central Asian
and East Turkestan cities of the last third of the
13th- early 14thcenturies. In 1990, two more coins
with the same tamgas (Baipakov, Savelieva, Chang,
2005: 103).

The history of the study of the Almaty mint
begins with V.N. Nastich’s (2000:267) article “Al-
maty — the 13th century Mint”, where he notes that
in the last quarter of the 13thcentury, during the
radical monetary reform in the Chagataid state, or-
ganized around 670/1271-1272 by a prominent Cen-
tral Asian figure of the Mongolian era Mas’ud B.
Mahmud al-Khvarizmi. A mint operated in a city
called Almaty, the localization of which coincides
with the modern Almaty, supplying the markets of
the city and its districts with silver coins. The coin-
age of silver dirhams was short-lived, but quite in-
tensive: it is represented by different pairs of stamps
and even different coin types and was intended pri-
marily to provide the means of circulation of the
local market, which is sufficiently remote from the
main economic centers of Transoxiana. The latter,
by the way, easily explains the absolute rarity of the
described coins, and their absence in large treasures
and among individual finds of that period in other
places of the vast yurt of Chagatai, except for the
Almaty region, located on the most remote north-
eastern outskirts of the state (Nastic, 2000:259).
Archaeological finds of earlier times known on the
territory of Alma-Ata indicate that the settlement
existed here already in the Karakhanid era.

The history of studying the mint of Almaty was
not limited only to the research of V.N. Nastich but
was supplemented by a joint article by P.N. Petrov
and A.M. Kamyshev (2005:162) “Almaty — the
mint of the Chagataid state” about two coins of the
Chagataid period discovered in Almaty in 2004 in
a private collection. According to the authors, the
beginning of coinage is always associated with the
economic needs of the region in the coin, and the de-

veloped system of denominations only emphasizes
the fact that the need for coinage was dictated by
the economic needs of the city and its district, since
small fractions of silver coins did not go far from the
place of their issue. But they leave open the question
of who ruled the city of Almaty in the 13thcentury
from the heirs of the Genghis Khan family.

Data on the mint of Almaty is updated by the
work of P.N. Petrov (2021:178) “New Year of coin-
age of silver dithams at the mint of Almaty”. Ac-
cording to the author’s research, the mint of Almaty
did not work for a long time and the volume of is-
sue of silver dirhams in the state of Chagataids was
scanty in terms of the scale of state needs for such
products. To date, the following years of coinage of
the mint of Almaty have been established: 684 AH
/1285-1286; 685 AH /1286-1287; 686 AH /1287-
1288.However,an accidental discovery in the Si-
hym area near Shymkent expands the chronological
boundaries of the coinage of Almaty dirhams. Based
on the modification of the tamga on the denomina-
tions of the mint of Almaty, it is assumed that the
beginning of the functioning of mint production is
not earlier than 679 AH /1280-1281 and until pos-
sible completion no later than 704/1304-1305, since
at the moment the author states the work of the mint
only in the 680s AH / 1280s.

In the work of P.N. Petrov, J.M. Beltenov (2023:
376) “The Third Almaty 2021: a hoard of silver
coins of the 14th century of the Chagataid Khanate”,
a treasure trove of coins found on the territory of the
sanatorium “Al-Farabi” in Almaty is recorded. The
work notes that about 1000-1200 copies of coins
minted during the Great Mongol Empire, Chaga-
taidsky ulus, Golden Horde, and the Hulaguid state
are taken into account. The bulk of the coin was
minted in Otyrar, Bukhara, Samarkand, Termez,
Almalyk (Petrov, Beltenov 2021:239). The authors
suggest that, according to the location of the three
Almaty treasures found, the medieval city of Alma-
ty was located or existed as a city administratively
uniting several neighboring settlements at the end of
the 13thcentury.

Results and discussion

The status of the history of the study of numis-
matics as one of the scientific directions opens up
the possibility of choosing to study various topics
of numismatics. In this regard, the historiography
of numismatics in Kazakhstan currently includes a
layer of scientific works that differ in the choice of
objects and subjects of research, as well as spatial
and temporal aspects of research. The main part of
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the research consists of work on archaeological ma-
terials with the inclusion of data on the study of in-
dividual coins and coin hoards. In particular, we can
note that the coins found on the territory of Almaty
have a more or less sufficient historiographical base
compared to the coins found on the territory of the
Almaty region. It should be noted that there is no
information about the whereabouts of most of the
coins found. In turn, the lack of scientific fixation
oncoins negatively affects the peculiarity and trend
of the development of the political and economic
system of the state.

According to the data in the reviewed studies,
Chagataid coins are found in the largest number,
followed by coins of the Karakhanid, Ugedeid and
Juchid periods in equal parts. The widespread use
of Chagataid coins confirms the economic develop-
ment and, consequently, monetary circulation in the
ChagataidUlus. The name of the frequently found

Table 1 — Distribution of coins

Almalyk, Parab, Termez, Bukhara, Uzgend and
Khorezm mints on the coinage indicates the close
development of trade and cooperation between the
cities (Table 1).

