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RESULT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH WORK,
CONDUCTED IN THE ANCIENT SETTLEMENT
OF KULTOBE IN 2023

It is known that the history of Keles dates back to the Stone Age. The fact that mankind has lived in
this region since the Stone Age is evidenced by the sites, located on the slopes of the Kazygurt moun-
tains. As a result of archaeological research was revealed that the ancient peoples who lived in the Keles
steppe were engaged in agriculture, as well as nomadic cattle breeding, even built cities and formed the
first urban culture in the region. In the Middle Ages, the Keles plain became an important center of the
Great Silk Road, which connected the settlements of Sairam and Shymkent with the city of Shash and
from the city of Shash with the cities of Baiyrkum, Sutkent, Otyrar and Yassy. Thus, the trade and art,
agriculture and animal husbandry of the settlements of the Keles plain developed simultaneously and
became the basis for the formation of urban culture. Purpose: In the article, we set ourselves the task
to study, analyze and enter into scientific circulation the topographic structure of the town of Kultobe,
the architectural features of residential buildings and the defense system, which are still not fully stud-
ied. Scientific novelty: on a scientific basis, the topographic structure of the town of Kultobe and the
features of development were analyzed, similarities and differences with monuments of the said type
in neighboring regions were discussed, and scientific conclusions were made. Research method: using
modern technologies and research methods, the topographic structure of the town has been studied us-
ing computer programs ArcGis, AutoCad and ArcMap, aerial and ground-based satellite imagery, as well
as GIS technologies. In addition, archaeometric analyses were carried out in the course of the studies
to determine the composition of clay vessels and the technology of their manufacture, as well as C14
(radiocarbon) analysis based on natural science research methods. Results: The topographic structure
and fortification of the town of Kultobe were similar to the ancient cities of the Tashkent oasis. During
the excavations, it was established that the upper building layer belongs to the 8"-9t cc, and the lower
construction layer — to the 2n-3r cc.
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Exxeari Kyate6e kaAawubiFbiHA@ 2023 XKbIAbl XKYpPri3iAreH
APXEOAOTMSADbIK, 3ePTTeY XYMbICTapPbIHbIH, HOTH)KEAepi

