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THE RECORD OF XUANZANG (HSUEN-TSUNG)
BUDDHIST PILGRIM FROM BAMIYAN

The Chinese monk that name was Xuanzang that he traveled overland started at 627 AD from the
China country to Indian sub-continent also in Bamiyan province (central part of Afghanistan) that there
are a lot of Buddhist caves and two big sculpture of Buddha, to obtain Buddhist scriptures. He returned
to China in 643, he find some Buddhist art and precious manuscripts and notes the social, political,
economic and cultural situation of Bamiyan indigenous resident, that his memories translated to English
by other Historians and geographers. Also during his travels from china to the country of eastern china,
he visited places that we today know as Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, and the main goals of Xuanzang
was India first country that Buddhism flourished and extent to the other country and second purpose of
him was Bamiyan second capital of Buddhism. He was one Buddhist pilgrim and his research was about
Buddhist sculpture and caves of Buddhist monks in Bamiyan. In the seven century Bamiyan was a large
center for Buddhism religion during Kushan dynasty. The main work of him was about the idea and art
of Buddhism between China India and extent of the Buddhism religious during the early Tang dynasty,
he also found some information about the Silk Road in the 7th century AD.

Key word: Xuanzang, Bamiyan, china, Buddhism, India, Royal city and monastery.

LLnpaan Camm

bamwuaH yHunBepcuTeTi, AyraHcTaH, bamuaH K.
*e-mail: a.alisamimi.s7@gmail.com

bamuaHHaH keAreH byaAAMcT Tay eTywui
CroanbL3aHHbIH, (CtoaHb-LI3yH) wexipeci

CroaHbL3aH Aen aTaAFaH KpiTail MoHaxbl 627 >kbiaaaH 6acTtan Kbitan eAiHeH YHAT CyOKOHTUMHEHTIHE
AEWiH, COHbIMeH KaTap byAAMCTIK >kazbarapAbl aAy YiLiH KenTereH OYAAUCTIK YHIIPAEP MEH eKi YAKEH
byaaa MyciHaepi 6ap bamuan npoBuHUMsIChiHA (AyFaHcTaHHbIH OpTaabik, 6eAiri) casxartaraH. OA 643
>KbIAbI KbITarra opaAabl, OA BYAANCTEPAIH BipHeLLe TYbIHAbIAAPbI MEH KYHAbI KOAXKa36aAapbIH Taybir,
BbammaHHbIH GanbIpFbl TYPFbIHAAPBIHBIH, SAEYMETTIK, CasiCi, SKOHOMMKAABIK, >KOHE MOAEHM >KaFAamblH
atan eTTi, OCblAailla OHbIH ECTEAIKTEpPiH 0acka TapuXLibiAap MeH reorpadrap arblAlibIH TiAiHE
aypapabl. CoHpait-ak, Kpitaiaan LLbirbic KbiTan eAiHe canapaapbl kesiHae oa 6i3 6yrid [MokicTaH,
Henaa, baHraaaewn aen GiaeTiH >kepaepre 6apabl xxoHe CioaHbL3aHHbIH 6acTbl MakcaTTapbl 6yAAM3M
epKeHAen 6acka eAAepre TapaAFaH aAfallkbl €A YHAICTAH GOAAbI, aA eKiHLLi MakcaTbl 6YAAM3MHIH
eKiHLWWi actaHacbl bamman 60Aabl. OA Byaaa KaxkbICbl GOAFaH >KoHEe OHbIH, 3epTTeyAepi byaaa myciHiHe
>koHe bamumsiHAarbl OyAAa MOHAxXTapbiHbIH YHripAepiHe 6GarbitTaaraH. XVII fracbipaa bamman Kyan
AVMHACTUSCbI Ke3iHAe OYAAM3MHIH, ipi opTaAbiFbl 60AAbI. OHbIH, HEri3ri >XymbiCbl KpiTait MeH YHAICTaH
apacblHAarbl GYAAM3M MAEACbI MEH OHEpiHe >XoHe epTe TaH AMHACTUSCbl Ke3eHiHAeri 6YAAM3MHIH
AIHAQPABIK, ASPEXECIHE apHaAAbl, OA COHbIMeH Oipre 7 facbipaa >KiGek >KOAbl TypaAbl Kenbip
MBAIMETTEpPAI TaNThbl.

Ty#in cesaep: CioaHbu3aH, bamman, Kbitai, 6yaamsm, YHAICTaH, naTwia KaAacbl )KOHE MOHACTbIPb.

LLInpaan Camm
bamnankunit ynmsepcutet, Adpranmncran, r. bamman,
e-mail: a.alisamimi.s7@gmail.com
Aetonucb 6yaAMIHCKOro naaomiuka CroaHbli3aHa
(Cro3Hb-Li3yHa) u3 bamuaHa

