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INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORY OF ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS
IN KAZAKHSTAN: ITS HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

This study aimed at analyzing the institutional repository of academic institutions in Kazakhstan
in promoting open access with the focus in its history and development. Specific objectives of the
study were to analyze the registration year of the institutional repository, the type of contents, and the
subjects found in an institutional repository of each academic institution in Open Directory of Open
Access Repository. Both quantitative and qualitative approaches were employed. Webometrics and
content analysis were methods used in data collection and analysis. Data was collected directly from
the Directory of Open Access Repository. Microsoft Office Excel 2010 was used to analyze quantitative
data. The findings of the study reveal the inconsistency of the registrations of the academic institutional
repositories to the Open Directory of Open Access Repository in terms of the year. On the other hand,
findings reveal the registration of only eight institutional repositories into the Open Directory of Open
Access Repository among hundreds of academic institutions in Kazakhstan in which only one institu-
tional repository among the top five rated universities was observed. Furthermore, findings indicate the
dominance of journal articles as the main type of content that almost all institutional repositories added
to the Open Directory of Open Access Repository. Additionally, findings show the dominance of arts,
science, technology, humanities, social science, and health and medicine as the main subjects added
by the majority of institutional repositories added to the Open Directory of Open Access Repository.
The study concludes that when comparing with finding of the similar studies from foreign countries, the
registration of institutional repositories of academic institutions in Kazakhstan to the Open Directory
of Open Access Repository is not encouraging and therefore limits open access. The study therefore,
recommends more registration of institutional repositories of academic institutions to the Open Direc-
tory of Open Access Repository particularly the top-ranked universities in order to increase the visibility
of scholarly works globally and therefore increase the reputations and prestige of the universities of
Kazakhstan but more importantly to promote open access. Also, priority should be given to theses and
dissertations to be added to the institutional repositories as they also contribute to increasing the reputa-
tions of the academic institutions.

Key words: Institutional repository, digitization, Kazakhstan, open access, Directory of Open Access
Repository.

M.E. Kanbuka*, P.O. CaabikoBa
OA-Dapabu aTbiHAaFbl Kasak, yATTbIK, yHUBepcuTeTi, KasakcTaH, AAMathl K.
e-mail: kanyikam87@gmail.com
Ka3akcTaHAaFbl akaAeMMUSIAbIK, MHCTUTYTTAPAbIH, MUHCTUTYTTbIK,
Perno3uTopuiii: OHbIH, TApUXbl M€H AaMybl