Keaec eHipiHiH Tapuxbl CoHay Tac AdyipiHeH 6acTay aAatbiHAbIFbI GeAriAl. KasbiFypT Tay
GekTepiHAe OpHaAackaH TypakTap eHipae asamsar 6asacbiHbiH COHay Tac A@yipiHeH 6epi emip
CYpin KeAe >KaTKaHABIFbIHbIH, KyacCi 60AyAa. APXEOAOTMSABIK, 3€PTTEY XKYMbICTAPAbIH HOTUXKECIHAE
Keaec AanacblHAQ MEKEHAEreH EeXKEATi XaAblKTap KeLMeAi MaA LiapyallblAblFbIMEH KaTap eriH
LUapyaLlbIAbIFBIMEH A€ afHAABICKQHABIFbI, TiNTi KaAaAap TYPFbI3bI3biM, OHIPAEri aAfallKbl KAAAAbIK,
MBAEHMETTI KaAbINTaCTbIpFaHAbIFbl aHbikTaayad. Keaec apanacbl opta facbipaapaa Caipam >keHe
LLIbIMKeHT KaaarapbiH LLaw kaaacbimeH, LLaw kaaacbiHaHd barbipkym, CyTkeHT, OTbipap >keHe Scchbl
KaAaAapbiMeH 6arAaHbICTbIpbIN TypFaH YAbl XKibeK >KOAbIHbIH MaHbI3Abl OpTaAblKTapblHa alHAAAbI.
Ocblnatia Keaec poanacbiHAAFbl KAAaLLbIK TAPAbIH CayAACbl MEH BHEPI, eTiHLLIAITi MEH MaA LLiapyaLlbIAbIF bl
KaTap Aamblf, KaAaAblK, MOAEHUETTIH KaAblMTacyblHa Heri 6OAAbl. MakcaTbl: Makaaaaa OCbl KyHre
AEMiH TOAbIK, 3epTTeamereH Kyate6e KaAallblFbIHbIH TOMOrpachrsiAbIK, KYPbIAbIMbIH, KYPAbIC KabaTTapsbl
GOMbIHLIA TYPFbIH YMAEPAIH apXMTEKTYpPaAbIK, epeKLIEAIKTEPIH XXOHe KOPFaHbIC >XYMeciH 3epTTer,
TaAAQn, FbIAbIMM aMHaAbIMFA EHri3yAl MakcaT eTTiK. FbiAbIMUM KaHaAbiFbl: KyATe6e KaAalubIfblHbIH
TOMOrpPahUSAAbIK, KYPAbIMbI MEH KYPABIC Ka66aTTapblHbIH, epeKLIEAIKTEpPI FbIAbIMU HETi3AE€ TaAAQHbIM,
KepLliAneC arMakTapAarbl aTaAMbIW YATIAEri ecKepTKillTEPMEH YKCAaCTbIFbl MeH aiblpMaLLbIAbIFbI
TAAKbIAAHBIM, FbIABIMU TY)XXYPbIMAQP >KaCaAblHAbL. 3epTTey oAici: 3amaHayn TEeXHOAOrMSAap MeH
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3epTTey sAicTepiH koaaaHa oTbipbin ArcGis, AutoCad xeHe ArcMap KoMmnioTepAik 6arAapAamaapAbl,
aspohoTocypeTTep MeH xXep 6eTiH CNyTHUKTIK TyCipiAiMAEpAI >kaHe [T ADK TEXHOAOTMSIAAPbIH NaiAaAaHa
OTBIPbIN KAAALLbIKTbIH TOMOrpagusAbIK, KYPAbIMbl 3epTTeaai. COHbIMEH KaTap, 3epTTey >KYMbICTapbl
6apbICbIHAQ XKApPaTbIAbICTAHY FbIAbIM CaAaCbiHbIH, 3epTTey aaicTepi HerisiHae C14 (paArMoKemMipTekTi)
aHaAM3IMEeH KaTtap, Ca3 bIABICTAPAbIH, KYPaMblH YKOHE >KAaCaAy TEXHOAOTMSCHIH aHbIKTay MakcaTbliHAA
APXEOMETPUSIAbIK, aHAAM3BAEP >KacaAblHAbl. HoTumkeaep: Kyatebe KaAalbiFbiHbIH TOMOrPAUSIAbIK,
KYPAbIMbI, (hopTrdmKaumsachl TalKeH 0a3snCiHAETT eXXeAri KaAaLlbIKTapPMEH YKCaCTbIFbl OEATIAI BOAADI.
Kasz6a >kyMbiCcTapbl 6apbiCbiHAQ aHbIKTaAFaH >KOFapFbl KypAbIC KabaTbiHbiH VII-IX £F THeciAi ekeHAri,

aA TeMeHri KypAbic KabaTbitbiH -l £F >kaTaTbiHABIFbI GEATIAI GOAADI.
Tyiin  cesaep: Cbipaapus, Kenec, Kyatebe, kaaawblk, cTpaturpacdus, Tonorpadus,
opTrdmkaums.
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Pe3yAbTaTbl apXeoAOrM4eCKMX UCCAGAOBAHHUH
Ha ropoamiue Kyabto6e B 2023 roay