KuTarickmit MoHax, kotoporo 3Baau CioaHbl3aH, MyTelecTBOBaA HauMHasi C 627 ropa Hailew
apbl U3 Kutasg Ha MHAMIACKMIA CYBKOHTUHEHT, a Tak>ke B NpoBUHUMIO bamuaH (LUeHTpaAbHasl 4acTb
AdpraHucraHa), rae ectb MHOrO OYAAMIACKMX Melep U ABe OOAblUME CKYAbMTYypbl Byaabl, AAs
NoAydeHus: 6yAAMIckmx nucanmin. OH BepHyAcs B Kutan B 643 roay, npueess ¢ co60on Halealuve
O6YAAMICKME MPOU3BEAEHMS MCKYCCTBA M LEHHble pykonucu. B cBomx pabotax OH oOTmevaer
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COLMAAbHOE, MOAUTUYECKOE, SIKOHOMMYECKOE M KYAbTYPHOE MOAOXKEHME KOPEHHbIX XXnTeaein bammana.
Ero BoCnmomMmHaHmns nepeBeAeHbl Ha aHrAMIACKMIA S3bIK APYTMMM MCTOPMKaMK M reorpadpamu. Takxe
BO Bpemsi CBOMX nyTewecTtBuin n3 Kurtas B cTpaHy BoctouHoro Kurtas oH nocetma mecra, KOTopble
Mbl CEroaHsi 3Haem, 310 [Makuctan, Henaa, banraaaeuw. FaaBHOM ueablo CroaHblzaHa Obiaa MHAMS,
nepsasi CTpaHa, rae 6yAAM3M MPOLBETAA M PaCpPOCTPAHIACS Ha APYrMe CTpaHbl, @ BTOPOM LIEAbIO €ro
6bIA bammaH, BTopas croanua 6yaamsma. OH 6bIA BYAAMIACKMM MAAOMHUKOM, €r0 MCCAEAOBAHMS BbiAM
NocCBsiLlieHbl OYAAMIMCKOM CKYAbMNTYpe 1 reuiepam 6yAAMICKMX MOHaxoB B bammnaHe. B cemHaauaTtom
Beke bammaH ObIA KpPYMHbIM LEHTPOM OyAaAM3Ma Bo BpemeHa KyuwaHckon amHactmm. OCHOBHas
ero pabota OblAa MOCBSLIEHA MAEE M UCKYCCTBY OyaAmM3Ma mexay Kutaem n MHAMen m crenenu
PEAUTMO3HOCTM BYAAM3MA B NMEPUOA PaHHEN AMHACTMKM TaH, OH TakyKe HalleA HEKOTOPbIe CBEAEHMS O

LLleAkoBOM MyTu 7 BeKa Hallemn 3pbl.

KnoueBbie caoBa: CioadbuzaH, bamman, Kutai, 6yaamsm, MHAMSI, KOPOAEBCKMIA TOpOA W

MOHACTbIPb.

Introduction

Buddhism, which had stablish in the sub-con-
tinent of India (500-600 B.C.) under the reaction
form against the worshiping materials and the intol-
erant claims of the Brahmans, during the (260 B.C.)
became the adopted religion of the Indian country,
after that spread to Afghanistan and finally went
to china, the profound triggered of the cultural ex-
changes which had the effect for the profound of his-
tory in the world especially in Asia. The Buddhist
monk that traveled from India to china, circulate the
religion text and pilgrims influenced between Indian
kingdoms, Kushan dynasty in Afghanistan and cen-
tral Asia and various regions in china that was a pro-
cess of complex that was for the multiple societies
and also different group of community and humanity,
including the missionary of Buddhism, merchants,
artisans, traders and professional medical. Xuan-
zang and other chines pilgrims had the main key
role for Buddhism expand and idea of Buddhism,
knowledge and exchange that connected the Indian
merchant and pilgrims to the China that was the in-
novation country, which identify the new text and
scholar for expiation that to other countries, chines
Buddhism monks curried Buddhist rule and culture
and ceremonies situation that have especial rule and
provided detail account of spiritual journeys to India
and Afghanistan. Record of Xuanzang in India was
about various ruler and Indian society, institution
which was the monastic flourish and stories for the
magical and miraculous prowess for Buddhism and
its discipline for the description of pilgrimage sites,
the record of chines monks that they have pilgrims
to India and Bamiyan in center of Afghanistan are
more important and famous for historical resource
in several point. First of all they provide meticulous
account for Buddhism doctrine and natural idea,
ritual and monastic institution of central, south and
also to the Southeast of Asia. The next reason they

provide the information of the vital situation about
the political and social condition in the of south Asia
and kingdom situated of the road and knowledge of
Buddhism between India, Afghanistan that the two
big sculpture of Buddha in Bamiyan are represent of
Buddha and Afghanistan are second capital of Bud-
dhism in the world and finally Buddhism reached
to china from Afghanistan. The third reason for
the Buddhism monks was the offering of comfort-
able insights into exchange cultural perception and
the trade relationship. Although the record shows
the light on the arduous nature and environmental
study for long distance and merchant trade, knowl-
edge sharing of east to west for art and commercial
changing things, and the relationship between itiner-
ant merchants and Buddhism pilgrims.