ByA 3epTTey >KYMbICbIHbIH, MakcaTbl — Ka3sakcTaHAaFbl akKaAEMMSIAbIK, MHCTUTYTTapAbIH, MHCTU-
TYLUMOHAAABIK, PENO3UTOPUNAEPIHIH alLIbIK, KOAYKETIMAIAIKTI KAMTAMAChI3 ETYAET | POAI: OHbIH, TApMXbl MEH
AaMYyblIH TaApayFa OaFbITTaAFaH. MakaAaAa KOMbIAFAH MIHAETTEP: MHCTUTYLIMOHAAADIK, PEMO3UTOPUIAAbIH
TipkeAy xblAblH Taaaay, Open Directory of Open Access Repository 6asacbiHAarbl 9p6ip akaAEeMUSAbIK,
WHCTUTYTTbIH MHCTUTYLMOHAAABIK, PEMNO3UTOPUIMiHIH Ma3MyHbl TYPAepi, caAarapbiH TaaAady. CaHABIK,
JKOHE CaraAblK, SAICTEP A€ MarAaAaHbIAAbl. BebomeTpurx >keHe KOHTEHT aHaAM3 BAICTEpPI MOAIMETTI
>KMHaKTayAQ XKeHe TaaAayAd KOAAAHbIAABI. MaaimeTTep Tikeaei Directory of Open Access Repository
6asacblHaH aAblHABI. YKMHaAFaH AepekTepai Taaaay Microsoft Office Excel 2010 6GaraapAamacbiHbIH
KOMEriMeH KacaAAbl. 3epTTey HOTUXKEAEPI aKaAEMUSIAbIK MHCTUTYTTbIK, peno3ntopuinaepaid, Open Di-
rectory of Open Access Repository 6a3acbiHa xblA 6OMbIHIIA TiPKEYAEpPiHiH COMKeCCi3AIriH KepceTeai.
ExiHWwiaeH, 3epTTey KOpbITbIHABICHI Ka3akCTaHHbIH XKY3AereH akaAeMUSAbIK, MEKEMEAEPIHIH apacbiHAQ
Open Directory of Open Access Repository 6asacbiHa peno3MTopuiiHiH, alliblK, aHbIKTaMaAbIFbIHA TeK
Ceri3 MHCTUTYLMOHAAABIK, PEro3UTOPUIMAIH TIpKEAreHiH KOpCeTeAi, OHAA PEeMTUHrICi Xofapbl 6ec
YHUBEPCUTETTIH ilWiHAe 6ip FaHa MHCTUTYLMOHAAABIK, PEno3uTopuin Gankasabl. byaaH 6acka, FbIAbIMMI
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MaKaAaAaFbl YCbIHbIAFAH MBCEAEHI TAaAAQY XKYPHAA MaKaAaAapbiHbIH 6ACbIMABIAbIFbIH KOPCETEAl, OAAP
6GapAbIK, AEPAIK MHCTUTYTTbIK, perno3utapuiiaep. CoHbiMeH KaTap HaTuxkeaep Open Directory of Open
Access Repository aHblKTaMaAbIFblHA KOCbIAFAH MHCTUTYLIMOHAAABIK, PEMO3UTapUMAEPAIH KaTapbiHAQ
Heri3ri NeHAEp peTiHAe eHep, FbIAbIM, TEXHOAOTMS, F'YMaHUTAPABIK, FbIAbIMAAP, DAEYMETTIK FbIAbIMAAP,
AEHCAyAbIK, CaKTay >KoHe MeAULMHA OACbIMABIFbIH KOpCETeAl. 3epTTey HOTUXKECIHAE aKAAEMMSABIK,
MHCTUTYTTAPAbIH MHCTUTYLIMOHAAABIK, PEMNO3UTOPUIMAEPIH TipKeAyi KaHaFaTTaHAbIPAPABIK, AeHrenae
eMeC eKEHAIr aHbIKTaAAbl, OYA ©3 Ke3eriHAe alliblK, KOAXKETIMAIAIKTI LUEKTENAI A€reH KOPbITbIHADBIFA
KeApik. COHABIKTAH 3epTTey HOTMXKECIHAE FbiIAbIMM eHOeKTepAiH >kahaHAbIK AeHrenae KepiHic
TabyblH apTTbIPy, COHAbIKTAH KasakcTaH yHMBepcUTETTepiHiH GeaeAi MeH GeaeAiH apTTbipy, Gipak,
eH, 6acTbicbl, iarepinety Open Directory of Open Access Repository 6asacbiHa ke6ipek akaAeMUSIAbIK,
WMHCTUTYTTapAbl TipKEYAl YCbIHbIAQABI. OCipece PernTUHII >KOFapbl YHWBEPCUTETTEPAIH allbiK,
KOAXKETIMAIAITIH apTTbipyFa YMTbIAY KaxxeT. CoHAaM-aK, MHCTUTYTTbIK, PENO3UTOPUMAEpre KOCbIAATbIH
Te3UCTepP MEH AMccepTaumsiAapra 6acbIMAbIK OepiAyi Kepek, OMTKeHi OAap YHUBEPCUTETTEPAIH BeAeAiH
aApPTTbIPYFa bIKMAA €TeA|.