M3BeCTHO, UTO UCTOPMS KeAecCcKoro permoHa BOCXOAMUT K AQAEKOMY KaMeHHOMY Beky. CTOSHKM
KaMEHHOro Beka, PaCrOAOXKEHHbIE B MPeAropbsax Kasbirypra, CBUAETEALCTBYIOT O TOM, UYTO 06>XKMBaTb
pervMoH AIOAM CTaAM ellle C APEeBHeMLIMX BpemeH. Pe3yAbTaTbl apXEOAOrMYecKMX WMCCAEAOBaHUM
rnokasaAu, APEBHME HapOAbl, HAaCeASBLUME PErmoOH 3aHMMAaAMCb Kak KOYEBbIM CKOTOBOACTBOM, TakK M
3eMAEAEAMEM, AaXKe CTPOMAM FOPOAA M YYaCTBOBAAM B CAOXKEHUM B PErrMoHe rOpPOACKOM KYAbTYpbI.
Keaecckag cTenb cTana BaXkHbIM LIeHTpom Beamkoro LLIeAKkoBOro nyTu, KOTOpbI B CpeAHWE Beka
coeamHsA ropoaa Caripam m LLIbiMkeHT ¢ ropoaom LLlawl, 1 aanee ¢ ropopamu baiibipkym, CyTKeHT,
Ortpap v Sccbl. Takmm 06pasom, B Keaecckux CTensix napasAeAbHO Pa3BUBAAMCH TOPTOBAS M UCKYCCTBO,
CEAbCKOE XO3SMCTBO M XMBOTHOBOACTBO, 3TO CMOCOBCTBOBAAO (hOPMUPOBAHMIO FTOPOACKOI KYAbTYPbl.
Lleab: B cTaTbe Mbl MOCTaBMAM Niepes coboi 3aaavy M3yunTb, MPOAHAAM3MPOBATH M BBECTU B HayUHbIiA
060poT Tonorpacuueckoe crpoeHune roposa Kyabtobe, apxmtekTypHble 0COOEHHOCTM SKMAbIX AOMOB
1 060POHHOW CUCTEMbI, KOTOPbIE A0 CUX MOP He M3yueHbl A0 KOHUA. HayuHas HOBM3HA: HA HAy4HOW
OCHOBE MpOaHaAM3MPOBaHO Tonorpaduueckoe ctpoeHune ropoaa Kyabtobe n 0co6eHHOCTH 3aCTPOIKHK,
006CY>KAEHbI CXOACTBA M PA3AMUMS C MAaMSTHMKAMM YKA3aHHOIO TMMa B COCEAHMX PErmoHax, a Takxe
CAEAaHbl HayuyHble BbIBOAbl. MeToA MCCAEAOBaHMS: C WUCMOAb30BaHMEM COBPEMEHHBIX TEXHOAOTMIA
M METOAOB WMCCAEAOBaHMS M3yyeHa Tonorpaduyeckas CTPyKTypa ropoaa C MCMOAb30BaHWMEM
KomrbtoTepHbix nporpamm ArcGis, AutoCad 1 ArcMap, aspoOTOCHUMKOB M CMYTHUKOBbBIX CHUMKOB
3eMHOI NoBEPXHOCTH, a Takxke [ MC-TexHoAaormi. Kpome Toro, B XoAe UCCAEAOBaHMI ObIAV MPOBEAEHDI
apxeoMeTpuyeckme aHaAM3bl AAS OMPEAEAEHMS COCTaBa TFAMHSIHbIX COCYAOB WM TEXHOAOTMM KX
n3rotoBAeHus, a Takxxe C14 (paAMOYrAepOAHbI) aHAaAM3 Ha OCHOBE METOAOB MCCAEAOBaHMSI 06AaCTH
€CTeCTBEHHbIX HayK. Pe3yabTatbi: Tonorpadguueckoe crpoeHune n optudukaums roposa Kyabtobe
ObIAM QHAAOTMYUHbI APEBHUM ropoAam TalKeHTCKOro oasuca. B xoae packonok 6blAO yCTaHOBAEHO,
UTO BEPXHUI CTPOUTEABHbIN CAOM OTHOCUTCS K VIII-IX Bekam, a HUXKHMIM CTpOUTEAbHbIN cAoM — KO |I-11]
BEKam.