The Valley of Bamiyan is concentrated within
the mountain in Afghanistan called the Hindu Kush
and Baba mountain range at an above sea level
height of 2500 m. The earlies cave of Buddhist
carved at several kilometers on rock and silent
valley of the Bamiyan, in this valley people planting
and growing the fertile plane that are comfortable
for agriculture. This area of the caves of Buddha and
settlement is composed by the more than hundred
caves which have been painted and wall painting
into the mountain and rock of soft conglomerate
cliff at the second to the seven century A.D. Now
somebody are very small and have no idea to know
the history and background of these statue and the
art of ancient society that stablished and created this
Historical site for joining the several culture. First
records and memories for Bamiyan Buddha was
noticed by the Chinese monks that travelled to this
city that was the famous man the Xuanzang (Hsuan-
Tsang) during the starting of 7" century A.D. the
sculpture of the Bamiyan Buddha are the big nomad
of Buddhism and in the world’s largest standing
sculpture Buddha. This big standing sculpture of
Buddha situated further the tallest one are 53m
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high and the smaller sculpture of the Buddha is
38m high that was situated around 800m across
to the east. The Silk Road passed from Bamiyan
and connected china to the roman empire and also
India to the Afghanistan behalf of that Bamiyan and
Afghanistan become second capital of Buddhism,
that Bamiyan connect china to the Roman empire
(Han dynasty to Europe) Bamiyan zone during
the silk road trade was one regarding site and also
an exceptional testimony and outstanding capital
of Buddhist art, culture, religion and figure of
the Asia zone. The intervention of International
organization and also the protest for the Buddhism
could not prevent the complete destruction of the
Bamiyan Buddha statue that was executed by the
regime of Taliban leadership in March 2001. The
cultural and civilization of Bamiyan landscape
and also archaeological site maintain from the
ancient culture and historical area are famous in
the world, the remain of the Valley of Bamiyan and
its Historical monument have been inscribed on
the UNESCO world heritage list at the year 2003
A.D. after destroying by the Taliban regime. The
German foreign office with funding of the cultural
heritage that was actively by the expert of the
international comping for the safeguarding of the
Bamiyan valley which remain Buddhism art and
religion culture and several pagoda of Buddhism
the site of world cultural heritage. The work and
effort of Bamiyan as world cultural heritage are
embedded in the recommendation of the UNISCO
expert working group for the preservation site
of Bamiyan by the coordinate of technical team
of japan, France and Italy. In modern time the
first illustration of Buddhism art, geography and
religion in Afghanistan especially in Bamiyan
mentioned and presented by alexander burns in 19*
century that all art of Bamiyan was same to central
Asia and the memorize of the Japanese team and
special mentioning of them that gives to the effort
under directorate of prof. Takayasu Higuchi a
team of Kyoto University for the archaeological
mission to the central Asia which they have project
for photographic survey of all cave structures
around the vicinity of Bamiyan Buddha’s, Fuladi
valley, Kakrak Valley that they used contemporary
stereographic and all technic of photogrammetric
during the process of documentation, with
outbreak and soviet invasion in Afghanistan an
extended period of war the research in Bamiyan
ceased. We have yet to touch upon developments
in Bamiyan itself for tile simple reason that we
do not in fact know what was happening there.
We turn instead to the south where North India

12

had been unified under the Maura Dynasty which
eventually extended its boundaries westward
until halted by the Hindu Kush. This in itself had
little importance for Bamiyan. But in 260 B. C.
the dynasty’s most renowned rulers, Asoka, was
converted to Buddhism. Asoka’s missionary zeal
was astounding and evidence of it has been found
near Kandahar in southern Afghanistan in the form
of'a rock inscription dated 250 B. C. We have then,
two outstanding cultural movements unfolding,
one north, one south, with the mountains sheltering
in Bamiyan. We must turn again to the north where
restless nomadic tribes from Central Asia broke the
Greco-Bactrian hold on Bactria. The first to come
at date of 135 B. C. were the Sakas, soon replaced
by the Yueh-chih who, under the leadership of
their principal tribe, the Kashan’s, were to write a
brilliant page of history.

Research methodology

The purpose of the current article are
investigation for indigenous resident of Afghanistan
especially for Bamiyan civilization and its history,
one of the researcher that have record from this
old city was Xuanzang and others like Faxian
and Yejing. In modern era the Historians like
Nancy Hatch Dupree and others find some ancient
monument of Kushan dynasty and Buddhism that
spirited from India to Afghanistan after that spread
to china. I attempt to find some manuscript and
document of ancient history in Bamiyan that the
first resource for Bamiyan are the books, articles
and monument of chines pilgrims Xuanzang and
also Korean researcher, for getting and writing of
this essay I used the Historical books and article and
journals about ancient Bamiyan and china during
Buddhism period.

Area of study: Bamiyan

Bamiyan is a province that had a lot of Buddhism
caves and two big sculpture of Buddha, some
Historians and geographers are came to Bamiyan
and had sufficient research and knowledge that
share with others, so the most important Historian
during Buddhism period worked in Bamiyan was
the Chinese monks. Xuanzang a Chinese pilgrims
travelled in the seven century to Bamiyan and notes
the social, political, cultural and economic situation
of Bamiyan and the other state that had Buddhism
pagoda or monastery. In Bamiyan province there are
two sculpture of Buddha 140 and 150 feet height,
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so | investigate for this essay to find some new
source for Bamiyan Buddha, wall painting and art
of Buddhism.

Xuanzang (Hsuan-Tsung)

When the chines pilgrim Xuanzang traveled to
Afghanistan he visited Bamiyan. On that time the
celebration of new year hold in Bamiyan plateau at
the year of 632 C.E., he explain that same ceremoni-
al assembly were be held in Bamiyan that it was an-
cient culture of Persia that Bamiyan was the capital
and Jamshid or Aryan the first emperor of Afghani-
stan which stablished civilization in Bamiyan was
one indigenous settlement of Bamiyan that the new
year ceremony inaugurated by him in Bamiyan and
the Balkh province. Xuanzang and his team were
impressed by the devotion of Buddhist monk, and
were mentioned for the standing of giant Buddha’s
of Bamiyan (Samimi, 2017: 24). The famous travel-
er of china Hsuan-Tsung (Xuanzang) was undertake
the Hindukush “Snow Mountains” passed, that he
was called at that high pass mountain. This journey
was the painful parts best popular travel. ‘‘The way
and passing route is most difficult and very danger-
ous as in that zone and at that mountain area of the
desert and glaciers. What with the frozen clouds and
what with flue whirling snow, there is never a mo-
ment when one cans so clearly. If occasionally one
comes on a particularly easy place, it is at the most
a few dozen feet of level ground.” Sung-Yun in the
early year for this country that is mountain zone:
“flourishing of the ice in winter season in the heap of
High Mountain and the snow routed and whirls over
thousands of Li.” By the passes of Qarakottal (black
hill) and Dandan Shikan, Hsuan-Tsung at length
reached Bamiyan, which had ten Buddhist temples
containing several thousand religious devotees and
monks (Arthur, 1956: 133).

