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The study of archival documents shedding light on the participation of Kazakhs in the fight against
fascism, on the fate of people caught in fascist captivity, participating in the European Resistance Move-
ment in France, Italy and other European countries, finding the burials of the deceased heroes, restoring
the names of the heroes officially believed to be missing, is an important task for the formation and
preservation of the historical memory of the Kazakh people, for the restoration of a real, true history of
the Great Patriotic War. Comprehensive studies on the topic with extensive use of European archival
materials have not been carried out, despite social and scientific demand. The sources of these new data
should become foreign archival documents.

A complex, interdisciplinary investigation of problems of Kazakhs’ participation in the World War
Il based on new documents extracted from the archives of France, Belgium, Italy, Russia and Norway is
a priority task of the international research project «Kazakhs in the World War II: new documents from
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YuacTue ka3axoB B ABMXK€HMM cOnpoTuBAeHUst Bo ®paHumm u Utaann
BO Bpemsi BTopoii MMpoOBOJi BOMHBI: MOCTaHOBKA NMPOOAEMbI

M3yueHne apxXmMBHbIX AOKYMEHTOB, MPOAMBAIOLLMX CBET Ha yYacTHe Ka3axoB B 60pb6e C (halimamom,
Ha CyAbObl AOAEM, MOMaBlMX B (PAlIMCTCKMIA MAEH, y4acTBOBaBlIMX B EBpOMenckoMm ABMKEHWMM
conpoTuneaeHus B0 MpaHumu, MTtaamm n Apyrux eBporemnckmx ctpaHax, o6Hapy>KeHne 3axopoHeHUi
NOrnbLLIMX repoes, BOCCTAHOBAEHME UMEH repoeB, O(PULIMAAbHO CUMTAIOLLIMXCS NMPONaBLLMMK 6e3 BECTH,
SBASIETCS BaXKHelLLEeN 3aAaueit AAS (POPMUPOBAHUSI MU COXPAHEHUSI UCTOPUYECKOM MaMsITU Ka3axCKoro
HapoAa, AASl BOCCTAHOBAEHWMSI PEAAbHOM, WMCTUHHOW uCTOpuM Beamkort OTeuyecTBEHHOM BOWHBI.
BcecTopoHHME MCCAEAOBaHMS MO 3TOM Teme C LUMPOKUM UCTOAb30BaHWEM eBPOMENCKUX apXMBHbIX
MaTepuraAoB He MPOBOAMAUCH, HECMOTPS Ha MX COLMAABHYIO M HAayUHYIO aKTYaAbHOCTb. MICTOUHMKaMM
3TUX HOBbIX AQHHbIX ABASIOTCS 3apyHeskHble apXMBHbIE AOKYMEHTbI.

KoMnAekCcHOe MEeXXAMCUMINAMHAPHOE UCCAEAOBaHME NPOBAEM yuacTHs Ka3axos Bo BTopoii M1poBorn
BOWHE HAa OCHOBE HOBbIX AOKYMEHTOB, M3BA€UEHHbIX 13 apxuBoB MpaHumu, beabrim, Mtaamm, Poccum n
HopBeruu, sBasieTcs TpMOpUTETHOM 3aAa4el MeXXAYHAPOAHOI O MCCAEAOBATEALCKOrO NpoekTa «Kasaxm
BO BTOpoit MMpOBOI1 BOMHE: HOBble AOKYMEHTbI M3 3apy6exxHbiX apXMBOB», B KOTOPOM MPUHUMAIOT

yyacTume yyeHble-McTopmku u3 KasaxcraHa, Ykpantbl, Mtaamm, M3panag.
KatoueBble caoBa: kasaxu, Brtopas mwupoBas BoiHa, ®OpaHums, WMTtaams, Hoble ApxuBHble

AokymeHTbl, ABn>keHue ConpoTUBAEHUS.

Introduction

In recent decades, in Western politics and
historiography, there has been a tendency to
downplay or suppress the role of the USSR in
defeating fascism in the World War II. In addition,
there are also facts that the Russian politicians and
officials did not always adequately assess the great
contribution that was made to the victory by the
representatives of different peoples who formed the
multinational Soviet Union.

Under these conditions, the study of archival
documents shedding light on the participation
of Kazakhs, our compatriots, in the fight against
fascism, on the fate of people caught in fascist
captivity, participating in the European Resistance
Movement in different countries, finding the burials
of the deceased heroes, restoring the names of
the heroes officially believed to be missing, is an
important task for the formation and preservation
of the historical memory of the Kazakh people, for
the restoration of a real, true history of the Great
Patriotic War. Truthful, based on the study of
archival documents, the reconstruction of events
that took place during the war years and for various
reasons not become the property of descendants is
necessary for understanding our roots, the succession
of generations.