Hoardswith a large number of coins were found
on the territory of Almaty and its district, it is inter-
esting that there are no denominations with the mint
“Almaty” in these treasures. Based on this, it is pos-
sible to state with confidence about the established
economic relations between the cities and the ad-
vantageous location on the caravan routes (Table 1).

It should also be noted here that the mints of the
capital city of Almalyk and Almaty are represented
as two separate mints. According to research data,
we can see that Almalyk coins were found on the
territory of the Uygur district of the Almaty region,
and Almatu coins on the territory of Almaty, and
according to the latest data on the territory of Shy-
mkent.

. . . Minting Year of
Name Place of discovery Quantity Material | Dynasty Chronology centar discovery
- copper S0
. The southwestern . The .
Coin . - Silver . - - centuries
outskirts of Vernoye Chagataids 90
1 gold
. The village of 13th or17®
flek coin BolshayaAlmatinka ! copper century 1903
1331
1346
. . The 1325
Coin Unknown 10 silver Chagataids . Bukhara 1910
Termez
1331
1335
A hoard of
silver and Silver
copper coins Near Issyk 500 Conper - - - 1914
with Arabic PP
inscriptions
Coin Alekseevskoye ) Silver The i ) )
settlement Chagataids
. . . The 13 th -15th
Coin Botanical garden - Silver Chagataids century - -
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Continuation of the table

. . . Minting Year of
Name Place of discovery Quantity Material | Dynasty Chronology centar discovery
. 1 Gold
Almaty, Tursib
Coin holiday home on the 1 Copper - - - -
Kamenskoye plateau ;
14 Silver
A hogrd of The village of Koram - Copper - - - -
coin
Coin Chilik settlement 1 Silver - - - 1956
10" —12™
39 Copper centuries - 1964
Coin Talgar (Talkhiz) Karakhanids -
7 Silver 1003-1004 | 1com~ 1965
Uzgend
Coin Samsy - Copper | Karakhanids | 11™ centuries - -
Karakhanids I coin =
the end of the Parab
th _
Ahoard of | the village of Dikhan 75 Silver The &i ;:;it:ll:l}i,ng 61 coins — 2021-
coin Uygur district Chagataids of the 13" Almalyk 2022
century 13 coins —
unclear
. Silver The
Coin Almaty,Malovodnoe - Chagataids - - -
Coin Almaty,Almarasan 1 - - - - -
. Almaty,The left bank
Coin of Malaya Almatinka ! i ) ) ) 1928
First Almat AlmE(litl}'nl,te(r}s()er::lt}i/cfl}ll s Silver There are The latest Otyrar
Y . 1386 Juchiddangs | 730h.y., 14" Ly 1978
hoard of Minaev and resent centu Khorezm
Akhmedyarov streets) P Y
Second Almaty,Border guard Silver The "
Almaty hoard School 10-12 Ogedeids 13" century Almatu 1979
. . . 615 eks .
Third Almaty Almaty, «Al- Approximately Silver _ The The latest is ) 2021
hoard Farabi»Sanatorium 1000-1200 . 734 h.y.
Chagataids
. Silver The "
Coin Almaty 2 Chagataids 13™ century Almatu 2004
. Sizym district, Silver The "
Coin Shymkent Chagataids 13™ century Almatu 2021
A hoard of The latest is
coin Kaskelen - - . 760 h.y./1360 . 1892
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Conclusion

In the article, we examined the history of the
study of numismatics in Almaty and the Almaty re-
gion. An analysis of the bibliography accumulated
over the entire period of research activity allows us
to conclude that research in the field of the history
of archaeology related to the study of numismatics
in Almaty and the Almaty region has not yet been
fully developed.

Thus, mentions of the study of coins in primary
documentary research have been found since the 50s
of the twentieth century, and in scientific articles
since the 1970s. According to the scientific works,
the most ancient coin is the coin of King Mrenas,
which indicates a developed system of international
relations.

Prior to the introduction into circulation of de-
nominations of Proto-Karakhanid coins, other coins
of the early Middle Ages period in the territory of
the city of Almaty and the Almaty region were not
recorded in studies. The finds of Karakhanid cop-
per dirhams indicate the beginning of economic and
political development in this region and, as a result,
scientists have suggested the likely functioning of

the mint in Talgar during the Karakhanid period.
The prevalence of silver Chagataid coins indicates
that the region, and precisely the territory of the city
of Almaty, played a political role during the reign of
the Mongol khans.

Also, to date, there is no special monograph
on numismatics of this territory in the historiog-
raphy of the study of numismatic material of the
city of Almaty and the Almaty region. Informa-
tion about numismatics is found in the context of
individual monographs on archaeological finds
or on urbanization. In this regard, it should be
noted that articles and monographs mentioning
individual coins were considered together, since
some articles have a broader attribution of the
coin.
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