Fan-Yen-Na. This kingdom is about 2000 /i
(1 Mile equals 5 li) from east to west, and 300 li
from north to south. It is situated in the midst of the
Snowy Mountains (Koh-i-Baba). The people inhabit
into the towns either in the valley of mountain for
the circumstances. The political and social center are
located on the steep of hills, boarders of the valley
are approximately for six or seven li in their length.
At the north of valley it is backed by high precipices.
It produces spring-wheat but few flowers or fruits. It
is comfortable and suitable for the cattle’s, and it is
affords of pasture and graze for many animals like
the sheep, goats, donkey and horses. This valley has
wintry climate; and the people manners of working
are very difficult, most land of this area is uncultivat-

ed. The people clothes are made from skin and wool
at the native income of hungering, animal wool, etc.
the chiefly clothes are wearing, which are the most
suitable for the country. The customary rules, litera-
ture, and the money were used in their commerce at
the similar times like the Bukhara that it located at
the south of Axus called Bactria. They have some
difference in their culture like their language, but in
personal exhibit were closely with their reassemble
for each other. The people are living in this area are
remarkable, for their love of religion between their
neighbors at all, they have highest devotion for wor-
shiping of their own god (Buddha), worshiping for
hundreds of religion spirits, there is not the least ab-
sence of earnestness for greatest of their devotion
of lovely heart. Financial merchant for their trade is
arranging their own cast and prices as they are com-
ing and going out. For the fall and signs afforded
by their spirit. If it was good, they are acting in ac-
cordingly, if it was foul and evil, they become seek
to propitiate the power again. There are more than
ten convents and more than 1000 priests. They be-
long to the Little Vehicle (Hinayana), and follow the
school of the Lokottaravadin. The city of royal in
the Bamiyan especially at the north-east of that city
there is a big mountain, on the descent and decliv-
ity which is stone figure placed of Buddha, that are
raise and erect have it in 140 or 150 feet height. It is
by golden figure and hues sparkle for on every side,
its precious decoration and ornaments of dazzle, by
brightness of their eyes. To the east of this spot there
is a convent which was built by a former king of the
country. To the east of the convent there is a stand-
ing figure of the Sakya Buddha, made of metallic
stone in height 100 feet. Two or, three li to the east
of the royal city in a convent, there is a reclining
Buddha entering into Nirvana, which is more than
100 feet in length (Dupree, 1967: 55-57).

An artistic of enormous quantity and also the
architectural remains have been already conserved
in Afghanistan especially at the central part of
this country and often in south-eastern, which the
objects are found at the famous world complex in
the Bamiyan city. There is, a mountain valley, the
Hazara ethnic was lived in that valley with a popu-
lation and customs, minting of coin and their own
literature, with the same as those of the Tokharistan
(part of northeastern of Afghanistan). Their lan-
guage are having little different, but in point of per-
sonal appearance they have closely with each other
resemble.” It was at Bamiyan that Hsuan-Tsung
saw gigantic standing figures of the Buddha and 10
Buddhist religion are establish the 1,000 Buddhist
monks. For the Hinayana school and the Lokottara-
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vadin schools. The Chinese traveler was also struck
by the size of the figure of the Buddha reclining in
Nirvana. Two huge standing figures of the Buddha
carved in the stone cliff have been preserved, one
38m in height, the other 53m.

At a distance of some 1,800 m, the cliff is
pierced at different levels by Buddhist cave edific-
es (of which some 750 remain) in which splendid
paintings, mainly with Buddhist motifs, remarkable
high reliefs, and so on, have been preserved. The
dates of whole complex are known between third
and seventh centuries. Some document from the
large figure of the Buddha is perhaps was belonged
and linked to the Hephthalite period. Although the
date of that period is an entire series of art works,
from the type of Balalyk and Kyzyl, that the influ-
ences of Indian, Sassanian and Central Asian can be
traced. Also worthy of mention are the complexes
at nearby Kakrak and, much further off, at Dukhtar-
i Nushirvan, and their paintings. Huge sculptures
of the seated Buddha and Buddha in Nirvana have
been excavated at the vast Buddhist monastery of
Tepee Sardar (the hills of Sardar) in Ghazni, where
the central stupa and many surrounding votive stu-
pas and places of worship have been unearthed
(B.A, 1996: 156-157).

Xuanzang in ancient china was one Indophile
leader and famous monk. The chines monks pro-
moted Buddhism and doctrine of Buddha, also
china monk’s perception the India as Holy land
with his memories and he also attempt to have dip-
lomatic role between china and India by lobbying
his patron leading, during the Tang rulers Taizhong
that reigned between (626-649 A.D) Gauzing that
reigned from 649 to 683 A.D. the pilgrimage of chi-
na to India during the great tang dynasty mission-
ary and ambassadors by royal patrons worked as the
contemporary chines clergy. In this case Xuanzang
worked as the one east scholar that his work was
significant for the two goals. First he one researcher
of Buddhist religious pilgrimage and second of him
was recorded as historical of foreign states and so-
cieties neighboring of the Tang emperor of china.
In fact the record of this man comes across both
pious pilgrim and diplomat of china. During Xu-
anzang travelled to India in 627 A.D. institution of
monastic and doctrine of Buddhism had taken deep
root in china and translated all basic books, articles
and Buddhist text to Chinese language. The first
source and indigenous work show the idea of Bud-
dhism within the text of Confucius and Daoist were
produced in whole china and chines school of Bud-
dhism such as the Tiantai had beginning. Buddhism
idea and its influence of it spread from the mortuary
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beliefs and artistic traditions of Chinese to the politi-
cal sphere (Sen, 2006:28).