TyiiH ce3aep: MHCTUTYLMOHAAABIK, PENO3UTOPUIA, UMdPAAHABIPY, KasakcTaH, alblk, KOAXKETIM-
Ainik, Open Access Repository KkaTaAorbi.
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MHCTUTYLLMOHAABHDINA PEeno3UTOPUI AKAAEMHUYECKUX YUPEXAECHUI
Ka3axcraHa: ero ucropus u passurmne

LleAblo AQHHOrOMCCAEAOBAHUS IBASIETCS QHAAU3UHCTUTYLIMOHAABHOM O PEMNO3NTOPMSI aKAAEMUUYECKMX
MHCcTUTYTOB KasaxcraHa B MpOABUXKEHMM OTKPLITOr0 AOCTYTA C aKLIEHTOM Ha ero UCTOPUIO U pa3BUTHE.
KOHKPETHbIMU  LLIeASIMM  MCCAEAOBaHMSI ObIAM  @HAAM3 T0AQ PErucTpaumMu MHCTUTYLMOHAAbHOIO
penosnTopusi, TMNa COAEP>KMMOTO U MPEAMETOB, HAMAEHHBIX B MHCTUTYLMOHAABHOM PErno3nTopum
Ka>KAOro akaAemmyeckoro yupexaeHus B Open Directory penosmMtopusi OTKpPbITOro AOCTYyNa.
BbIAM MCMOABb30BaHbl Kak KOAMYECTBEHHbIM, TaK M KauyeCTBEHHble METOAbl aHaAm3a. BebomeTpus
M KOHTEHT-aHaAM3 MCMOAb30BAAMCh B KAYecTBE METOAOB AASl cOOpa M aHaAM3a AaHHbIX. AaHHble
6bIAM cobpaHbl HenocpeacTeeHHo M3 Open Directory of Open Access Repository.  AaAs aHaAm3a
KOAMYECTBEHHbIX AaHHbIX McrioAb3oBaacs Microsoft Office Excel 2010. Pe3syAbTaTbl MccAeAOBaHUS
BbISIBASIOT HECOOTBETCTBME PEerncrpaLmi akapAeMUUYeCKMX WHCTUTYLMOHAAbHbIX Peno3vTopues B
Open Directory of Open Access Repository no roaam. C Apyroi CTOpOHbl, pe3yAbTaTbl MOKa3blBaloT
pPerncTpaLmio TOAbKO BOCbMW MHCTUTYLIMOHAAbHbIX pero3utopueB B Open Directory of Open Access
Repository cpeam coTeH akapAeMMUEcKMX yupexaeHuin KasaxcraHa, B KOTOPbIX HABAI0AAAOCH TOAbKO
OAHO MHCTUTYLMOHAAbHBIN PEMO3UTOPUI M3 MSTU AYULIMX YHUBEPCUTETOB peiTuHra. Kpome Toro,
pe3yAbTaTbl YKasbIBalOT Ha NPeobAaAaHMe XKYPHAAbHbIX CTaTel B KaYeCTBE OCHOBHOIO TUMA KOHTEHTA,
KOTOPbIM MOUTU BCE MHCTUTYLIMOHAAbHblE perno3utopumn aobaBuan B Open Directory of Open Ac-
cess Repository. Kpome TOro, pesyAbTaTbl NOKa3blBaloT AOMUHMPOBAHME UCKYCCTBA, HAyKM, TEXHUKM,
r'YMaHUTapHbIX M COLMAAbHbIX HaykK, a Tak>Ke 3APaBOOXPaHEHWS WU MeAMLIMHbI B KaueCcTBe OCHOBHbIX
NpeAMeToB, A0GABAEHHbIX GOAbLUIMHCTBOM MHCTUTYLIMOHAAbHbBIX PEno3uTopmii, Ao6aBAeHHbIX B Open
Directory of Open Access Repository. B nccaeaoBaHmn AeAaeTcst BbIBOA O TOM, YTO MPU CPaBHEHUM C
pe3yAbTaTamMu aHAAOTMYHbIX MCCAEAOBAHUIA B 3apy6eXKHbIX CTPaHax PerncTpaums MHCTUTYLIMOHAAbHbIX
XpaHUAMLL akapaemmuueckux MHCTUTYToB B KasaxctaHe B Open Directory of Open Access Reposi-
tory He gBASETCS OBHaAEXMBAIOLWIEN M, CAEAOBATEAbHO, OFPAaHMYMBAET OTKPbITbIA AOCTYM. Takum
006pa3oM, MCCAEAOBAHME PEKOMEHAYET ualle PerucTpupoBaTb MHCTUTYLMOHAAbHbIE PENo3uTOopuU
akapaemuyeckmx nHctuTytoB B Open Directory of Open Access Repository, 0CO6eHHO yHMBEPCUTETbI
C CaMbiM BbICOKMM PENTMHIOM, YTOObl MOBLICUTH Y3HABAEMOCTb HAy4HbIX pPabOT BO BCEM MMpE U,
CAEAOBATEAbHO, MOBLICUTH PenyTaumio M MnpecTux yHuBepcuTetoB KasaxcraHa, Ho, uTo 6Goaee
Ba>KHO, MPOABUraTb OTKPbITbIM AoCTyn. Kpome TOro, npuoputeT CAEAYEeT OTAABATb AMCCEPTALMSM,
KOoTOpble BYAYT AOGaBAEHbI B MUHCTUTYLIMOHAABHbBIE XPAHMAMLLA, MOCKOAbKY OHU TakXKe CNOCOBCTBYIOT
MOBBILLEHWIO pernyTaLnm akaAeMUYECKMX MHCTUTYTOB.