KaoueBbie caoBa: Cbippaapbsi, Keaec, KyabtoGe, ropoamule, crtpaturpacus, Tonorpadms,
opTrdmkaums.

Introduction

The settlement of Kultobe is located in the mid-
dle reaches of the Syrdarya River, at the confluence
of the Keles River with the Syrdarya River (2 km
southwest of the village of G. Muratbayev, Keles
district, Turkestan region). Geographical coordi-
nates of the settlement of Kultobe: N 4540702.838,
E 467896.822, altitude above sea level — 234,000
m. The total area of the settlement is 8.5 hectares.
If we look at the historical topography of the sites
of the region, there are ancient sites of Karatobe,
Kaunshytepe, Zhuantobe, Aktepe, Shash, etc. in

the east and south of the city, the sites of Utirto-
be, Aktobe, Shaushykumtobe, Shardara, Suskent,
Baiyrkum and others are located in the north and
west. Due to the Kurkeles, Keles, Shyrshik and
Angren rivers flowing into the Syrdarya River, this
region is one of the regions of Central Asia suitable
for semi-nomadic cattle breeding and agriculture,
abundant water resources and comfortable for hu-
man life. According to the cities and large settle-
ments located along the above-mentioned rivers,
it can be understood that the Keles district was a
natural border between the peoples engaged in no-
madic animal husbandry and in sedentary agricul-
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ture. This is due to the fact that the Syrdarya valley,
rich in deep rivers, was concentrated in the south of
the Keles district, where sedentary peoples whose
economy was based on agriculture were concen-
trated and in the north of the Keles district, in the
area of the city, peoples whose main occupation
was animal husbandry, lived in the steppe with hol-
lows and mountain ranges.

According the ancient history of Keles, it is
known that the earliest traces of life in the region
belong to the ancient Stone Age, when hunters and
gatherers lived in caves on the banks of Mountain
Rivers and springs (Taleev, 1995: 7). In 1973-1974,
during the research conducted by the South Kazakh-
stan archaeological expedition led by Kh.A. Alpys-
bayev, the Early Stone epoch and Middle Stone Age
settlements such as Zhalpaksu I, II, III, Susingen,
Zhalgyzarsha 1, II, III originating from the river
Keles and located on the slopes of the Karzhantau,
Ogem, Kosmola, Kazygurt ridges, were discovered
(Alpysbaev, 1978: 120-125; Taymaganbetov, 1990:
18-21). These places are evidence of the existence
of people in this region since the Stone Age. Due to
the incomplete study of the Keles region, the data
on Bronze Age sites of the region are practically
absent. In the Early Iron Age, Central Asia was in-
habited by the Saka tribes who formed a nomadic
culture. In the ancient Achaemenid records, these
tribes were divided into three groups: Saka — Tigra-
haudas, Saka — Haumavargas, Saka — Paradarayas.
A number of scientists who conducted research on
the Saka tribes put forward the opinion that the Saka
Tigrahauda inhabited the southern territories of Sha-
sha, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan (Akishev, 1963:
16-17). Based on these data, it can be concluded that
the Saka Tigrahauda lived in the Keles area during
the Early Iron Age. In his works A.Kh. Margulan
mentioned the possibility of belonging of such an-
cient settlements as Zhartytobe and Karatobe along
the Keles River to the Saka tribes (Margulan, 1950:
16-17). In our opinion, the sites of these tribes may
be settlements, cities and burials, which were found
in large numbers in river basins with abundant wa-
ter. This opinion is also confirmed by the burials
identified at the Zhaman-Togay burial ground un-
der the Shardara reservoir (Maksimova et. al., 1968:
174-192). E.I. Ageeva and G.I. Patsevich who has
been conducting research on the site of the Shardara
reservoir in the Keles district for many years, gave a
satisfactory opinion that the Saka tribes, living in the
region, were engaged in semi-nomadic animal hus-
bandry and agriculture, even built cities and formed
the first urban culture in the region (Ageeva, Pace-
vich, 1958: 8).
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One of the ancient tribes living in this region
Kanly (2 c. BC -. 6" ¢. AD) in the south from the
region, in the north to the Aral Sea and in the east
from the slopes of Karatau to the Talas River, they
ruled at the state level and formed the Kanly culture
(Bichurin, 1950: 149-151; Baypakov, Taymagam-
betov, 2009: 160-163; Zholdasbayuly, 1995: 42;
Mynzhan, 1994: 91; Taleev, 1993: 34-36). The sci-
entists such as G.V. Grigoriev, S.P. Tolstov, A.N.
Bernstam, L.M. Levina who studied the Kanly cul-
ture for many years, divided the Kanly culture into
three groups depending on regional characteristics.
These cultures were called with the names of the
sites such as Kauynshy, Otyrar-Karatau and Zhet-
yasar cultures where the first large-scale studies
were conducted (Ageeva, Pacevich, 1958: 9-60;
Levina, 1971: 193-224; Baypakov, Taymagambe-
tov, 2009: 208-230).