In India Xuanzang met the ruler of India that
was Harsavardhana for joining and stablishing of
diplomatic relation between Kanuj and the court of
Tang dynasty. The contribution of Chinese pilgrim
to the initiation of official exchanges is close honor-
able and acknowledged by the especial scribe of the
Tang dynasty. After the returning of Xuanzang from
India to china, he played a key role for the promo-
tion of Buddhist and diplomatic exchange between
the two courts. The motivation of Xuanzang pro-
mote relations of major Buddhist site in India and
the learning center of Buddhism religion such as Na-
landa that was part of Harsavardhana's empire that
the Xuanzang believed that a cordial relationship in
two kingdom and courts would facilitate Buddhist
exchange between the Tang dynasty in china and
northern Indian (ibid, 30). As the chines pilgrim
(Xuanzang) has noticed, the coinage, script and reli-
gious beliefs current in Bamiyan central part of Af-
ghanistan that differed but little of the Tokharistan.
As late as the 12" century, Bamiyan was the main
capital of the Tokharistan kingdom that was ruled
by the Ghurids branch (1144-1212) A.D. that this
branch stablished the sultanate of Delhi in the north
India. The language of Tocharian is Italo-Celtic. Its
image of royal power were inspired by the classical
models of Hellenism. Cults were part of the web of
the politics. The imperial image as a colossus was
the personification of power, which kept the ruler
ever present in the eyes of the subjects, in an integra-
tion of charisma and religious reverence. The Latin
title Augustus given to the first Roman emperor (31
B.C — 14 A.D.) implies divine favour and cognate
(Warikoo, 2002: 3)

“Bamiyan’s great religious importance at-
tracted artists from different lands, trained in
widely diverse artistic tradition; they visited it to
offer their services to the communities and cara-
vans of traders, travelers, pilgrims, et al, who rest-
ed there due to its peaceful environs and isolation.
This explains the co-existence of divergent styles
discernible at Bamiyan.” The art of Bamiyan wall
painting show the Gandhara style and Sassanian
that Iranian artistic influence percolated into the
art due to the conquest of this region by the Sas-
sanian ruler Shapur 1. This tendency is discern-
able in the painting of the niches of the Bamiyan
sculptures. In fact, two sculpture of Buddha in
Bamiyan style are the two art of the Sassanian and
Indian, that are dominate which combined earlier
for the Gandhara art laid of the foundation in the
Central Asia (ibid:20).
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Xuanzang memories from Buddha of

Bamiyan

After visiting of Chinese monk poisoning at
Kunduz his caravan prevailed against the blizzards,
mountain gods and robbers and finally approached
in Bamiyan. He notes that Bamiyan city was an
oasis town in the center of long valley separating the
two big mountain of Afghanistan, the mountain that
surrounded Bamiyan is Koh-i-Baba and the Hindu
Kush Mountain. Xuanzang noted that settlement of
Bamiyan province produced in the spring season from
their cultivation wheat and flower also fruit. That
area was suitable for rearing of cattle and afforded
good pasture for horse, cows, sheep and goats. He
also commented that the settlement of Bamiyan had
wearing fur garment and coarse wool for protection
of cool weather. Although their manners were hard
and uncultivated, he also admired in Bamiyan was
“their simple, sincere religious faith.” The Buddha
in this valley must have made the weary travelers
gasp-immense cliffs of a soft pastel color and at the
back of them indigo peaks dusted with the snow,

rising to a height of 20000 feet. They watched the in
the cold weather reddish cliff and clear air; whenever
they want of come closer to the cliff, they could
make out two gigantic sculpture of the Buddha that
standing in the niche carved in the mountain at the
front of administration official of Shahr-i-Shahi or
Royal city (capital of Sultanate Shiran-i-Bamiyan),
two colossal figures were colored and glistening
with ornaments; clothes of small Buddha was blue
and the color of large Buddha was red, on that time
the face and hands of Buddha statues were gilded.

The king of Bamiyan when the Chinese pilgrim
arrived in Bamiyan escorted him to his palace
and met him for the visiting of Xuanzang allow
him, after that Xuanzang took a tour in the valley
with their fellow monks and he with their team
memorized that there were some tens of Buddhist
monasteries and several thousand monks who were
adherents of a rare Hinayana school, whose chief
tenet was that the Buddha are in ancient policy and
rule of Buddhist laws, probably that an idea which
approach of Mahayana pantheon (wriggins, 2004:
45-46).

Figure 1 — The valley of Bamiyan and sculpture of giant Buddha after destroyed by Taliban

The memories of Xuanzang in the well-known
record of Buddhist (SI-YU-KI) wrote about
Bamiyan and kingdom: “this kingdom is about
2000 1i from east to west, and 300 Ii from north to
south. It is situated in the midst of snowy mountains.
The people inhabit towns either in the mountains”

(Tsang, 1884: 49) capital of administration located
on a steep hill, it length between 6 or 7 li bordering
on a valley, in the spring resident produce wheat
by cultivation of land and few flowers and fruits.
The winter is long and people can’t cultivate their
lands, the money of Fan-yen-Na used in commerce
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like people of Tukhara, and their language is a little
different, these people with other neighbor that
surrounded Bamiyan are remarkable for a love of
religion (a heart of pure faith) from the highest form
of worship to the three jewels, down to the worship
of the hundred spirits, the merchant in arranging the
prices as they come and go, fall in with the signs
afforded by the spirits. He also notes that in Bamiyan
are second capital of Buddhism and there are ten
convents and thousand priest under the following
school of the Lokottaravadin (ibid, 50).

The resident of Bamiyan during the visiting of
Xuanzang was same face that now they are settle-
ment of Bamiyan called the Hazara ethnic group.
Ms. Kathryn Zawisza in her article write “that one
of the larger minority groups in Afghanistan is the
Hazara. The Hazaras, while being the second largest
minority group, are unique in that they are the only
group within Afghanistan that follows Shi’ite sect
of Islam”. The Sunni Muslim sect in Afghanistan
belong to the majority population. The difference re-
ligious in Afghanistan coupled with the Hazara peo-
ple that have mongoloid background and perceived
independent and bellicose nature cause conflict be-
tween the majority group Pashtun and the Hazara,
and also give rise to the marginalization of the in-
digenous settlement of Afghanistan that are Hazara.
Oppression against Hazara was in modern time from
the past centuries (Zawisza, 2006-07: 40-41).