KAroueBble cAOBa: MHCTUTYLIMOHAABHbIN PENO3UTOPUI, ouMdpoBKa, KaszaxcTaH, OTKpPbITbIA AOCTYT,
Directory of Open Access Repository.
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Institutional Repository of Academic Institutions in Kazakhstan: Its History and Development

Introduction

Historically, the open access movement began
in the 1970s, although it was not officially imple-
mented until the 1990s. The goal of instituting open
access was to provide free access to any intellectual
work. The fourth industrial revolution, to a large
extent, stimulated the implementation of open ac-
cess through the advent of digital platforms. In gen-
eral, knowledge developed in academic institutions
should be carefully preserved and freely accessible
(Nnenna & Emenike, 2015: 35). As a result, nearly
all academic institutions throughout the world be-
gan digitizing their library resources. By definition,
digitization of library resources means the process
of converting information resources from printed/
analog format into electronic/digital format (Toyo,
2017: 33; Feather & Sturges, 2003: 138). In today’s
world, all knowledge created needs to be easily vis-
ible to both domestic and international scholars.
However, there are some resources such as rare and
historical materials which are normally created by
students, lecturers, and other institutional staff that
needs to be properly preserved and easily visible due
to their enduring values (Joo et al., 2019: 1). The
usefulness of these materials and rarities such as dis-
sertations, theses, journal articles, workshop papers,
conference papers, etc., results in the creation of an
institutional repository. Institutional repositories al-
low domestic and global visibility of the academic
works of any academic institution.

The term institutional repository (IR) can be
defined as a comprehensive suite of services pro-
vided by a university to its members, enabling the
organization, preservation, and distribution of digi-
tal content produced by both the institution and its
community constituents (Kuri & Singh, 2020: 2).
Crow (Crow, 2002: 4) viewed IR as the “digital col-
lections capturing and preserving the intellectual
output of a single or multi-university community
which provide a compelling response to two strate-
gic issues facing academic institutions.” According
to Adewumi & Ikhu-Omoregbe (Adewumi & Ikhu-
Omoregbe, 2010: 1), institutional repositories can
be considered as the digital library specialization. In
any academic institution, an institutional repository
helps to properly make decisions (Wirba Singeh, et
al., 2013: 190). On the other hand, institutional re-
pository enables the increase in the reputation and
gain the prestige of academic institutions as a result
of the global visibility of the researched works of
a particular institution (Ezema, 2011: 480-481). In
other words, an institutional repository is a new way
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of making the scientific works of a particular insti-
tution visible to other scholars around the world.
Institutional repositories have been merely used as
the main component within academic institutions
around the world to facilitate open access to their
research findings. The concept behind the creation
of institutional repositories is to break barriers that
limit access to information like copyright issues and
therefore encourage free and easy access.