The territory of the Kauynshy culture of the Kan-
ly people includes the middle course of the Syrdar-
ya, the valleys of the Kurkeles, Keles, Shyrshyk and
Angren rivers, that is, the Tashkent oasis. In 1934-
1938, as a result of many years of research by the
Yangiyul archaeological expedition under the lead-
ership of Grigoriyev, the sites of the Kanly culture
in the Tashkent oasis were studied at a high level
and it was given the name of the Kaunshytobe site
— “Kaunshy culture”, where the first studies were
conducted (Levina, 1971: 90-91; Baypakov, Tay-
magambetov, 2009: 220).

It can be seen that the sites in the valleys of
the Kurkeles and Keles rivers in the Kanly tribal
areas have been hastily and less studied. For this
reason, since 2017, the scientists from the Kozha
Akhmet Yasavi International Kazakh-Turkish
University, the Research Institute of Archaeolo-
gy, the Kazakh National University named after
Al-Farabi and the Shymkent Pedagogical Univer-
sity have been conducting research in the settle-
ment of Kultobe and the Myntobe burial ground,
located in the lower reaches of the Keles River
(Zhetibaev et. al., 2020: 409-419; Taleev t.0.,
2019: 48-62; Eleuov et. al., 2020: 195-200; Po-
dushkin, Donec, 2018: 99-104; Podushkin, 2019:
153-167; Sizdikov et. al., 2023: 192-201). As a
result of archaeological research conducted to this
day, a large number of relics belonging to the Kan-
ly tribes have been discovered (Fig.1-2) (Sizdikov
et. al.,, 2022: 235-246; Gursoy et. al.,, 2023: 225-
243; Gursoy et. al.,, 2023: 144-162). In the upper
construction layer of the settlement of Kultobe,
many parts of clay vessels, dating back to the end
of the Kanly period, were found and in the lower
layers — the fragments of clay vessels dating back
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to the early period. In the article, we considered
advisable to study, analyze and introduce into sci-
entific circulation the topographic structure of the

settlement of Kultobe, the architectural features
of residential buildings and the defence system,
which has not been fully studied.

Figure 2 — Jars found in Myntobe cemetery

Materials and methods

When writing the article, along with archaeolog-
ical data, the works of local historians and travellers
who studied the region, were widely used. Based on
the works of local historians and travellers, infor-
mation about the ancient history and toponymy of
the region was obtained, as well as important infor-
mation about the topographic structure, construc-
tion layers and chronology of the settlement, the
material culture of the inhabitants of the settlement
were collected on the base of archaeological data. In
addition, during the research, archacometric analy-
ses were carried out to determine the composition
of clay vessels and their manufacturing technology,
as well as C14 (radiocarbon) analysis based on re-

search methods in the field of natural sciences. In
order to determine the economy of the ancient in-
habitants of the region, the archaeological and pale-
ozoological studies of osteological materials, found
during excavations, are carried out. Using modern
technologies and research methods, the topographic
structure of the settlement was studied using the pro-
grams ArcGIS, AutoCAD and computer programs
ArcMap, aerial photographs and satellite images of
the earth’s surface and GIS technologies.