In the memories of Xuanzang at the northeast
of Royal city (now called Shahr-i-Shahi) there is
a big mountain on the declivity of which is placed
the figure of Buddha which made from stone and
erected in height, the small Buddha (Shahmama) is
140 feet and the large sculpture of Buddha (Salsal)
is 150 feet. Its golden hues sparkle on every side,
and its precious ornaments dazzle the eyes by their
brightness. At the east of this spot are one convent
that are built by former king of the city or country.
Also at the east of the convent there is a standing
figure of Sakya Buddha, made of metallic stone with
height of 100 feet. At the east of main cityl12 or 13 li
also there is a convent which there is the sculpture of
Buddha that laying in a sleeping position in nirvana
statue, the figure is in length about thousand feet.
During the worship as culture of Buddhism the king
of this country every time assembled the great con-
gregation of the Wu-Che (a meeting held every five
year for the benefit of the priests in Buddhism com-
munity) on this occasion there were recitations of
the law, and offerings were made to the priesthood
that generally made on the favorite mountain. That
congregation was a sacrificed about all possessions,
which start from his wife and children after that trea-
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sures of his country and finally his own body gives
for donation of Buddha. Then his minister and the
lower order of officers prevail on the priests to barter
back this possessions.

At the southwest of the convent of the sleep-
ing Buddha far from 200 li passing the great snowy
mountain, on the east there is one small river or wa-
tercourse which moist in the spring by over flowing
bright as mirrors, the land around Royal city have
a lot of herbage that is green and bright. Also there
is a sangharama or monastery that kept a tooth of
Buddha which is in length about five inches and the
breadth are less than four inches. Again there is the
tooth of a golden wheel king, in length three inches,
and with two inch breadth. There is also the iron
begging-dish of sanakavasa, a great Arhat, which is
capable of holding eight or nine shing (pints). These
three objects, bequeathed by the holy personages re-
ferred to all contained in yellow golden sealed case
(Tsang, 1884:52-53).

The Descriptions of Xuanzang for Buddhas and
Buddhism art, religion provide us great insight into
not only what they might have looked like in the 7%
century but also how they were engaged with the
community around them. Perhaps most surprising to
our modern experience with Buddha sculpture and its
imagery is that the monumental rock-cut sculptures
are described by Xuanzang as being adorned with
metal, color, and gems—not stripped down as we
often see them in museums and galleries. Scholars,
historians and researchers are agree that both images
were covered in pigments of various hues so that
they appeared to be made of metal and other materi-
als, but that they were not cast entirely of “copper”
as Xuanzang suggests of the smaller Buddha image.
However, scholars such as Deborah Klimburg-Salter
have argued that both of the monumental Buddhas’
faces were constructed of masks made of wood clad
by a thin layer of brass, which were inserted onto
ledges that appeared above the lower lips of both
images (Klimburg-salter, 1989: 92)

Description the giant sculpture of Bamiyan
Buddha

The sculptures of giant Buddha in Bamiyan and
the also small statue of Buddha carved during the
mid-6th century AD, the bigger one in the early
7™ century are made in Bamiyan valley into the
similar cliff face with an 800m distance between
two sculpture that they were part of a huge complex
of Buddhism with the over seven hundred caves
in the Bamiyan valley that Buddhist monk and
pilgrims was serving as sanctuaries, pilgrim hostels,
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and storage rooms. The niches of Buddha sculpture
were cut deep inside of the rock and always may
have been open to the front. Bamiyan caves and also
the tunnels in the niches of the sculpture of Buddha
and the statues were art of Buddhism and Sassanian
that painted. Although after Islam religion coming
Afghanistan and also in the Bamiyan the statues
were neglected and by ordering of some Muslim
commander partly damaged, the big segments at
the Buddhism decoration survived. The figure of
two Buddha sculptures in Bamiyan are the standing
Buddha. The forearms of that are identification and
missing via the mudras (gestures by the hand) that
it is not any more possible in the western literature
distinguishes, as to the size of the statue and position
between them are around 400m distance the Small
Buddha or Eastern statue are (38 m high or talent)
and the Big Buddha or Western statue are (55 m
high and talent). From the identifying of Afghans
people the Buddha that are in standing in Eastern
called Khink-but (moon white or grey Buddha)
also for the Western Buddha called the name of
Surkh-but (Buddha that wear red clothes). That
already mentioned for the Arab description and the
attributes are at 1218 and at the Latin text of 1700.
During the century of 18" A.D., the people of local
in Afghanistan are identified them as a male and a
female statue for the relationship and connecting of
them with tales probability achieving back to the
several year in ancient times. That it shows from a
long distance, the most characteristic of the niches
are difference is the shape and also design. The
Buddha of eastern is straight, than to the Buddha
statue of Western that shows the shoulders recesses
at height of, resulting in trilobite shape.