In Kazakh historiography, the study of the
problem of the participation of Kazakhs in the
Second World War in European countries was

not widely publicized. Undoubtedly, in the Soviet
years this problem was not included in the area of
relevance. Moreover, it had a «prohibited» stigma.
Labels of «traitors and spies» hung everyone who
for various reasons was forced to leave the country
or lived outside the Soviet Union. In the conditions
of the command-bureaucratic system, the mere
mention of «former citizens» became the reason for
repression against political and cultural figures.

A systematic and integrated study of history and
the recreation of a real picture of the participation of
Kazakhs, former POWs who fled from concentration
and labor camps and heroically fought against
fascism in Resistance movements and partisan
combat groups in various European countries,
particularly France and Italy during the World War
II is an urgent task from the scientific and military-
patriotic standpoints and characterizes the Republic
of Kazakhstan as a civilized and democratic state
that values its history.

Methods of research

The research is based on modern methodological
approaches, principles and conceptual guidelines
aimed at understanding the historical and modern
processes that characterize the entire tragedy of
captured butunbroken people, escaped from captivity
and joined the partisan units that fought against
fascism in France, Belgium, Italy, Yugoslavia and
others.
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General scientific methods of research
include such principles of historical knowledge
as historicism, objectivity and other scientific
principles, as well as theoretical conclusions and
positions of leading scientists who formulated the
fundamental principles of historical research.

To studying the historical process, such methods
as historical-comparative, historical-biographical,
historical-typological, historical-system, historical
reconstruction will be used.

With the disclosure of various results of
human activity, historical events and situations
in which the active role of the human being is
vividly expressed, i.e. the subjective factor, first
of all, the causal explanations that follow from the
universality of interrelations, objectively inherent
in historical reality, are applied. Of course, certain
objective circumstances also lie behind this factor,
but they are manifested in the nature of subjective
actions.

In addition, specifically problematic methods
will be used on particular issues aimed at elucidating
and studying the causes and consequences of specific
phenomena, facts, events that characterize certain
aspects of reality.

The research is based on modern methodological
approaches, principles and conceptual guidelines
aimed at understanding the historical and modern
processes characterizing the tragedy of captured
people, but unbroken, fleeing from captivity and
joining guerrilla groups that fought fascism in
France, Italy and other European countries.

The need and prospects for scientific research
of the problem

The studying of the problem of the participation
of Kazakhs in the World War II in European
countries in the Soviet and Kazakh historiography
based on Kazakh and Russian archives’ materials
only. Foreign documents were not included in the
scientific use.

In the modern historical science, the problems
of the participation of Russian, Ukrainians,
Azerbaijanis and Armenians in the resistance
movement in the world are studied, but no data
about Kazakhs is in these proceedings.

Almost the only work on this issue was an article
by L.I. Malyar «Participation of Kazakhstan in the
European resistance movement» (Petrov, 1971).

More intensive study of particular issues
of participation of Kazakh soldiers in World
War II began in the period of independence. It
is characterized by scientific works by G.M.
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Mendikulova, B.G. Ayagan, B.I. Sadykova, A.
Kara, A. Kaken, S. Bekenova and others.

In 1995, in honor of the 50th anniversary of
Victory was published memorial book of Kazakhstan
«Bozdaktary. It was the first attempt to provide a
complete statistical picture of the war. The names
of those who died in battle, died from wounds and
diseases in hospitals, died behind enemy lines or
missing were collected in this book. The «Book of
Memory» and the summary volume «Bozdaktar» is
a true a monument to Kazakhstanis who died in the
battles with fascism.

Particular attention to the problem ass paid
in the scientific works by B.I. Sadykova, who
investigates the activity of M. Chokay and history
of the Turkestan Legion. B.1. Sadykova is the author
of the script of the documentary «Zar, or those
who were separated from the motherland.» In the
«History of the Turkestan Legion in the documents,
B.I. Sadykova forthefirsttime describes the activities
of the Turkestan national liberation movement,
organized by Mustafa Chokay in Europe, his tactics
and strategy. In 2011, she published a monograph
«Mustafa Chokay in emigration» (Sadykova, 2011).
All these works by B.I. Sadykova written on the
base of archival documents from Germany, which
had been collected and worked out well.

Associate Professor at the University of Mimar
Sinan Kara A. wrote a book, which tells about the
bitter fate of former soldiers of the Turkestan Legion
(Kara, 2015). The book of well-known Kazakh
journalist A. Kaken is based on sources devoted to
the history of the Turkestan Legion (Kaken, 2000).
In 2007, the memoirs by S. Bekenov one of the
prisoners of Nazi camps were published.