Results
The site is located on the right bank of the

Syrdarya River, at the confluence of the Keles Riv-
er with the Syrdarya River. As for the topographic
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structure of the ancient settlement of Kultobe, the
archaeological site is located on a high terrace to
the east of the water zone (Fig.3). The settlement is
clearly visible from the relief of the earth. The set-
tlement consists of parts of the citadel, Shahristan
and Rabad, as well as early medieval towns (Fig.4).
The citadel and Shahristan are connected to each
other by high fortress walls surrounding the settle-
ment. In the southwestern part of the square-shaped
Shahristan, surrounded by a high fortress wall,
there is a citadel surrounded by a high square for-
tress wall. There were the only gates to Shahristan
and the citadel of the city. The gates are oriented to
the north. Analyzing the work of scientists study-
ing the fortification of early medieval towns, it be-
came clear that the gates of early medieval towns
are oriented to the north. This opinion is based on
the gates which are oriented to the North of the
settlements of ancient Khanabad in the Tashkent

oasis, Kalatepa (Iskitepa), Seviltepa (Munchak-
tepa), Pushti Mahmud, Aktepa, Kyrkjangitepa,
etc. (Buryakov, 1982: 12-41). Currently, the Ra-
bad part of the town has not been preserved due to
the fact that the suburb of the town has turned into
arable land. The Shahristan of the settlement has
been preserved as a high square-shaped hill with
rounded corners. Most of the ancient settlements
located in the Tashkent oasis and the valley of the
Keles River, have a square or oval shape, which
makes the ancient settlements similar to each other
in topographical structure. The total length of the
fortress wall surrounding the Shahristan part of the
settlement is 310 m in the East-West direction and
220 m in the South-North direction. The surface
of Shahristan is flat; there are no traces of street
or construction sites on the topography. The depth
of the cultural layer is unknown due to the lack of
excavations in the Sharkhristan part of the city.

Figure 3 — Aerial view of Kultobe town

If we look at the topography of the city, we can
see that a high round hill adjoins the eastern part of
the fortress wall of Shahristan. As for the topograph-
ic structure of the specified hill, the hill has a round
shape, the surface is flat, surrounded by high walls.
The northwestern part of the hill protrudes slightly
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forward. The total diameter of the roof is 55 m. If
we take the topography of the mentioned hill as a
basis, it is known that there is a large-scale struc-
ture under the mound. In our opinion, there could
be a temple or a public building under the roof of
the early period that served the townspeople. This
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opinion is confirmed by the temple opened under a
round hill, located in the Rabad part in the city of
Kuva of the Ferghana region (Mirzaahmedov et. al.,
2008: 189-209). What kind of structure is under the
roof will be determined during future archaeological
excavations.

According to the topographic structure of the
city citadel, it becomes clear that the citadel consists
of two parts. The citadel of the city has been pre-
served in the form of a square high hill with rounded
corners. That is, the eastern and northern parts of
the citadel are surrounded by a high fortress with
vertical walls, the southern part adjoins the river and
the western part is slightly steep. The total length of
the fortress wall surrounding the citadel part of the
city is 120 m in the east-west direction and 100 m in
the south-north direction. The entrance to the citadel
was through one gate. The citadel gate is located in
the middle of the north wall facing north. The top of
the fortress with vertical walls surrounding the cita-
del is flat and there are no traces of streets or build-
ings in its topography. There is a high round hill in
the central part of the citadel. The northwestern part
of the hill protrudes slightly forward. The total di-
ameter of the roof is 40 m. If we take the topogra-
phy of the mentioned hill as a basis, it is known that
there is a large-scale structure under the mound.