For easy visibility of library collections both
nationally and internationally, it is expected institu-
tional repositories of all academic institutions to be
registered at the Open Directory of Open Access Re-
pository (Open DOAR). According to Nayak et al.
(Nayak 2021: 2), Open DOAR is a global Directory
of Open Access Repositories which is free access
and promotes open access. Open DOAR was offi-
cially launched in 2005 and maintained by the col-
laboration of two universities namely the University
of Lund (Sweden) and the Nottingham University
(UK). Through Open DOAR, users can be able to
freely search and access any registered institutional
repositories by using the name of a country or region
and more importantly can be able to obtain statis-
tics concerning each institutional repository (Kuri &
Singh, 2020: 2). Open DOAR has been purposely
designed to play a great role in preserving and dis-
seminating research findings of different institutions
and allowing open access. Thus, it is expected that
each record in an institutional repository is deeply
reviewed by the team of experts of a particular in-
stitution (Kuri & Singh, 2020: 2). Open DOAR pro-
vides an equal chance for any country and its institu-
tions to register their institutional repositories to in-
crease the global visibility of their scientific works.

Similar to other countries around the world,
digitization of library resources in Kazakhstan is
gaining pace and now becoming a national agenda
(European Research Institute, 2018: 1). The same
applied to academic institutions, digitization takes
place in both teaching and information dissemina-
tion. Almost all academic institutions in Kazakhstan
have created their own institutional repositories.
These institutional repositories are the main tools in
academic institutions to promote open access since
knowledge needs to be shared freely (Almagambe-
tova, 2019: 110). However, there is scarcity of stud-
ies concerning the status of the institutional reposi-
tory of the academic institutions in Kazakhstan as a
way of promoting open access. Therefore, this study
examined the institutional repository of academic
institutions in Kazakhstan, focusing on its history
and development. Specifically, the study analyzed
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the registration year of the institutional repository
of each academic institution in Open DOAR, exam-
ined the type of contents found in an institutional
repository of each academic institution in Open
DOAR, and examined the subjects found in an in-
stitutional repository of each academic institution in
Open DOAR.

Materials and methods

In this study, both quantitative and qualitative
approaches were used. Webometrics and content
analysis were methods used in the data collection.
The two methods were used to examine the regis-
tration year of the institutional repository in Open
DOAR, the content type found in an institutional re-
pository in Open DOAR, and the subjects found in
an institutional repository in Open DOAR. Eight in-
stitutional repositories of academic institutions out
of 13 total institutional repositories from Kazakh-
stan registered in Open DOAR (https://v2.sherpa.
ac.uk/view/repository by country/Kazakhstan.
html) were extensively reviewed. The reviewed
eight institutional repositories of academic institu-
tions were; digital repositories of KAZGUU Uni-
versity (http://repository.kazguu.kz/), E.A. Buketov
Karaganda University repository (https://rep.ksu.
kz/), Karaganda State Medical University reposi-
tory (http://repoz.kgmu.kz/), Nazarbayev University
repository (https://nur.nu.edu.kz/), Almaty Manage-
ment University repository (http://repository.almau.
edu.kz/xmlui/), Kostanay State Pedagogical Univer-
sity repository (http://repo.kspi.kz/), L.N. Gumily-
ov Eurasian National University repository (http://
repository.enu.kz/), and repository of the West Ka-
zakhstan Marat Ospanov State Medical University
(http://elib.zkgmu.kz/xmlui/).