An article-memoir titled «I was in the Turkestan
Legion» was published on the pages of the internet
magazine. It tells about Akhmetbek Nurumov, who
was captured exactly a month after the war began.
This man went to a POW camp in Poland, Turkestan
Legion and Kolyma, was convicted of treason, and
waited a long time for rehabilitation.

Within the program «People in the stream
of history», in 2014-2016 Dr. K. Aldazhumanov
conducted research on the topic «Kazakhstan in the
period of the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union.
1941-1945». In particular, it has been affected by the
problem of prisoners of war, in the first place — the
Kazakhs. The author carefully conducted research
in the State Archive of the Russian Federation.

However, for a truly complete and objective
study of this issue, work with archival documents
of the countries of Europe is necessary. This is a
priority task of the international research project
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«Kazakhs in the World War II: new documents from
foreign archives», in which scholars — historians
from Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Italy, Israel take part.

Within the framework of the project, the authors
conduct a complex, interdisciplinary study of problems
of Kazakhs’ participation in the World War Il based on
new documents extracted from the archives of France,
Belgium, Italy, Russia and Norway.

In particular, one of the important successes in
the research work on this problem are the documents,
first discovered by Prof. Dr. G. Mendikulova, in
the French National Archives, which confirm the
memories of the Kazakh and French participants of
those events.

The new names of Kazakhs and Turkestans, such
as Ismailov, Karamergenov, Mukhamedzhanov,
Abdullayev, who fought side by side with French

Mem B KESEMYBIN

Prinems _Chachoubal

Date et lieu de naissance

1 jmviar 1920

Magizaras, were found in the Archives Nationales
funds (Archives Nationales. Section du XX-e siecle.
(Paris, France)).

In October 2009, Doctor of History, prof. G.M.
Mendikulova in the Archives Nationales in Paris
found correspondence, memories, documents about
the creation of the First Partisan Regiment, in which
the Kazakhs fought alongside the Georgians in the
dashing year of the Second World War. It became
possible thanks to the grant she won from the
French institute Fondation Maison des Sciences De
L’homme (Mendikulova, 2014: p.94).

In early 2015, information was discovered about
the military activities of Shashubiy Beisembin, born
in 1920, a native of the aul No. 7, Karaganda region.
It also confirms the participation of Kazakhs in the
Resistance Movement of France.

Picture 1 — The ticket of the 1st guerrilla Regiment
No. 18 by Shashubay Beisembin

Shashubai Beisembin was drafted into the ranks
of the Red (Soviet) Army in December 1940 in
Pushkino, Leningrad Region (according to records:
24th Panzer Corps, 8th Motorized Regiment). On
August 18, 1941, being surrounded in the area of
Kamenka of the Leningrad Region he was taken
prisoner, was in concentration camps in Latvia,
Poland and France. According to the data submitted
by his son Murat Shashubayevich Beisembin,
in autumn 1943 Shashubai Beisembin fled from
captivity in the city of Albi, France, and joined the
French partisans. The participation of Shashubay
Beisembin in the Resistance movement is confirmed
by the available ticket of the 1st guerrilla Regiment
No. 18 preserved in his family.

In 2015, G.M. Mendikulova in France also
for the first time revealed maps and photos
concerning to Kazakhs and their participation to the
Resistance Movement in the funds of the Archives
Departamentales Haute-Garonne, the Toulouse
Resistance Museum, the Archives Departamentales
du Tarn, Archive of the Historical Service of the
Ministry of Defense of France (Service Historique
de la Defense).

From memories it is known that Turkestanis par-
ticipated in several guerrilla groups, in particular, in
the group «Stalingrad», and our soldiers were called
«Mongols». A year after the release of Toulouse,
Albi and Carmaux, they were still in the camps,
where they lived in a special mode. If previously we
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had only memories of the participants of these events,
in the French archive in Albi Prof. Dr. G.M. Mendi-
kulova found official documents confirming Kazakh
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Picture 2 — Map of the Maquis Resistance camps location in Tarn region from La Liberation
du Tarn en Aout 1944 in the Archives Departamentales du Tarn. MS 503, 691.