In our opinion, the palace of the city ruler
or a public building (temple) serving the urban
population could be located under the roof in the
central part of the citadel. In 2017, the Turan ar-
chaeological expedition led by Doctor of Medical
Sciences, Professor M. Eleuov, conducted archae-
ological excavations on a round hill, located in
the central part of the citadel. During the research
work, whole ruins of adobe structures were dis-
covered at the excavation site. During the clean-
ing work, it became known that the ruins of adobe
structures continue from the reference point to a
depth of 1-1.3 m. At a depth of 1.3-1.4 m from
the reference point, the ruins of a very poorly pre-
served thick wall were revealed. Due to the poor
preservation of the wall, it was not possible to
determine the design of any building. During the
cleaning work, it was found that the dimensions
of the ruins of adobe structures are 22x50x10 cm,
21x48x9.5 cm. According to the head of the expe-
dition, Ph.D., Professor M. Yeleuov, the sizes of
the discovered adobe structures correspond to the
sizes of adobe structures, found in the buildings
of the Kanly period, discovered during the exca-
vations of the Shardara archaeological expedition
in the settlements of Aktobe and Shaushykkumto-
be (Eleuov et. al., 2020: 195-199).

Kynrebe
KaJlambIi¥ bIHBIH

Figure 4 — Topographical structure of Kultobe town
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In the course of excavations at a depth of 1.4 m
from the reference point, a second construction layer
was discovered, which was poorly preserved. A long
lobby, two living rooms and courtyard oriented from
southeast to northwest belonging to the aforemen-
tioned construction layer were opened. During the
cleaning work, the hearths and fireplaces were identi-
fied as the interiors of living rooms. It was found that
ceramics with sizes 22x50x10 cm, 21x48x9.5 cm were
used in the dwelling construction (Eleuov et. al., 2020:
195-199). Clay vessels, found during excavations, are
similar clay vessels, discovered in the settlemets of
Aktobe I, Aktobe II, Shaushykumtobe and Kauyinshy-
tobe, Alimbaytobe, etc. in the Tashkent oasis.

Discussion

In 2023, a stratigraphic excavation was made
in the eastern part of the citadel in the north-east,
south-west direction of the settlement of Kultobe.
Stratigraphic excavations were carried out to deter-
mine the structural layers of the citadel part of the
settlement, its age, periods of formation, develop-
ment and decline of the city, defence system, plan of
residential complexes, economy and lifestyle of the
settlement, ancient inhabitants, features of the con-
struction and functioning of the settlement. The ex-
cavation site was conditionally designated as exca-
vation No.l. The construction objects belonging to
6 construction layers in the area of the stratigraphic
excavation is 17x8 m extending from the reference

point to a depth of 7.5 m, have been identified (Fig.
5). Valuable data on the architectural features of the
construction objects of each construction layer, de-
fence system, chronology of the construction layers
and production of ceramics have been obtained.

During the excavations, a living room belong-
ing to the first construction layer was discovered
at a depth of 0.5 m from the reference point. The
room size is 6x4.2 m, the wall width is 1.2 m and
the remaining height is 0.3 m. It turned out that the
walls were built of clay measuring 40x26x11 cm.
The hearth made of river stone was found along the
northern wall of the room and a garbage pit was
found in the southwestern corner. The living room is
designed based on early medieval residential archi-
tecture. The traces of a massive fire were found in
the northwestern part of the excavation. At the same
time, in the course of our research work, it became
known that at later stages the site of the city, pre-
served in the form of a high hill, became the burial
of residents who lived there. This is due to the fact
that during excavations at a depth of 0.7-1 m from
the reference point, several burials were discovered.
The skeletons were laid anatomically — lying on
their backs, the head was directed to the northwest,
the face was turned upwards or to the southwest,
two arms and two legs were positioned vertically,
their length are 1.1-1.65 m. During the excavations
of the mentioned graves, it became known that the
building objects belonging to the first construction
layer were damaged.