The Webometrics method was used to collect
and analyze quantitative data. This method was
used to analyze all the websites of institutional re-
positories of academic institutions registered in
Open DOAR. Content analysis was used to collect
qualitative data by tracing the year registered, con-
tent type, and subjects found in the institutional re-
positories. Moreover, content analysis was used to
compare the current study with other similar studies
conducted in Central Asia and other Asian countries
to trace the originality of the study. The studies of
Wani, Gul & Rah (Wani, Gul & Rah, 2009: 1-13),
Abrizah et al. (Abrizah et., 2010: 53-73), Singh et
al. (Singh et., 2020: 1-18) and Nayak et al. (Nayak,
2021: 1-12) all differ with the current study in terms
of methodology as they rely solely on webometrics,

while the current study uses both webometrics and
content analysis in the data collection and analysis.
Additionally, all the above mentioned studies ana-
lyzed the contribution of institutional repositories
to open access looking at zonal or regional coun-
tries, whereas the current study analyzed the con-
tribution of institutional repositories to open access
specifically in Kazakhstan focusing on the registra-
tion years of IRs in to Open DOAR, subjects and
contents found in an Open DOAR. Microsoft Office
Excel 2010 was used to analyze the collected data
and the results were presented using graphs.

Literature Review

There are various studies that have been con-
ducted in different parts of the world concerning
how digitization resulted in creation of the institu-
tional repositories as a way of promoting open ac-
cess. Few studies among many have been reviewed
in support of the present study.

Nayak et al. (Nayak, 2021: 4) conducted a study
on promoting educational research through an open-
access institutional repository of Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO) countries and found
that there is a constant registration of the countries’
institutional repositories in terms of years. Similar
findings were observed in the study of Singh et al.
(Singh, Kuri, Kumar etc., 2020: 7) who conducted
a study on the global visibility of open-access insti-
tutional repositories of SAARC countries. At least
each year there was a registration of the institutional
repository on Open DOAR. The main objective of
creating institutional repositories is to increase the
visibility of the institutional works to the stakehold-
ers. However, the study of Abrizah et al. (Abrizah,
Noordawati et., 2010: 65) who researched on global
visibility of Asian universities’ open-access insti-
tutional repositories found that institutional reposi-
tories of the highly ranked universities in Asia are
missing in the Open DOAR, which translates as the
limits to the scientific works created by the scholars
of respective trusted universities to other scholars in
the world.

The decision of what type of content to be added
to the institutional repositories has great impacts on
the readability and citation aspects. The more content
related to scientific works is added to the institutional
repositories, the more it increases the readability and
citation of those contents hence increasing the reputa-
tion of the institution (Cullen & Chawner, 2011: 469).
Studies conducted by Nayak et al. (Nayak, 2021: 7),
Singh et al. (Singh, 2020: 11), Abrizah et al. (Abrizah,
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2010: 61), Das & Singh (Das & Singh, 2017: 68), Mat-
suura (Matsuura, 2008: 23), Wani et al. (Wani, Gul,
2009: 10), Singh (Singh, 2017: 403) and Singh & Ver-
ma (Singh & Verma, 2017: 267) both found journal
articles as the main content to be added into all insti-
tutional repositories. Journal articles normally encom-
pass ideas of the elites which have been thoroughly
researched. This shows that each institution needs to
put its day-to-day scientific and research works visible
to the world to increase the reputation of the institution.
In addition to that, these studies also show theses and
dissertations together with books, chapters, and sec-
tions to take a top list as among the main contents to be
added to the institutional repositories.

Users of the institutional repositories differ based
on the areas of specialization. In this case, to make
repositories more usable it is advised to add various
subjects to the institutional repositories. Singh et al.
(Singh, Kuri, Kumar etc., 2020: 12) in their stud-
ies found general science as the major subject to be
added into almost all institutional repositories regis-
tered into Open DOAR. On the other hand, studies
by Nayak et al. (Nayak, 2021: 8) and Abrizah et al.
(Abrizah, Noorhidawati, 2010: 62) both found mul-
tidisciplinary as the main subject that was observed
to be added in all institutional repositories registered
in Open DOAR. The addition of multidisciplinary
subjects gives a wider chance for every user to get
the needed information since this is a cross-cutting

subject. Variations of the subject may increase vis-
ibility and accessibility as users with different inter-
ests will be able to have access to the institutional
repositories and fulfill their needs.