Therefore, a few ex-liberators of the south of
France went to a local cafe to note the May holidays,
as they had relative freedom of movement. Some of
the locals insulted them, calling the Mongols and
saying that there is no place for them there. Scuffie,
called the police, and all participants were replaced
to the police office. Commandant of the camp, where
heroes — liberators of the south of France were held
Zunum Zhamankulov had to write explanatory and
intercessory letter about what happened. The letter,
in particular, he explained that the former Soviet
military Turkestanis and all 250 people in the camp,
liberated France, and they are kept still in the camps
and attitude of the locals towards them are incorrect.
Found the answer of Prefect of police of the city of
Albi, after a long trial (until July 1945), which says
that, yes, indeed, these people heroically helped us
to liberate our homeland from the Nazis, and a year
after these events, the locals insult them, forgetting
about their heroism. Thanks to this conclusion of the
Prefect of police the participants of unattractive in-
cident did not punished (Archives Departamentales
du Tarn. MS 503).

ISSN 1563-0269

In 2017 E.A. Nadezhuk found documents on
this issue in the archives of the Historical Service
of the Ministry of Defense of France (Service Histo-
rique de la Defense). In particular, these are reports
of the leaders of the French Resistance, in which
the participation of former prisoners of war in the
partisan warfare is confirmed. Valuable are the
documents concerning the activity of Kadem Zhu-
maniyazov who heroically fought against fascists in
France (Service Historique de la Defense. GR P 16P
187 463 Djoumaniasov Khadem; Service Historique
de la Defense. 19P FFI 5SRM TARN As B9 Maquis
Stalingrad.)

The research group carries out a search work
in the Generalized Data Bank «Memorial», which
presents a large number of documents of the
Central Archive of the Ministry of Defense of
the Russian Federation. A careful analysis of the
documents found in European archives, compar-
ing them with the data available in GDB «Memo-
rial» and other digital sources, makes it possible
to identify the burial sites of our compatriots who
were previously considered missing, to fill the
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gaps in their heroic history (Mendikulova, 2018;
Nadezhuk, 2018).

Now, Prof. Dr. G.M. Mendikulova identified 34
cemeteries of the Soviet soldiers in France. We were
able to explore five of them. In particular, in May
2018, Professor G.M. Mendikulova, during her trip
to France, identified and recorded eight individual

registered burial places of Kazakhs near Paris, in
Picardy and Lorraine.

Therefore, it is necessary to continue

the work, as in France, and in Belgium, the
Netherlands and other European countries,
where the Kazakhs fought for the liberation of
the world from fascism.

Picture 3 — World War II Burial places of Kazakhs identified by G.M. Mendikulova in France, 2018

Fragmentary, undocumented data we have
about Kazakhs and Soviet prisoners of war who
had escaped from concentration camps and fought
bravely in the Italian teams. In the province of
Modena acted battalion of Soviet partisans. In
the region of Tuscany in the ranks of the partisan
division «Guido Boskalo» Arezzo province fought
23 Kazakhstani people, including Takish Alpeisov
from Karaganda, Kaldanbek Dyusenbekov from
Kyzyl-Orda, Zhaymak Kulshikov from Aktyubinsk,
Topai Sadvakassov and Ivan Kitastov from Akmola
region, and others (Malyar, 1971: p.167).

In 2016, it became known about the burial of
38 Kazakhs in Trieste in northeastern Italy, who
died fighting fascism. To date, because of the joint
work of G.M. Mendikulova and Marco Fiorentino,
during the comparison of the GDB «Memorial»
data with the Italian sources at the disposal of the
research team, several burials of the Kazakhs —
participants of Resistance were identified in central
Italy. However, scientific research in Italy has not
been conducted, so it is necessary to fill this gap.
In order to ascertain on the ground the reliability
of the available information, as well as to obtain

more complete data on this problem, a complex
expedition to Italy will be organized in 2019 within
the framework of the international research project
«Kazakhs in the World War II: new documents from
foreign archives».

Based on the results of scientific research in
France and Italy in 2018-19, the research group will
compile and publish a collection of documents in
two volumes devoted to this topical issue.

Thus, the research team faces the task of
completing this study, revealing the names, fates,
unknown places of burial of Kazakhs — participants
in the struggle against the fascist regime in France
and Italy, to analyze the revealed facts and make
them available to Kazakhstani and the world
community.

Conclusion

To date, comprehensive studies on the topic of
Kazakh participation in the Resistance movement
in France, Italy and other European countries with
extensive use of European archival materials have
not been carried out, despite social and scientific
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demand, with value for Kazakhstan and the
former Soviet and international communities. A
comprehensive study of this problem will contribute
to the education of youth and the strengthening
of patriotism and the nation of Kazakhstan, the
development of historical science and military
history in our country. The history of Kazakh
participation in the Resistance movement and the

liberation of Europe from fascism in partisan groups
and teams should be reconstructed. The sources
of these new data should become foreign archival
documents.

A thorough study of archival documents and
memoirs of participants in the Resistance movement
in France, Italy and other countries should restore and
make public the bright memory of our compatriots.
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