Figure 5 — Aerial view of the excavation site

240



B.S. Sizdikov et al.

During the research work, a living room be-
longing to the second construction layer was iden-
tified at a depth of 1.25 m from the reference point.
A total area of the living room is 6.5 x 5.1 m. The
western and northern walls of the room are con-
nected to the walls of the upper construction layers.
During the excavations, a living room belonging
to the third construction layer was identified at the
depth of 2.15 m from reference point. The room
is located in the south-east north-west direction.
The defined total area of the living room is 5.25
x 3.75 m. The entrance to the room is oriented to
the southeast; there is “IT” shaped sufa inside. In
the course of the cleaning work, it became known
that the surface of sufa was smeared with clay
mixed with grass. As we saw above, the western
wall of the room is connected to the walls of the
upper construction layers. 6-8 cm thick traces of
fire was found on the floor of the room. 3 rooms
of an apartment building belonging to the fourth

construction layer at a depth of 2.65 m from the
landmark were identified and studied. The rooms
are arranged longitudinally from southwest to
northeast. When cleaning the floor of the room, a
part of a clay vessel with a zoomorphic handle was
identified. It is known that this vessel was used for
ritual purposes. These vessel samples were widely
used by the Kanly tribes in 1% ¢. BC. — 3" ¢. AD
(Sizdikov et. al., 2022: 235-246). At the depth of
3.6 m from the reference point, the fortress wall
of the settlement of the fifth construction layer and
two living rooms of the inner part of the fortress
wall were revealed. At the depth of 4.9 m from the
reference point, two rooms of dwelling belonging
to the sixth construction layer, built close to the
fortress wall and the fortress wall, were identified.
When cleaning the floors of residential premises,
a part of a bowl with a zoomorphic handle, figure
with a ram’s head and a large number of handmade
ceramic products were found (Fig. 6).

Figure 5 — Aerial view of the stratigraphic excavation

Conclusion

In conclusion, it should be noted that the earliest
traces of life in the Keles area date back to the an-
cient Stone Age, hunters and gatherers lived in caves
on the banks of Mountain Rivers and streams, the
settlement of the Saka-Tigrahauds, who are consid-

ered a branch of the Sakas tribes that formed a no-
madic culture in Central Asia in the Early Iron Age
and their semi-nomadic cattle breeding along with
agriculture. It is established that they were engaged
in agriculture and even formed the first urban cul-
ture in the region and built high fortified cities. The
topographical structure of the settlement of Kultobe,
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considered one of the ancient settlements of the re-
gion, has been studied and it has been established
that the city consists of citadel, Shahristan and Ra-
bad parts. The fortification of the settlement of Kul-
tobe, surrounded by a high fortress wall around the
citadel and shakhristan, was known for its similarity
to the ancient settlements of the Tashkent oasis.
Analyzing the physical data obtained during the
excavations, it was found that the upper construction
layer dates back to the 8"-9% cc. That is, it became
known that during the Arab invasion of Central Asia
in the 8™ century, the city was invaded, as a result of
which the source of life in the city was ceased. This
conclusion is confirmed by the traces of fire, found
on the floor of the first construction layer. Accord-
ing to the material data obtained, including the frag-
ments of clay vessels, it was found that the lower

sixth contruction layer was built in the 1* c. BC. It
has been established that it coincides with the first
centuries, that is, with the Kanly period. In our opin-
ion, the population of the settlement lived peaceful-
ly in the 2" -6 centuries, i.e. during the period of
peace and prosperity of the Kanly period, whereas in
the 7% -9™ centuries it was going through a period of
decline due to invasions the Arabs and others. This
opinion is evidenced by the architectural structure of
the construction layers, the found artifacts and the
identified traces of fires.

The article was prepared on the basis of the
scientific project AP19678134 «Carrying out ar-
chaeological and interdisciplinary research on the
ancient settlement of Kultobe located in the Keles
regiony.
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