Results and Discussion

Registration Pattern of the Institutional Re-
positories Year-wise

According to the information from Open DOAR
(https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository by coun-
try/Kazakhstan.html), it was found that the reposi-
tory of L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University
was the first among others to be registered in 2013.
This was followed by the Nazarbayev University re-
pository in 2015, then the repository of Almaty Man-
agement University in 2016, and the E.A. Buketov
Karaganda University repository in 2017. In 2018,
two academic institutional repositories namely the
digital repository of KAZGUU University and the
Karaganda State Medical University repository
were registered. Again, in the year 2019, two aca-
demic institutional repositories namely the reposi-
tory of the West Kazakhstan Marat Ospanov State
Medical University and the repository of Kostanay
State Pedagogical University were registered. There
was not a single institutional repository observed to
be registered in the remaining years. Figure 1 below
illustrates;

>
o-Frequency;2018; 2,1 \ )) Frequency;2019;2;1

Number of IR registered

@ Frequency; 2008; 0;@ Frequency; 2009; 0; @ Frequency; 2010; 0; 1

QAU V

® Frequency; 2006; 0;94 Frequency; 2007;0; 1

#® Frequency; 2005; 0; #
Year

2 Frequency; 2016; 1; 1

. >
 Frequency; 2013; 1; 1 u \ \ u J-Frequency; 2017;1; 1

2@ Frequency; 2015; 1; 1

2 Frequency; 2020; 0; 1

Freque’y; 2022;0;1

2 Frequency; 2021;0; 1

@ Frequency; 2012;0; 1
) Frequency; 2011;0; 1

Figure 1 — Registration of academic institutional repositories year-wise
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As the findings in Figure 1 indicate, there was
inconsistency in the registration of institutional re-
positories as in other years there was no institutional
repository registered. This inconsistency of regis-
tration of institutional repositories to Open DOAR
could be attributed to the lack of awareness about
Open DOAR among academic institutions or maybe
most of the academic institutions in Kazakhstan are
not willing to expose their academic works to the
public (Abrizah et al., 2010: 65-66). However, it was
surprisingly found that only one institutional reposi-
tory of the academic institution (repository of L.N.
Gumilyov Eurasian National University) among the
top five rated universities in Kazakhstan (according
to QS World University Rankings 2022) registered
in Open DOAR. The lack of institutional reposi-
tories of the high-rated universities in Kazakhstan
indicates that the visibility of the research findings
is below the expectations of their academic and re-
search ranks and therefore limits the open access to
the research results and other scholarly works. In ad-
dition, this will lead to low citations of the quality
research works of scholars from highly ranked uni-
versities both within and outside the country (Eze-
ma, 2011: 481). Indeed, when compared to the U.S.,
Europe, and other Asian countries the registration

[ Frequency; u

of institutional repositories of Kazakhstan academic
institutions year-wise is not impressive (Singh et
al., 2020: 7; Nayak et al., 2021: 4). These findings
corroborate with that of Abrizah et al. (Abrizah,
Noorhidawati, 2010: 65), who also found the miss-
ing of institutional repositories of the highly-ranked
universities in the Open DOAR, and therefore cause
low impacts on the published research works from
the top-rated universities.

Distribution of the Institutional Repositories
Content-wise

The study sought to examine the type of con-
tent added to the registered institutional repositories.
The findings of the study reveal that journal articles
were the content added by the majority (7) of the
institutional repositories among all registered eight
repositories. This was followed by conference and
workshop papers and books, chapters and sections
as they were added by six (6) institutional reposito-
ries respectively. Then, theses and dissertations and
reports and working papers were followed as the
most added contents as they were added by three
institutional repositories respectively. Only two
(2) institutional repositories were observed to add
learning objects as one of their content types. Figure
2 below illustrates;

requency; Conference and
nal articles; 7 workshop papers; 6

Frequency; Books, chapters
and sections; 6

Frequency; Reports

& Frequency; Thes
and dissertations

and working papers;

Frequency;