Two statue are standing composed in a complete-
ly frontal perspective and also upright. The original
forearms are horizontally out sticking to the front.
The upper garment, the Kasaya or Sangati shoul-
ders are both covered and also it fell down to the
shins. The formed fine and regular ridges were with
thin fabric that are so close and clinging to the body
which with the still visible of the anatomy. The right
forearms are below and the recession formed via
the edges of the Sangati or kasaya that are hanging
over the arms and the lining of the Sangati and also
the parts of the undergarment (uttarasanga) could
be perceived. On the statue of Buddha that located
at Eastern, the undergarment protruded below the
lower hem of the Sangati. That both feet are naked.
It show to stand hem on flat ground, that the team
India for excavation and the restorers that worked in
Bamiyan Historical site from 1969 to 1978, translat-
ed the remnants finding during their restoration and

excavations of reservation site as pedestals. Hair of
that arranged in wavy of the curls; the strands of that
have been preserved near the zone. At the top and
the head of them may have indicated at the usnisa
(protuberance of the crane). It show at the ancient
time sketches and also the hands and the faces are
missing. In fact the peculiar that both faces are cut
out above the mouths has raised many speculations.
Now the opinion of prevailing is better to prevent
from the damaging that at the earliest time that the
face of sculpture show from the beginning the faces
were cut out and also the part of upper body may
have been by a wooden mask fashioned. This pro-
cedure would be a very unusual, but there is no evi-
dence for destroyed of the faces of Buddha in Bami-
yan province (Petzet, 2009: 18).

The statues of Buddha colossi, scooped out of
the rock of Baba Mountain or in some book was
written scooped of Hindu Kush Mountain that was
being and located on the route trade that connected
India with the countries around the Mediterranean
and later used as the silk route were fairly well-
known. The earlier road from Taxila passed through
the Kapisa, Bamiyan and Balkh across Iran through
Marv and Ecbatana to Seleucia, Petra, Palmyra and
finally reached Alexandria (Dupree, 1977: 29). Bud-
dhism came to Afghanistan in the third century B.C.
through the Mauryan king Ashoka. It found a people
receptive to its appeal in the former Gandhara prov-
ince, in the second century A.D. under the Kushan
king Kanishka, Afghanistan lay at the heart of the
silk route as everybody travelling from east to west
had no other path. Imra Marx states that the Bud-
dhist civilization of Gandhara was completely de-
stroyed by the white Huns, the Hephthalite in the
sixth century. The disastrous invasion of the white
Huns put an end to all further productive activity
in the once flourishing Gandhara province. Little is
known about this time period except from chines
pilgrims who as early as the fifth century A.D. under
took the long and arduous journey to the holy land
of Buddhism (Marx, 2001).

Xuanzang the Buddhist pilgrim and the Chinese
traveler in his record about Buddhism religion when
he, arrived the Indian sub-continent in 630A.D. He
undertaken and having a research and scholarly
journey across Central Asia. Xuanzang the Buddhist
pilgrim was the most Historian and also in some
research he researched for social, economic and also
geography of the zone that he traveled, he worked
and spend around fourteen years of his life (630-
644A.D.) for research and visiting the Buddhist
monasteries and temples, towns, cities, and also
places that have interest in Indian sub-continent.
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“A deep observer for the men and affairs, from the
beginning apart a good monk that was very devout
priest that he put and left behind him a authentic
account and fascinating of Indian’s History,
geography, economy and society”. Xuanzang on his
historical journey and trip visited many Buddhist
temple, sites, statue and shrines in different area like
Xinjiang, India, central Asia and in Afghanistan. In
his travel account he has given a vivid description
of the Buddhism idea. In Bamiyan center part of
Afghanistan, there are the two sculpture of Buddha
particularly attracted his attention. Finally he gone
back to China in of 657 A.D. with the volumes of
texts and memorized sacred of Buddhism religions
and he researched and worked in his final year’s
translating, interpreting, and instructing his scholarly
research work the other monks. (http://ignca.gov.in/
xuanzang-and-the-silk-route/

Also the next pilgrim name was Fa Hsien
coming in Bamiyan and passed through in about 400
A.D. that he witnessed about thousand monks with a
ceremonial conclave in the presence of the Bamiyan
king. He also commented for traveler Xuanzang the
celebrated and visited Bamiyan in 632 A.D. although
he described about same assembly of solemn. The
other monks was impressed him for the devotion,
and mentions about the giant sculpture of Buddha in
Bamiyan province central part of Afghanistan that
is very silent valley and comfortable for Buddhism
monks he visit Buddhism standing sculpture nearly
one century late, Korean monk name was Huizhou,
he was a Historiographer that he passed through
Bamiyan city in 727A.D. this historian referred to
the powerful kingdom and independent ruling of
Bamiyan Valley, after meeting in Bamiyan kingdom
and visiting the Buddhism site the next period for
history of this zone the armies of Arab and Muslim
commander coming to the north and south of the
region. Next Historian that worked for History of
Bamiyan was a British India in 1808, Mount Stuart
Elphinstone sent by the kingdom of Kabul by the
rulers for memories and accredited the Buddhist
Princes of Ghur, the descendant of Ghurids was
ruled in the country between Kabul and Western
Khorasan which he preserved and saved the
Historical monument of Bamiyan that remained in
the first centuries with the statues and caves. In 1833,
the Officer and merchant in some reference he was
the invader of British Sir Alexander Burns related
the sculptures of Bamiyan province to the caprice
of some person of rank who sought immortality in
the colossal statues. Five years later, the explorer
Charles Masson attributed them to the Hephthalite
(White Huns).
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The art of Islamic and architecture appeared in
Bamiyan caves at the first time in the 11" century
A.D. during the Bamiyan sit and the central part
of Afghanistan embraced by Islam under the rule
of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazna (998-1030). The
city of Buddhism capital adopted by urbanism of
typical Khorassanian with four main gates and
also a great mosque for Muslim paring. Some new
developments took and change the Historical place
during the rule of the Ghurids (1155-1212) and
include the Bamiyan city (Shahr-i Bamiyan), in the
later period known as Ghulghola after the massacre
by the Mongols under direction of Genghis Khan,
Shahr-i Zuhak and Shahr-I Khoshak. Bamiyan
valley and the monasteries of Buddhist were little
ruined by the leader of Mongols and the army of
Changiz Khan in the second decade of 13th century
A.D. only seven person or more than seven who had
hidden themselves in the valley of Khwaja-Ghar
cave survived this brutal conquest and it is said that.
Buddhist monuments at the ancient times were not
destroyed and damaged by the invaders, after that
the emperor of Mughal India, the king Aurangzeb
(1618-1707) also came Bamiyan and ordered his
army for ruining of Buddha sculpture that they shoot
off the legs of the big statue with canons.