Frequency; Learning Bibliographic...
objects; 2

Frequency; Patents; © Frequency; Other
1 special items; 1

11l

N

Figure 2 — Distribution of the institutional repositories by content type
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As the findings of the study depicted in Figure
2, almost all the institutional repositories (7) con-
sider journal articles as their best content that needs
to be visible and accessed by their users. Perhaps,
this is due to the fact that the more academic and
research findings become visible to the users the
more such institutions become well known and
therefore increase their reputations. However, it was
expected theses and dissertations to be the leading
content to be added to each institutional repository
since they present current and well-researched top-
ics. Similarly, Nayak et al. (Nayak, Patel etc., 2021:
7), Singh et al. (Singh, Kuri etc., 2020: 11), Abrizah
et al. (Abrizah, Noorhidawati, 2010: 61), Das &
Singh (Das & Singh, 2017: 68), Matsuura (Matsu-
ura, 2008: 23), Wani et al. (Wani, Gul etc., 2009:
10), Singh (Singh, 2017: 403) and Singh & Verma

B Frequency; Arts; Frequency;
Technology; 7

(Singh& Verma, 2017: 267), both in their studies
found journal articles as the dominant content to be
added in the institutional repositories while the few
were observed to be patents, learning objects, other
special items, bibliographic references, and datasets.

Distribution of the Institutional Repositories
Subject-wise

The study also sought to examine the subjects
added to the registered institutional repositories.
The findings of the study indicate that almost all
institutional repositories (7) added arts, science,
technology, humanities, social science and health
and medicine as the subjects into the Open DOAR
respectively. On the other hand, six (6) institutional
repositories added engineering and mathematics as
the subjects into Open DOAR. Figure 3 below il-
lustrates;

Frequency; Frequency;
Humanities; 7 Health and
medicine; 7

Frequency; Social

science; 7

Frequency;

Frequency;

Engineering; 6 Mathematics; 6

7
Fr ency;
Sciénce; 7

Figure 3 — Distribution of the institutional repositories subject-wise

As indicated in the findings of the study in Fig-
ure 3, subjects that are dominant in the Open DOAR
are arts, science, technology, humanities, social
science, and health and medicine. This shows that
almost all institutions consider their users in every
aspect by making sure that contents in each disci-
pline are added to the repositories. The presence
of diversity in subjects added to the Open DOAR
could increase the performance of the webomet-
rics ranking of a particular institution which in turn
leads to the increasing of reputations in the world of
scholars. These findings contradict those of Nayak
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et al. (Nayak, Patel etc., 2021: 8) and Abrizah et al.
(Abrizah, Noorhidawati, 2010: 62), who both found
multidisciplinary to dominate as the major subject
to be added in almost every institutional repository
registered into Open DOAR.

Conclusion

In today’s world, knowledge is an asset that
needs to be shared freely. Academic institutions cre-
ate institutional repositories in order to freely and
casily share scientific works they create with the
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world of scholars with the aim of promoting open
access. The study concludes that registration of in-
stitutional repositories of academic institutions in
Kazakhstan is low when compared to findings of the
related studies from other foreign countries which
limit open access. Findings show the inconsistency
of the registrations of the academic institutional re-
positories to the Open DOAR in terms of the year.
However, the findings of the study reveal among
hundreds of academic institutions in Kazakhstan
there are only eight institutional repositories regis-
tered while there is only one institutional repository
among the top five rated universities which might
limit the visibility of the academic works from the
reputable universities. Additionally, the study indi-
cates the dominance of journal articles as the main
type of content that almost all institutional reposito-
ries added to the Open DOAR and thus shows their
commitment to sharing researched and updated

works. On the other hand, the study also shows the
dominance of arts, science, technology, humanities,
social science, and health and medicine as the main
subjects added by the majority of institutional repos-
itories added to the Open DOAR which gives more
options to every user to have access of information
need to the institutional repositories.

The study, therefore, recommends registration of
more academic institutions to the Open DOAR, par-
ticularly the top-ranked universities. This will help
to increase the visibility of the academic works to
the national and international scholars and therefore
increase the reputations and prestige of the universi-
ties of Kazakhstan but more important will promote
open access. Moreover, the addition of theses and
dissertations to the institutional repositories should
be given priority as these present comprehensive re-
sults of issues researched every year by students on
different topics.
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