Although after the invasion of Mongols
and Mughal India in Bamiyan valley was silent
area and remained deserted at the long period,
till the other people from different area coming
in Bamiyan and they began for the using again
agricultural land for fertile and the caves for their
home and shelters, to again use the land fertile for
agriculture and also starting the commerce with
other province and starting preservation of the
caves for shelter. Some caves were for settlement
of people and some of them that they don’t know
the Buddhism art and religions they used for the
shelter of domestic animals. Some of caves used as
heating and cooking room at the inside of the caves,
most of the caves become black behalf of surfaces
were covered by soot. During the year of 1964,
the administrator and governor of this province,
informed and persuaded at the inhabitants for
leaving the caves and also give him some houses
that was built by the government money to preserve
the Historical site from damaging. In the year of
1979 recorded 7,355 resident in the Bamiyan city.
The caves remained exposed to snow, rain and
weathering. After that beautiful geometric designs
in the rock carved decorations and mural paintings
have slowly deteriorated. Finally on the year 2001
Taliban troops and army destroyed the big culture
and Historical monument of Bamiyan by canon.
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Wheeler had observed that alexander was the
king and emperor of Room and the Alexandria
was the principal home of stucco sculpture in the
west. Adjoining the city for miles the coastline is
white with the gypsum, which is the raw material of
stucco. The cheap local stucco was extensively used
as a substitute for the relatively costly white marble.
There can be little doubt that it was Alexandrian
trade with and through the Kushan Empire that
carried thither, not merely goods and ideas, but also
the stucco-technique. The Gypsum used at Bamiyan
was available locally (wheeler, 1955: 201). The
wall painting in Bamiyan had been the effect of
great religious importance attracted artist from
different lands, trained in widely diverse artistic
traditions; they visited it to offer their services to the
communities and caravans of traders, pilgrims’ et al,
who rested there due to its peaceful environs and
isolation (Hallade, 1968: 64).

Conclusion

Bamiyan is name of city that the population of
this region is Hazara people while the scholar and
historians called Hazarajat that this name derives
Bamikan that this is an ancient word of Dari or
Pahlavi, or the “middle roof” also this area at first
time was notes during the 5" century A.D. Bamiyan
kingdom as the chines report and well-known
pilgrims Xuanzang called Fan-Yang or Fan-Yen-
Na (Bamiyan) in the Chinese script and word. For
passage of Hindu Kush mountain and the popular
transit way of trade from china to the west by the
Rah-i-Abrishum (Silk Roads routes), the valley of
Bamiyan was the center for merchant of east and
west for over two thousand years and also north to
south that rich cultural and religious exchange.

Xuanzang that he was most famous monk of
Buddhist who had travelled for the Buddhism art
and religion from Kashghar and Turfan to north
India and Asia especially visited Bamiyan along
the Silk Road at the century of 7A.D. connected
Tang dynasty in china to Harsavardhana in India
and Kushan dynasty in Afghanistan. After visited
the Samarkand he researched in some province of
Afghanistan like Kunduz, visiting stupas in Balkh
and seeing the famous Buddha at Bamiyan, his
goal was gathering knowledge about Buddhist, he
worked hard and curried more knowledge from
the Buddhism site and religion of that in India to
obtain the monument and the true scriptures related
for the Buddha, sometimes he confusing for the
translations from Sanskrit to chines in the later time
it become available in china. The emperor China

for hardworking of this Buddhist monk called him
“the jewel of the empire”, that he visited the famous
religious of Buddhism teacher and saw the sacred
places of the lord Buddha in India and Bamiyan in
center part of Afghanistan. Although Bamiyan was
closely connected from Buddhism spread through
the Central Asia, after that to the Afghanistan
especially in Bamiyan and the silent valley that was
comfortable for Buddhism religious culture and
Bamiyan became a political and economic center,
also for Indian merchant become two big capital for
trade along the silk road and also religious center
from the 1* century of A.D. the Kushan dynasty that
was a nomadic tribe in Afghanistan and central Asia
and Bactria swept out, that the power of them was
for overpowering the rulers of the tribes hill and the
culture that maintain from the kingdoms of Greco-
Bactrian. That they inaugurated a huge empire that
ruled and invade for three centuries and reached
from the shores of the northern India into Caspian
Sea. The Empires of Kushan made themselves
the unavoidable middle empire for security of
merchant between east to west from China, to the
Roman Empire and also for the medicine route that
starting from India, and on the Silk Road revenues
the prospered. They fostered a culture of syncretic,
and traditions of tribal from Central Asia that fused
with the derived of artistic conventions from the
Mediterranean Hellenized and with their ideologies
that was coming via Indian Buddhist religion, as it
were the reflected of the remarkable legacy culture
that it be found in Bamiyan zone. the monks of
Buddhism and the missionaries of them came to
Afghanistan and especially in Bamiyan that they
found this valley for extent of Buddhism and rapidly
expand in the 1 to 5™ centuries A.D. the king of
Gandhara converted and accept Buddhism religion
that the Gandhara located in northern Pakistan and
northeastern of the Afghanistan. This site soon
became a center of Buddhist learning and culture, in
particular, innovative sculpture, under the Kushan
dynasty ruler. The sculpture of Buddha in Bamiyan.
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